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Message from the Rector 

 

St. Paulôs Messenger 

 
St. Roch  

 

Patron of Dogs and Those Who Love Them  

 

Feast Day: August 16 
 

Dog Days of Summer: Caniculares dies. OK, itôs 

hot! The Dog Days of Summer are hereðeven our 

retrievers find the middle of the day too hot to run 

around in. They dream of a dip in the Columbia 

Riverðor at least a walk later in the evening when 

thereôs a breeze and a few degrees off of the ther-

mometer.  

    The term ñdog daysò was in use by the ancient 

Greeks and Romans, and Aristotle even referred to 

it in Physics! The Romans called these days canicu-

lares dies (days of the dogs) after Sirius (the "Dog 

Star," in Latin Canicula), the brightest star in the 

heavens besides the Sun. Bradyôs Clavis Calendar-

ium, 1813, referred to it as an evil time ñwhen the 

seas boiled, wine turned sour, dogs grew mad, and 

all creatures became languid, causing to man burn-

ing fevers, hysterics, and phrensies.  

    With such a history, I was surprised to discover 

that these hot days have a history in the church: The 

1552 Book of Common Prayer denotes that the 

"Dog Daies" begin on July 6 and end on August 17. 

We donôt have the ñDog Daysò mentioned in our 

current Book of Common Prayer, nor do we have 

St. Roch, (or Rocke) known as the Patron Saint of 

Dogs, mentioned in our feasts and fasts. But St. 

Roch is one of my favorites: heôs known as the Pa-

tron Saint of Dogs and is usually pictured with a 

dog, a hound who carries a loaf of bread in its 

mouth. St. Roch is a rarityða 13th Century pilgrim 

who had renounced his privilege in society, tended 

to villagers stricken by the plague, who then also 

contracted the plague and went to die alone in a for-

est. He surely would have died there, but for the 

ministrations of a dog who brought him food.  
    But it seems fitting to me that St. Roch Day is 

August 16, just coming in under the wire of the 

BCP ñDog Daies.ò To mark the extraordinary  

blessings that dogsðand other animals tooðare in 

our lives, on Sunday August 16, after the 10:00 am 

service and coffee hour, we will have a blessing of 

animals. So just run home, get your companions, and 

come back for a short service of anointing and bless-

ing of those who give us so much love and care that 

we cannot often enough give thank for them or ask 

Godôs blessings of them. The least we owe them is 

to live a life worthy of their devotion. 
 

Confirmations 

Other news that I want to highlight is that on August 

20, we will have the joy of welcoming Bishop Nedi 

to St. Paulôs for her first visit here, for Confirma-

tions.  The service is scheduled for 7:00 pm, and 

there will be desserts and time to relax and talk to-

gether as well as to support the confirmands and 

welcome them as new members of the Episcopal 

Church.  It will be such a celebration and blessing to 

have Bishop Nedi hereðplease mark your calendars 

now, so that you may come and share in this joyful 

time.  Our confirmands certainly need our support 

and prayers, so in these days of preparation, please 

keep them in your prayers. 

http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Sirius
http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Sun
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Stewardship 
 

   And finally, I want to tell you a bit about the vestry 

mini-retreat from my point of view. We met to talk 

and pray about stewardship: what it means to be stew-

ards. Lee Kiefer offered this traditional understanding 

of ñstewardshipò: It is everything I do after I say I be-

lieve. Everything! That encompasses a lot, doesnôt it? 

And puts it in the perspective it is meant to be. It 

means that we cannot separate out ñtime, talent, and 

moneyò or, Sunday, Church, or a pledge, or any other 

thing from the call that God puts on our lives to be 

wholly and completely the Lordôs. And we then can 

see that God gives us back more than we can ask or 

imagine.  

    It brings to my mind the song: You are my strength 

when I am weak; you are the treasure that I seek, you 

are my all in allé. Seeking you as a precious jewel, 

Lord to give up Iôd be a fool, you are my all in all. 

