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If a tree is cut down, it will sprout again.
Its’ roots may grow old in the ground,
yet at the scent of water
it will bud and put forth shoots.

Job 14:7-9

Water.

It is at the very same time, an absolutely necessary, precious, scarce, and plentiful resource part of this fragile
earth, our island home. Our bodies are 50-70% water; we cannot survive more than a few days without water; 70-75% of
the earth’s surface is water; 2.5% of the earth’s water is fresh, and 75% of that is in snow and ice, in ice fields and
glaciers. And yet: 75% of the people in the world have no access to potable water. Statistics tell us that every 8 seconds
a child dies from a water related disease; more than a billion people do not have access to safe water within a half mile of
where they live; the World Health Organization (WHOQ) estimates that more than 4,000 people die each day from
diarrheal diseases resulting from unsafe water and lack of sanitation; and most of those who die are children under the
age of five. As shocking and terrifying as the HIV/AIDs pandemic is, the lack of access to clean water and sanitation...
[unclean water related illness] is the world’s second leading killer of children. WHO notes that lack of safe water,
sanitation and hygiene remains one of the world’s most urgent health issues, and fully integrating water, sanitation and
hygiene in countries' disease reduction strategies is a pre-requisite to achieving the Millennium Development Goals. In
short, water is inextricably entwined with health and welfare of all people- today just as it has been throughout all
history.

I have always loved a small verse in Numbers—it is smack in the middle of long lists and rules and other “dry”
reading. Then Israel sang this song: Spring up, O well! Sing to it! (Numbers 21:17) I have other favorites that give rise
to seeing God’s presence and new life “at the scent of water”: when Ezekiel speaks of the river of water, giving life and
healing (Ez. 47: 1-12); and when Jesus comes out of the water at his baptism that the heavens are torn apart, the Spirit
descends like a dove on Jesus, and God speaks from heaven You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased.
(Mark 1:9-11).

(continued next page)
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(continued from previous page)

And in one of my very favorite scenes, fraught with layers of deep meaning and yet with a certain playfulness at
the same time, Jesus sits by a well and asks a solitary woman for a drink of water. As Eugene Peterson tells it in The
Message: the woman retorts, "How come you, a Jew, are asking me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?" (Jews in those
days wouldn't be caught dead talking to Samaritans.) '“Jesus answered, "If you knew the generosity of God and who I am,
you would be asking me for a drink, and I would give you fresh, living water." The woman said, "Sir, you don't even
have a bucket to draw with, and this well is deep. So how are you going to get this 'living water'? ...Jesus said, "Everyone
who drinks this water will get thirsty again and again. Anyone who drinks the water I give will never thirst—not ever.
The water I give will be an artesian spring within, gushing fountains of endless life."

Water. From Genesis when the Holy Spirit broods over the water before the earth is created, to Revelation,
where all is redeemed and made well (The Lord at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to
springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes), scripture repeatedly presents water as both
symbol and the way to life. Life on this earth surely calls our attention to water as necessary to physical life; but it is in
our spiritual lives, in the One who gives the living water and from whom life in all its fullness is made known, that our
attention must finally rest. And it is there, from the source of the water that gives life eternal, that we must draw the
water that we give to the world.

All of these ruminations bring me back once again to the incredible interrelatedness of life~spiritual life, physical
life, life in the tiniest details, and life in deepest profundity. In all things, God calls us to be mindful...to see the presence
of God in all creation, in all situations...to see, as William Blake said, a world in a grain of sand and a heaven in a wild
flower. Seeing all of creation in this way will lead us to recognizing God in all the chores, events and decisions of our
lives. It opens our eyes to see our work, our play, our responses to others and to the world we live in, as Holy: all of it.
Each and everything we do. All of it is to be Holy and given to the Lord.

This point is powerfully made in a short, simple, but incredibly insightful and possibly life-changing book by a
17" century monk named Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God. Practicing the presence of God as
Bro. Lawrence describes helps us to see that every act~ from those that are insignificant in our eyes, to those that we see
as pivotal and fraught with meaning~every single one, is of the same incalculable worth to God. That’s freeing,
humbling, awesome. It leads to recognizing that we each need only follow Christ where he leads us, and do what he has
given us to do, not what someone else is given to do. Thanks be to God!

So, when Ron is in Haiti in May, repairing water wells so that thousands will have access to clean water, we can
give thanks that he is doing what he is called to do, helping people to find clean water—to give them that water as a sign
to Christ who gives the Living water. And we must do what is ours to do, and to do it with faithfulness and love. We can
conserve, lobby, and we can participate with others to make clean water available to all. I will participate in a Living
Water International campaign~ OneDollarWater~in which people set aside $1 a day to provide clean drinking water by
rehabilitation of wells all over the world. Each well provides water to 1,000+ people once repaired, and are useless until
repaired. There are thousands of such wells, so there’s much good work to be done. See http://www.water.cc/initiatives/
onedollarwater.

