Fourth Sunday of Easter
Year B, May 3, 2009

COLLECT
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that
when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and
follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12
The day after they had arrested Peter and John for teaching about Jesus
and the resurrection, the rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in
Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and
all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what
name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to
them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because
of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man
has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of
Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead. This Jesus is
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.'

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among mortals by which we must be saved."

Psalm 23 Page 612, BCP
1 The LORD is my shepherd; *I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *and guides me along right pathways for
his Name's sake.
4 Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall
fear no evil; *for you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
*you have anointed my head with oil ,and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
*and | will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.



SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we
ought to lay down our lives for one another. How does God's love abide in
anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and
yet refuses help?

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and
action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will
reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God
is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from
him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what
pleases him.

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name
of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded
us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them.
And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given
us.

GOSPEL.: John 10:11-18

Jesus said, "l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own
the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away-- and
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. | am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and |
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. | have other sheep
that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. | have
power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again. I have received
this command from my Father."



Prayers of the People, BCP 389

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Katherine, our Presiding Bishop, for Nedi, our Assisting Bishop, for our
Standing Committee and for Lee, the Canon of Transition; for Janet our Rector,
Stephen our Deacon; and Rusty, John, Lewis, Robert, our retired clergy; for all
of our congregation in their various ministries, especially our children and youth
ministers and all those who reach out to encourage and support the young people
and those who minister to them, especially Denise Beasley, Don and Monte
Dickinson, Sally Forster, Gretchen Kimsey, Mary Ellen Lowe, Kim McCullough
and Pam Miller.

For all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to
you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel
to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that
they may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those in positions of public trust, especially Barack, our president, that they
may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray
to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disasters, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.



For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners,
and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to
you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this congregation for those who are present, and for those who are absent,
that we may be delivered from bitterness and hardness of heart, and ship forth
your glory in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured
or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit
to amend our lives, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers: Linda and Tracy,
Charlie, John, Art and Jane, Lloyd, Bonnie, Jenni and Philip; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace,
and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For our parish family; and this week in our cycle of prayer, especially
for Loye Ann May, Helen Kochel, Ron Clark, Bill Rooper and Lida Beasley
that we give thanks and pray to you, O Lord.

For the community church cycle of prayer, Zion Lutheran and Pastor Chris
Kramer; for the Diocesan cycle of prayer, for Cursillo, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith
is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that plac4e
where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of blessed Paul and all the saints, let us commend
ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.