Jesus, lamb of God, worthy is your nameé (Dennis L. 

Jernigan) - and the verse: Where your treasure is 

there will your heart be also (Luke 12:34; Matthew 

6:21). 

    Stewardship is just a word that calls us to 

hearken to our hearts, to attend and be mindful of 

the treasure in our lives. When we know and re-

member that our treasure is God, and when we 

know and remember that our joy and peace is ñour 

hearts resting in Godò (St. Augustine) and our ac-

tions flowing from the overriding grace and secu-

rity of being held in Godôs loveéthat, then, is the 

stewardship we are called to. As we say in the Eu-

charistic Prayers when we acknowledge this basic 

relationship of trust, hope, and joy in the Lord:  
 

   It is right to give Him thanks and praiseé it is 

   right, and a good and joyful thing, always and  

   everywhere to give thanks to you, Father  

   Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

For of His fullness we have all received, and 

grace upon grace. John 1:16 

    So, in these hot dog days of summer, and as we 

head into a new season of hope and learning and 

renewal of our minds and bodies this fall, let us 

rejoice that we have each other, rejoice that we 

have companions with four feet and wings, rejoice 

that we have the treasure that we seek, right here, 

right now, with us always. Thanks be to God! 

  In peace and joy, Janet+ 

 

Holy Services and Parish Meetings 
 

 Sundays 8 am Holy Eucharist 

  9 am Rectorôs forum 

  10 am  Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee hour 

 Tuesdays 1 pm Bible Study 

 Thursdays noon Healing Service 
 

 August 1 (Saturday)    Outreach 8:30 am 

     Tori Dickinson wedding 3 pm 

 August 4 (Tuesday)   Worship Committee noon 

 August 5 (Wednesday)    Ladiesô Lunch Bunch 1 pm 

 August 18 (Tuesday)   Messenger deadline 

 August 19 (Wednesday) Vestry 7 pm 

 August 20 (Thursday)   Confirmation  7 pm 

 August 27 (Thursday)   Parish Commission on Ministry 7 pm  

 

The Rectorôs Forum  

 

at 9 am on Sunday 

 will continue through the summer  

(between the 8 and 10 am services)  

on the topic of  

 

ñThe Difficult Sayings of Jesus.ò 

Prayer for Confirmation  

 

Grant, Almighty God, that we, who have been redeemed 

from the old life of sin by our baptism into the death and 

resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, may be renewed 

in your Holy Spirit, and live in righteousness and true 

holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.          Book of Common Prayer, p. 254 

In Appreciation  
 

Thanks to Alice Rohrbacher and Sharon 

Paz for keeping the flower beds  

looking great. 
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SENIOR WARDENôS UPDATE 
 

YOUR VESTRY? BUSY! Very, very busy!! I first joined them for the 

mini-Vestry Retreat with Canon Lee Kiefer on June 27th. It was a full day 

of sharing and growth with the main theme being stewardship. But wait! It 

wasnôt primarily the financial aspect! It had more to do with the life and 

the vibrant health of St. Paulôs. Stay tuned for more good stuff to come! 
 

The July Vestry meeting was energizing. The meeting started with some 

caring and sharing moments followed by prayerful time spent with 

scriptures Janet had selected to tie in with the work that was before us. We 

left around 9:00 pm and by 6:45 the next morning, Diane Walworth had 

our summary and ñto doò list in our inboxes with the suggestion to 

consider everything thoughtfully and prayerfully. It is a privilege to be a 

part of this caring, faithful group.  
 