Water. How wonderful it is that water~common, simple, necessary to life~is an incomparable symbol of the
presence of God. Just as those who live without adequate water know what an enormous blessing it is to have water, so in
our lives, may we come to know and proclaim the presence of God in our lives as an enormous and incomparable
blessing giving life in the face of death. And let us remember the enormity of this gift when we renew our baptismal
vows at Easter and are again sprinkled with the water of life. Let us, with the children in the desert, sing: Spring up, O
well!

I've got a river of life flowin’ out of me; makes the lame to walk and the blind to see. Opens prison doors, sets the
captives free; I've got a river of life flowin’ out of me. Spring up, O well—within my soul! Spring up, O well—and make
me whole; Spring up, O well—and give to me that life abundantly.

With Peace and Prayers for the Blessings of Water and Abundant life in God for you, Janet+

Outreach and Mission News

The outreach committee is working to make St. Paul's a source of hope and healing in the community, the nation, and the
world. That grand plan is taking many forms. First, we are implementing a "Plant a Row" for the hungry project where we will help
to coordinate gardeners donating a portion of their crops to local needy families. We are planning some fund raisers for missions and
missionaries. We are looking forward to a mission trip to Haiti the end of 2009 and the beginning of 2010. The first meeting to
discuss the logistics of that mission trip will be May 2 @ 10:00am. If you have any interest in going to Haiti or supporting the
project, please attend. As always, the outreach committee meets the first Saturday of the month at 8:30am. See you there!

Take care. In Christ, Pam
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RE: MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

As we consider projects and needs that come before us, we have decided to be especially mindful of how

our actions | i ne - thepMileniurh Developnmeent Bdal§ dvbich the Episcopal Church is
commi tted to supporting. To help all of us better

them, here is some background information and a synopsis of the goals, taken from Episcopal Relief and
Devel opment material s. We invite everyone at St
many needs that come to our attention, so please do not hesitate to come to the Outreach and Mission
meetings, which are held on the first Saturday of the month, at 8:30 a.m., in the Rectors Office. We look
forward to discussing the MDGG6s and other guidelin:
out in the name of our Lord:

Eight Steps Towards Healing a Hurting World

What are the Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs)?

In 2000, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were established to halve, by the year 2015, the number of people who
live in extreme poverty. Developed by the international community including leaders from 191 countries, the eight goals were
endorsed by the United Nations, development institutions and religious bodies, and have galvanized unprecedented energy
and effort.

Each goal works toward alleviating poverty and disease by e
Millennium Development Goals Challenges Targets
1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger One billion people live on less than $1 | Cut in half the number of people who
USD per day live on less than $1 per day

854 million people are chronically
hungry and one child dies from
hunger every 5 seconds

Cut in half the number of hungry
people

2. Achieve universal primary education

Approximately 77 million children do
not attend primary school

Ensure that girls and boys everywhere
are able to complete primary school

3. Promote gender equality and empower women

96 million young women aged 1524 in
developing countries cannot read or
write

Eliminate discrimination against
women in education

4. Reduce child mortality

26,000 children under five die every
day, many from preventable illnesses

Reduce by two-thirds the number of
children who die before age five

5. Improve maternal health

Approximately 500,000 women die
every year from complications due to
pregnancy and childbirth

Reduce by 75% the number of women
who die as a result of pregnancy and
childbirth

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

One million people die each year from
malariad an easily preventable disease
14,000 new HIV/AIDS infections are
diagnosed every day

Stop the spread of these diseases and
see a decline in death rates

7. Ensure environmental sustainability

1 billion peopled one-fifth of the
worl dés m@Pdgpnothave i on
access to clean water within a 15
minute walk from their home

Forests worldwide are shrinking at an
unprecedented rate

Cut in half the number of people
without access to safe drinking water
Reverse the loss of natural resources
by practicing sustainable development

8. Develop a global partnership for development

Unfair trade systems, crippling debt,
and limited access to markets prevent
growth and opportunity for all people

Improve levels of development
assistance, promote good governance,
provide access to markets, offer
solutions for indebted countries

ERD: The MDGs challenge us to fulfill our mandate, found in the words of Jesus in Matthew 25, where Jesus
portrayed himself as a person suffering from the conditions associated with poverty, and blessed those who

responded to his needs. Her e, Oopeoplue ndindn @Gtwal e me nib
when didwe seeyou hungryéor thirstyéor si cikluostHiass ryeosup odnisde iwa
who are members of my family, you did it to me. o

Episcopal Relief & Development invites Episcopalians to answer the call set forth in Matthew 258 to meet the
needs of the hungry, the sick and the suffering. Giving to Episcopal Relief & Development to help achieve the
MDGs is a power ful and practical way to |live out the

Christ in all persons. o0



VESTRY NOTES i MARCH 2009 _ Well, spring has officially arrived on my calendar. I just hope that sunshine and warm weather
is not far behind and I am really ready! I can’t remember when we have had so many overcast and dreary days as we have had this winter.
The past few months it seems I have always started by saying there is not much to report, and then I drone on for at least a page.
Well this month I really mean it. Things are great! Just a few reminders: ®Watch your calendar for all the events coming up for Holy
Week eConsider coming to the soup suppers on Wednesday night during Lent. The soup is always great and the short estudy session
afterwards is equally great. ®Janet’s bible studies are also very good. Consider attending.
Believe it or not, that’s it! See you in church.

