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ST. PAUL’S MESSENGER

There are two musical situations

on which | think we can be confident that a
blessing rests.

One is where a person of trained and
delicate taste humbly and charitably sacrifices
their own aesthetically right desires and gives
the people humbler and coarser fare than
they would wish, in a belief — even, as it may
be, the erroneous belief — that they can thus
be brought closer to God.

The other is where the stupid and unmusical
lay person humbly and patiently, and above
all silently, listens to music which they cannot,
or cannot fully, appreciate, in the belief that it
somehow glorifies God, and that if it does not
edify them personally, this must be their own
defect. Neither such a High Brow nor such a
Low Brow can be far out of the way.

To both, Church Music will have been a
means of grace; not the music they have
liked, but the music they have disliked. They
have both offered, sacrificed, their taste in the
fullest sense.

From On Church Music, C. S. Lewis (modified)

Message from the Rector

IN JUNE, after we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit with much red, balloons, and joy, and after we have
entered into the delightful conundrum of understanding —
which is to say, experiencing and accepting — the Holy
Trinity, we begin the long green season of Sundays after
Pentecost.

Sundays after Pentecost — Ordinary Time, so called — that
just doesn’t have a catchy feel to it, does it?! I actually love
this time of our liturgical year, though, because it invites us
to spend time at Jesus’ feet, as Mary sat at Jesus’ feet,
listening to the words and person who gives us life.

We will be spending much of this summer and fall being
taught and discipled from the great stories of Jesus’
ministry as set forth in the Gospel of Mark. This means that
we will be hearing Jesus’ words to his disciples, pondering
what he meant by what he did and didn’t do as well as by
what he said, and wondering some of the time, What does
this mean to me; what am I supposed to do?

The Gospel according to Mark is noted for its urgency and
movement. Mark frequently characterizes Jesus’ doings
with the word, "immediately." Immediately Jesus goes...
immediately he heals...immediately he sends. Immediately
Jesus calls us to be disciples... and sends us out to bring
about the Kingdom of heaven by making God known and
seen in this world.

We will have to be on our toes as we go zapping about
with Jesus in the Gospel of Mark. But, it is not immediately
that we will be zapping up to speed: first we must come to
grips with one of the most basic principles of discipleship, a
theme Mark returns to over and over — radical trust in Jesus.
Trust that can enable us to see and know Jesus as Savior
and Lord, that will enable us to put aside our own
preferences and predilections, and instead to desire and be
servant to others; radical trust that will allow the desire of
our hearts to be to closer to Jesus ourselves, as we help
others to know and be closer to Jesus.

2 Chronicles 16:9: The eyes of the Lord search to
and fro throughout the whole world to find those
whose hearts are committed to him, in order to
strengthen them.

How will we be able to give up our own “stuff” and trust
Jesus so much that we not only can give up our own ways
of doing things, but want to so that the Body of Christ
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grows and grows in unity? I think it’s natural to look
for big signs — but the Gospel of Mark calls us to
look as Jesus looks — to small things; to details; to
the apparently insignificant.

I have a dear friend in Colorado who frequently
reminds me that God is in the Details. We first
realized the extraordinary ways in which we would
see this involvement in the details of our lives in a
mission trip to Haiti — there were huge things, yes:
but we were amazed with delight, and sometimes
dismayed, in the realization that it was in the details
— those little things that just don’t seem so very
important at all! — that, looking back, we could most
clearly see God’s hand.

God in the details

As C. S. Lewis pointed out, we see God in the
detail of having a heart so turned to God that we can
with gratitude listen to any musical offering and find
grace, and God glorified — rather than simply our
self, preferring something else. In the detail of
tolerating less sophisticated thoughts than our own.
In the detail of caring about the person who annoys
or bores you — so that you desire to pray for them, or
serve them, or grieve or rejoice with them, even
though it seems unnecessary — there is God.

It is in those details, I think, that God sees our
heart, and we can see our own hearts most clearly.
When God sees a heart turned to Love, to tolerance
and preference of the other person rather than
oneself, God sees a heart turned to Him. And so God
immediately strengthens us.

In God’s strength, we can listen to music we don’t
like and we think is inferior, and be glad and
rejoice because it is our hearts joining together that
glorify God! In God’s strengthening we can with
patience and love join with worship that is not our
preference, and find in it the joy of God glorified;
we can listen to another person’s prayer, offered in
words not our own, and rejoice that it is a prayer
sent to God; we can tolerate differences of opinion
about politics, environment, and all manner of
topics on which we differ. In God’s strength, we
put our differences aside as we come together to
worship in unity of heart and soul, in our oneness
in Christ. Then we can heed Mark’s insistence that
we immediately join with one another to love and
serve the Lord with gladness and singleness of
heart!

This setting aside of self and immediately
responding to Jesus’ invitation to be his disciple is
our Call. It is the call that the Gospel of Mark will
be teaching and inviting us to embrace, and the
heart that the Sundays after Pentecost guide us to
develop.

Let us embrace this call and go forth in joy to
love, serve and bless the Lord — Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

In peace and joy, Janet+

Holy services and parish meetings

Sundays 8 am Holy Eucharist
10 am Holy Eucharist (coffee hour following)
9am Rector’s forum

Tuesdays: 1pm Bible Study

Thursdays: noon Healing Service

June 3 (Wednesday) Ladies’ Lunch Bunch

June 6 (Saturday) ~ Men’s breakfast

June 17 (Wednesday) Vestry

June 23 (Tuesday) Messenger deadline

June 27 (Saturday) Vestry Retreat

June 28 (Sunday) St. Paul Sunday coffee hour and potluck

in Taylor Hall following 10 am service

Desmond Tutu on CD
A recording of portions of the
May 3" service is available on
request from the church office.
The CD contains Bishop Tutu’s
sermon, Bishop Kimsey’s talk
and introductions, the blessing
in Bishop Tutu’s native
language, and two of the songs,
N’kosi Sikelel’i Afrika, and
Siyahambah.