So, what is St. Paulôs doing in the lives of parishioners? Godôs hand is at 

work! Weôve enjoyed two book studies (The Shack and Archbishop Tutuôs 

No Future Without Forgiveness) with a suggestion to repeat The Shack 

and do it out in the community next time. The 9:00 am Rectorôs Forum on 

Sundays, primarily a Bible study, has been so popular (yes, even in 

summer!) that we frequently need to make more copies to go around. The 

Healing Services (Thursdays at noon and also the 3rd Thursday at 7:00 pm) 

have provided comfort and some amazing results already. Janet is 

ALWAYS perking in a variety of locations providing pastoral care ï and 

looks to us to provide more names for caretaking. The Knitting Ministry 

has provided prayer shawls (and other knitted items) which are blessed 

and given with much love and care. There are fundraising activities for the 

January mission trip to Haiti, plusðwe have a new confirmation class 

forming! 
 

This names just a portion of what is happening in and around the church. 

What can we do for you? What would you like to do with us and for St. 

Paulôs? What suggestions do you have to help us care for the church, for 

each other, and for those outside of the church? Be looking in future 

Messengers for descriptions of more activities, groups, and committees to 

see what fits you. Or better yet, give us your ideas for something we could 

help you initiate! Letôs keep the energy flowing!   
 

In Christ ~  
 

Monte Dickinson, Senior Warden 

 298-2173 (cell 980-0513) dickinson@gorge.net  

  

 

 

Photos from Monteôs installation on July 12th 

A NOTE  

FROM JUDY REID 
 

When I accepted the position 

as church secretary last 

January, I planned to work as 

long as needed or until Janet 

could find someone else. I 

now have a chance to work on 

renovating our old house with 

my husband, Doug, in the 

coming months, and so I've 

needed to revise my plans to 

take advantage of that 

opportunity. 
 

I truly appreciate having had 

the time to serve the St. Paul's 

family and get a glimpse of 

the time and effort so freely 

given by so many to make St. 

Paul's what it is. A very 

special "thank you" to those 

individuals plus everyone who 

has given support, 

encouragement and assistance 

to me - especially Verna 

Browne, Ava Sue Kerr, 

Shirley Bjelland, and Jerry 

Frazier. 
 

August should be a good 

month for a transitioné the 

timing seemed right. I wish 

nothing but the best for all of 

you! 

 

               Sincerely, Judy 

mailto:dickinson@gorge.net


 

August  

Birthdays ~ 
 

 

 3 Lida Beasley 

 8 Carla Acol 

12 Rule Beasley 

14 Claudia Leash 

16 Helen Felt 

18 Marta Moser 

18 Sharon Bailey 

21 Rich Davis 

22 John Langfeldt 

23 Bill Ketchum 

Episcopal Minute 

from the Altar Guild 
 

Continuing with the linens (small) used on Godôs 

Altaré 
 

Corporal: It is a ninefold ñplacematò to protect 

the Fair Linen to catch any consecrated particles 

or drops of wine which might fall on it during the 

Eucharist. This large (18òx18ò) square of linen 

takes its name from the Latin corpus (meaning 

body). It unfolded and placed on the Altar under 

the Chalice. 
 

Purificator : It was developed to purify (cleanse 

or wipe) the lip of the Chalice after each person 

is communicated. Smaller than the corporal, it is 

also used to clean the paten and the chalice after 

the ablutions (cleaning done at the Altar) by the 

sacred ministers after communion. 
 

   Shirley Bjelland 

 From Gretchen: 

 "This Old House"  

is celebrating 100 years of life, and you are 

invited to come and celebrate her birthday! 

When: 2-5 pm, Sunday, Sept. 6 

Where:  The Kimsey home  

at 420 E. 11th Street, The Dalles 

Mark your calendars!   

24 Jerry Browne 

25 Harriet Langfeldt  

26 Kathleen Martin 

26 Norma Clark 

27 Lewis Hodgkins 

28 Sally Forster 

ñHappy Birthday, Oregon... 

150 Years of Dreamsò 
 

...is this year's theme of the Wasco County Fair, 

August 13-16, 2009. Come support the fair and see 

some of St. Paul's youth show their 4-H projects.  
 