John Mabrey, Senior Warden

APRIL'S INTERGENERATIONAL GATHERING will be on April 5th ... Palm Sunday! What a wonderful day for us to
gather and remember Jesus as he entered into Jerusalem midst great joy and acclamation!! Activites will be planned, food will
be shared, stories will be told and our hearts will again be readied to join Jesus as he journeys towards Jerusalem and
Golgotha. Bring your children and grandchildren and join in the fun!

EASTER

THERE WILL BE ONE SERVICE EASTER SUNDAY MORNING BEGINNING AT 10 O'CLOCK WITH THE FLOWERING OF THE CROSS

BY CHILDREN AND OTHERS WITH THE ST . PAUL®S ANNUAL EASTER BRUNCH FOLLOWI NG TH
WILL BE FURNISHED WITH THE HELP OF SOME OF OUR WONDERFUL PARISHIONERS; A SIGN UP SHEET WILL BE UP IN THE
NARTHEX . JANET WOULD LIKE TO HONOR THE ALTAR GUILD AND THE CHOIR AT THIS BRUNCH SO LET'S TREAT THEM.
PLEASE BRING FLOWERS AND BELLS!

AVA KERR
~ ~ An Invitation ~ ~ I 6d | ike to encourage folks to take advantage of
is offering Thursdays at noon here at St. Paul 6ds. These serend ce
Lift up physical, emotional, or spiritual concerns for anyone -- yourself/family/friends either privately or with Janet whose int entional
prayers are amazing. Thanksgiving prayers are always welcomed. Leave feeling refreshed and blessed to be a part of the St. Pad 0 s
family. Blessings to one and all! Monte
A Great Opportunity

Please plan on joining us Wednesday, April 22nd, 6:00 PM for a parish potluck supper. Our guest will be Candy Armstrong,
Superintendent of The Dalles Schools (District 21). She will explain the reasons the school district is proposing a levy in the May elections.
There will be ample time for questions and dialogue. I have heard her do this for this proposal and she does an excellent job. This is an
opportunity I hope you will not miss. Bring your friends from outside of St. Paul's also.

To John Adams, Ron Fullmer and Laurance Kerr for their time and efforts in
maintaining the irrigation system.

John Langeldt
“Thank you™ notes S
For the safe return of Rule and Lida who had a great trip to visit family in April Birthdays ~
sunny California. i1 Julie Reynolds
To Jan Newson and the choir for leading us so beautifully while Rule and Lida ) Loye Ann May
were gone. _ ‘4 Mary Chrichton
To Shirley Bjelland for repairing the hem on the stage curtain. i g Doris Smith
To Rule Beasley who takes the donated food and other items to the food bank every ‘8 Carolyn Thomas
month and John Mabrey for "pitch hitting” for Rule in March. 10 Verna Browne
To Ava Kerr and her helpers for the great luncheon and going away luncheon for 10 John Hildebrand
Amy and Gavin Mcllvenna. 17 Phyllis McDermid
To the person responsible for planting the bright yellow primroses at the doorway ‘18 Ann Ketchum
to Tayler Hall. ‘18 Leonard Bailey
To Cascade Singers and Lloyd Walworth for another wonderful concert, and 20 Pat Smith
special thanks to Lloyd and Lowry Browning for Seusical the Musical ~ 20 Sandy Leibham
great performances, great fun, great leadership. 26 Tim O'Neil

A NOte Of thanks tO the People Of St. Paul's: P PP |
Dear Friends,

I was recently amongst you for the installation of the Rev. Janet Fullmer. It was a wonderful service. The feast following
the service was outstanding. Even better than these things was the loving & gracious hospitality you extended to all. The people
of St. Paul's & Janet & Ron are very blessed to have each other.

Again, thank you.