SENIOR WARDEN'S MESSAGE

Well, this month your Vestry met on May 20", and
for reasons that I will not go into, I was not in
attendance at the meeting. My apologies to Janet,
Vestry and all of you for missing! None the less, they
were able to do quite well without me and because our
communication is working very well, I can still deliver
my monthly report.

Financially, our pledge income continues to be
slightly above the amount budgeted, but in spite of that
we will still be faced with a sizable deficit at the end of
the year if things go unchanged. Vestry will be
meeting, in a retreat setting, on June 27", and although
there are lots of issues on our discussion list, I am
confident that our financial goals will receive a good
deal of attention.

On a somewhat related subject, our newly re-
energized Outreach Committee has been meeting
faithfully and they announced to Vestry that they will
be reviewing a variety of needs and the Committee has
adopted a goal of $40,000 from our parish members.
That will include things like the $2,675.00 that was
raised during Bishop Tutu’s visit for the children’s
hospital in South Africa, and while they acknowledge
that their goal may not be reached this year or next,
they are confident that the goal can be reached. Vestry
shares their confidence, but at the same time we must
also address our local financial needs.

The really exciting news this month is that the end of
my 3-year term as your Senior Warden is rapidly
approaching and after a good deal of prayer and soul
searching, Monte Dickinson has answered God’s call
and will be assuming those responsibilities during the
month of July. I am extremely excited about that and I
know that God has been working in her life for a long
time. With His guidance and the support of all of us, I
am certain that Monte will do an outstanding job.

Well, it looks like I am still on the hook for one more
of these messages, so until next time!

John Mabrey
Senior warden

Gretchen reports that Ric Simpson, our
previous rector, has moved to Portland, OR.
They had planned on eventually returning to
Oregon, but this happened just a bit sooner
than expected. Their mailing address is
7009 SE 117th Place, Portland, OR 97266,
and Ric’s email address is

rsimp43@gmail.com.

Kathy Gregg has written with news of the death
of their brother-in-law (Bill's sister's husband).
His funeral was May 16th. If folks would like

to send their sympathy, Kathy’s email address is
kgregg002(@carolina.rr.com.

COME MEET THE PRESIDING BISHOP

Presiding Bishop Katherine Jefferts Schori
and her husband Richard Schori,

and Bishop Nedi Rivera and her husband Bob
Moore,

will be at Trinity Episcopal Church in Bend
on Tuesday, June 9",

At 4:00, they will meet with us at the Boys and
Girls Club of Bend (500 NW Wall Street), which

is next door to Trinity Episcopal Church.

At 6:00, there will be an Evening Prayer service
followed by a simple meal (Donations will be
accepted on site for the meal) and a time for
questions and answers.

The evening will end no later than 8:00 pm.

There is no charge for the program, and all are
welcome and invited. BUT you will need a
ticket, which you can get by calling our church
office (296-9587) or emailing
info@stpaulsthedalles.org).

TIME IS SHORT, SO DON’T DELAY!
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AN EASY WAY TO GIVE . ..

VAV

Sandy Kice has sent a note that Home at Last, our town's
animal shelter, welcomes cans and bottles, which are redeemed
to provide needed income.

Hours are M-F 11-5 and Sat. 10-3, 200 River Road, The Dalles.
A great way to recycle and help our furry friends!

REMINDER: St. Paul’'s Community Meal Schedule

"Where caring hands prepare food for the nourishment

The Ladies' Lunch Bunch of the body as well as the soul."
will meet on June 3rd (Community Meals mission statement)
at noon for worship at the

Denise Beasley co-ordinates the meals when St. Paul's

Dtl(l).cg 8 an C?aplel ar}lld t th is scheduled to provide a meal but additional volunteers

a o pm tor lunch at the from St. Paul's are needed to help prepare, cook, serve

Windseeker Restaurant. and/or clean-up ! The meals are prepared and served at
315 West Third Street, behind Johnny's Automotive and

Please RSVP to Gretchen, next to the 76 station (right across from St. Peter's

who will be sending out an Landmark).

Please contact Denise at 298-5461 or
denisebeez@hotmail.com
to let her know what date(s) you can help.

email reminder.

June 14 June 21 September 6 October 4

= — = =

—

June Birthdays ~

2 Jason Nicholas
10 Scott Forster

11 Chuck Hartmann
15 Diane Walworth
19 Denise Beasley
20 Rustin Kimsey
22 Art Schafroth

24 Deb Hucke




The Rev. Janet Fullmer, Rector Sunday Worship Schedule

The Rev. Stephen Schafroth, Deacon 8:00 and 10:00 am

Senior Warden: John Mabrey (nursery care provided at 10am )
Junior Warden: Laurance Kerr 9:00 am Adult Forum

Treasurer: Jerry Frazier Office hours: Mon -Thurs 8:30-12:30
Vestry: Contact Information:

Pat Fowler Diane Walworth (541) 296-9587 fax (541) 296-9377

Email: info@stpaulsthedalles.org

Sam Woolsey Amy Mcllvenna .
Chuck Miller Marilyn Roth Website: www.stpaulsthedalles.org
Andrea Booren Jill Durow

Julie Reynolds

St. Paul s Episcopal Church
1805 Minnesota Street
The Dalles, OR 97058