Laura Lowe:  Market Sheep, Dogs, Sewing, 

Photography, Cooking, Modeling, Woodworking, 

Presentation, Jr. Superintendent 
 

Carly Lowe:  Market Hogs, Horse, Dogs, Sewing, 

Photography, Clay, Canning and Drying Foods, 

Modeling, Educational Display, Cake Decorating 
 

Hailee Olheiser:  Market Sheep, Horse, Goats, 

Sewing, Cooking, Modeling, Presentation 
 

Hannah Olheiser:  Market Hogs, Horse, Sewing, 

Cooking, Modeling  
 

Delaney Schanno: Beef 
 

These girls will also be going to the Oregon State Fair 

to model and be on the State Teen Staff. 

After School Productions 
 

Have you noticed the blue tape on the floor of 

Taylor Hall and wondered what was going on? 

Lowry Browning says:  

 

    I am one of the sponsors of the After School 

Productions project. The cast and crew are all 

former students of mine from the high school. They 

are rehearsing Neil Simon's Rumors at St. Paul's 

two days a week, and will perform it August 6-8 at 

The Dalles Wahtonka High School auditorium. 

The groupôs director is Alex Patton. 

    The Theatre Company of The Dalles, of which I 

am a board member, agreed to sponsor them and 

help with sets and costumes. In return, they will 

give profits from the show towards the scholarship 

that the Theatre Company awards to a drama 

student each year. Also, any other proceeds that the 

group makes will be donated to TDWHS Drama 

department. It is a great idea and I think that the 

kids will learn a lot about putting on a production 

and how important it is to put on a well-directed 

show.  
The Ladiesô Lunch Bunch 

 

will meet Wednesday, August 5, at noon 

at the Diocesan Chapel for Eucharist, then 

have lunch together. Watch for the email 

announcing the lunch location. 
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Comprehensive Plan for Funding Projects 
 

After many years of financially responding to needs as they arose, the Outreach Committee is establishing a 

comprehensive plan for funding projects based on our mission statement.  
 

At our meeting on June 26, we brainstormed projects St. Paulôs could support and made decisions on 

funding. Criteria for funding projects involved whether the project 1) was local, national, or global in scope, 

2) had been supported in the past, and 3) fit with our mission statement. Some projects will be funded from 

quarterly thank offerings, some from designated appeals, and some from the regular church budget. 
 

Some money was left undesignated so that St. Paulôs is able to respond to emergency situations that may 

develop (such as natural disasters) or special requests. The committee is still working with the treasurer to 

clean up old accounts and make designations.  

Mission and Outreach  
 

July 2009  

International Projects: 

Sudan Sunrise 

American Friends of Diocese of Jerusalem 

Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) 

Heifer Project 

Haiti Mission 

Living Water 

Medical Care 

Local Projects: 

Haven 

Big Brother, Big Sister 

Community Meals 

Meals on Wheels 

Ascension School 

Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets 

St. Paulôs Community Garden (to be developed) 

Plant a Row 

Salvation Army back to school supplies 

Habitat for Humanity 

The Haiti Mission Trip  
 

The Haiti Mission is actively moving forward. 

About 15-16 people will be traveling to Haiti 

January 10-19, 2010.  
 

Several fundraisers are planned to support the 

work of the group, but travel expenses will all 

be covered by individuals.  
 

Car washes were held in June and July, and 

others are planned for August, and September. 

The team completed a yard clean up at the 

Diocesan House and will do another at Pam 

Millerôs office. There is also a special Haitian 

dinner planned for October.  
 

Remember: The entire congregation is 

involved in the mission trip, not just the 

individuals physically traveling! 

 

Haiti Fundraising  
 

  Our second car wash at the church during the 
  8 am and 10 am services on Sunday, July 19, 
  raised $437.00 for our Haiti tripðway to go  
  team! 
 

  And we had 10 people show up for the  
  Diocesan Center cleanup at 8 am on  
  Saturday, July 18, working 2-3 hours eachð 
  oh, my aching back. Good job everyone! 
     Ron  

National Projects: 

 Katrina Relief 

 Navajo Land 