Yours in Christ,
Bob Williams




REMINDERS FROM YOUR RECTOR

e Thereis a prayer request basket as you enter the door into the nave and also by the votive candles ~ please note
requests as desired and indicate if the prayers are to be added to the prayer list. If you have prayer request or
notices for the Prayers of the People, call the office or Janet. Thanks!

e Ifyou are interested in being part of St. Paul's Prayer Chain, please contact the office, Ned Kice or Janet. We will
be reorganizing soon and want to make sure that all who wish to be part of this vital ministry are included.

e Ifyou are interested in going to Haiti on a mission trip in January, 2010, please contact Pam Miller or Janet Fullmer
or stop by following the Mission and Outreach meeting on Saturday April 4th.

o The Parochial reports, Vestry reports and basic financial information are posted on the kiosk in the narthex. If you
desire more information, check at the church office.

e The Spiritual Care Department of MCMC will offer a training for the Spiritual Care Volunteer Visitor Program in

June. Please pick up a brochure in the narthex if you're interested in attending.

Please sign-up for Easter lilies on sheet in narthex. Please include your name, the reason or the person being
remembered, and the donation amount if you wish St. Paul's to purchase the lilies. We will print a list of those
giving lilies with the remembrance in the Easter Services bulletins. Please sign-up for Easter lilies on the sheet
in the narthex.

Needed: Editor for The Messenger! Please help!!

LOOKING GOOD
If you haven't seen the new "look" at St. Paul's, you are encouraged to do so. New paint has spiffed-up Tayler Hall and borrowed art
adorns walls on both levels and in surprising places. More art is needed, so if your home has some to spare, bring it to the church.

We'll do our best to hang it, but no promises are made! For your peace of mind, St. Paul's insurance provides coverage for all art on
the premises.

Gretchen Kimsey

MILITARY UPDATES
McCULLOUGH ~ Kim McCullough sends the following report on her "boys™

Kyle is currently trying out for Special Forces, so currently has no address and Turf will be graduating from
Officer School May 14", in Quantico, VA. (Maybe that will be one of the few military ceremonies | make it through

without Ss0o many tears!) He should get his orders in the n
straight to flight school in Pensacola, FL. Regardless, he does have an address! | have been sending him a box of
cookies weekly for him and his 6 roommates. They donoét | a

me heds wasting awayé
Turf's address: 2" Lt. Kris McCullough
A Co. 2" PLT
24164 Belleau Ave.

MCcILVENNA ~ Check the kiosk for updates on Amy and Gavin's deployment, and for needs and card information so we
can keep in touch.

/' rish eyes are smil i nbd
and | rish smiles are bigeé.
Your generous support of Ascension School was once again phenomenal!

We made over $700 to start off our 2009 scholarship fund!!
THANK YOU ALL!

Wit hout my right arm, Denise Beasley, this couldndét have happene
I also want to thank t he-upahdprpae and theifood: dMary Hien Lowb, ¥drna Brdwne, Biane Adams,

Ava Kerr, PK Swart z, Harri et Langfeldt, Jim Foster, Mont eeeDi c ki n
folké serving and in the kitchen: Mary Ell en, Carly and Lagura Lo

Hannah & Hailey Olheiser, Olivia Starks, Pam, Chuck & Anna Miller, Ava and Laurence Kerr, and Kenn McCullough. And not to be
overlooked, our entertainment: Sam Woolsey and Lloyd Walworth.

Irish hearts are hopeful

For great participation I n this yearodos camps/
Camp schedules and registration forms are in the narthex. Call if you have questions or know someone who
would |i ke a scholarship. Dondét forget your own grandchil dre
Kim McCullough, Cove Coordinator (296 -5184)



Palm Sunday

and Holy Week

Palm Sunday 8:00 and 10:00 am

Services ~ Thursday through Sunday, April 9th-12th:

Maunday Thursday 7:00 pm

Garden of Gethsemane Vigil Thursday 9:00 pm to Friday 9:00 am
Sign-up sheet in narthex

Good Friday 7:00 pm

Holy Saturday 10:00 am

The Great Vigil of Easter 8:00 pm

Easter Day 10:00 am



The purpose of St. Paul’s Church is to

celebrate the love of God and to proclaim and witness
this to all through service, worship, education, evan-
gelism and pastoral care.

The Rev. Janet Fullmer, Rector

The Rev. Stephen Schafroth, Deacon
Senior Warden: John Mabrey

Junior Warden: Laurance Kerr
Treasurer: Jerry Frazier
Bookkeeper: Jenny Curtis

Vestry:

Pat Fowler Diane Walworth
Sam Woolsey Amy Mcllvenna
Chuck Miller Marilyn Roth
Andrea Booren Jill Durow

Julie Reynolds

St. Paul s Episcopal

1805 Minnesota Street
The Dalles, OR 97058

Sunday Worship Schedule

8:00 and 10:00 am

(nursery care provided at 10am )
9:00 am Adult Forum

Office hours: Mon -Thurs 8:30-12:30
Contact Information:

(541) 2969587  fax (541) 2969377
Email: info@stpaulsthedalles.org
Website: www.stpaulsthedalles.org

Church



