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Message from the Rector 

 

St. Paulôs Messenger 

I have a good friend who is from India. One day, 

I asked her a simple question: What is your favorite 

flower? Her answer amazed me. She said, ñA sun-

flower, for I want only ever to be a Son-follower; sun-

flowers face east at sunrise, and during the day, they 

follow the sun, from east to west. At the end of the 

day, they return to face east to wait in hope for the sun 

to rise again. That is what I want my life to look like: 

always seeking the Son, following him throughout the 

day, and at the end of the day, returning again to rest 

and wait expectantly for another day with him.ò 
 

   I later found out that sunflowers ñfollow the sunò 

only in their bud stage. In their blooming stage, the 

stem becomes "frozen," stationary, usually facing east, 

but sometimes facing south, toward the strongest sun. 

So Iôve been thinkingðdo I seek to follow the Son 

like that? Do you? And I have a related question: How 

would anyone else know? 
 

   This isnôt the final answer to these questions, but I 

have been fascinated to read about a group of people 

who have begun an underground movement to spread 

the joy of sunflowers. These lovers of sunflowers may 

not see them as the hardy harbingers of Godôs love 

and care for all creation that I do, but they see them as 

signs of hope and joy nonetheless. So, they have re-

cently begun an informal tradition of celebrating and 

spreading cheer via International Sunflower Guerilla 

Gardening Day. 
 

   On a day, usually May Day, gardeners around the 

world plant sunflowers in neglected public placesð

transforming blighted and forgotten trash heaps, unus-

able roadways, neighborhood vacant lots, and you 

name what other abandoned or neglected spot that at-

tracts weeds, discarded paper bags and litter, or what-

everðinto flowering beauty with the lovely, majestic 

sunflowers. 
 

   I love what these people are doing, because they are 

actively participating in Godôs redemptive work in the 

world: they are participating in the transformation of 

neglected, abused and unattractive places into places 

infiltrated by Godôs creative beauty and life! They are 

showing that there is no place so dark, no place so 

neglected or overgrown with weeds, discarded 

parts, or vermin, that Godôs love cannot reach into 

it and transform it.  
 

   Corrie ten Boom, whose experiences in the 

Ravensbruck concentration camp, as well as other 

terrors of World War II, gave her voice to speak of 

Godôs love surviving and sustaining those who 

lived and died in such dark places, said, ñThere is 

no pit so deep that Godôs love is not deeper still.ò 

Sometimes, the only reminder of Godôs deep love 

that we can see is the speck of life in the midst of 

the darkness. In her book, The Hiding Place,  

Corrie told of a very dark time, when she was in 

Ah, Sun-flower weary of time. 

Who countest the steps of the Sun: 

Seeking after that sweet golden clime 

Where the travellers journey is doneé 
 

From Ah, Sunflower, by William Blake 



solitary confinement, and was allowed no visitors, no contact or news with others. She begged God for a sign 

of His presenceðsome sign of life and hope.  
 

   God sent her an ant! Corrie cared for this ant as both a friend and a sign from God of His very presence there 

with her, and that ant gave her hope, strength, and the conviction that she could survive her brutal internment 

with love and faith and hope intact.  
 

   So, too, in our own lives, there is no part of our world that is so dark, so hopeless and so abandoned, that we, 

Son-followers, bringing care, love and a seed of hope, cannot reach into the depth of the darkness and plant 

hope, plant life, plant Godôs very presence.  
 

   We are not to be stingy with these seeds of hope. Small sunflowers produce about 800 seeds per head, and 

the larger ones 2000. Thatôs a lot of seed for us to throwða lot of prayers, acts of kindness, words of comfort 

and intentional blessings given! 
 

   In reading Luke this month, we will see that Jesus is relentlessly and strongly 

urging us to realize that there is no time to delayðjudgment is coming now, and 

we must be ready. He is coming to the end of his journey on earth, and he has an 

unmitigated and simple message: Do not wait. Do not wait to bring relief to those 

in need, blessings to those who cannot repay; do not think about what you will do 

in the future, it must be done now. This very day. Plotting and planning for what 

may come, or the advantage we may get, is wasted time at best; it is, in fact, 

squandered time. The time for making the kingdom known is now. 
 

   So, letôs get busy throwing those seedsðsowing hope, joy and beauty. Thereôs 

a lot of work to be done before the journey is done and our time of travelling in 

this world is ended.  
 

   Thanks be to God, our steps are dotted with the magnificent brightness and 

dogged cheerfulness of sunflowers and Son-followers. And I want to be one, too! 
 

     As Corrie ten Boom would sayéHallelujah! Amen. 
 

                                                                                                   With Love, Janet+ 

 

Holy Services and Parish Meetings 
 

    Sundays  8 am Holy Eucharist 

              9 am Adult Forum 

            10 am  Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee hour 

    Tuesdays      1 pm  Bible Study at Mill Creek 

    Thursday      noon Healing Service 
  
    August   4  (Wednesday) Parish Potluck 5:30 pm 

    August 15  (Sunday) Children & Youth service 

    August 17  (Tuesday) Worship Committee 11:30 am 

    August 18  (Wednesday) Vestry 7 pm 

    August 22  (Sunday) Messenger deadline   

(continued from previous page) 

 

 



SENIOR WARDEN'S UPDATE 
 

   Oh my goodness. We have so many things to celebrate and be 

thankful for as the summer months unfold. The childrenôs mural 

project, headed by Anya Ballinger Kawka, is in the works; the St. 

Paulôs highway clean-up crew is making its inaugural sweep and is in 

full swing on I-84; children have been making memories by attending 

camp at Ascension School; our Haiti team continues to meet and plan 

for future trips to support Father Noe; and we even had a fondue coffee 

hour! Who wudda thunk?  
 

   Iôd like to reflect back to Janetôs ñMessage from the Rectorò in the 

last Messenger, which really struck a chord with me. I think her words 

bear repeatingðand then letôs run with it! Her notion was, ñthe Gospel 

readings are rich with the process of growing, ripening, and maturing; 

we as people of faith and disciples of Christ are continually in the 

process of ripening and maturing...but in this process, we must GO.ò 

She talks about the ñGOò including opening our hearts and lives to love 

and care for those in need; caring for all as Godôs children, our 

neighbors; shifting from the need to satisfy our own interests first, to 

seeking God first.  
 

   I see St. Paulôs growing by leaps and bounds in the GOING! But 

there is more to be done. Diane Walworth has alluded to our ñgoingò in 

her wonderful bulletin board that greets us as we go downstairs and 

enter Taylor Hallðdonôt miss it, it is straight ahead. Thank you Diane! 

She lists some of the places/people we are serving both near and afar. 
 

   Wouldnôt it be wonderful if we would continually make our list grow 

of the many places we GO as the hands and feet of Jesus? Letôs do that 

visiblyðGO and then GROW in that GOING.  
 

   Iôve used Dianeôs list as the jump-off point of some of the places we 

GO/serve. The list is found on the bulletin board across from the office 

with a pen ready for you to use to add to the list. I invite you to add 

your ideas to that list of places you give the gift of your time and 

talents. Could be volunteering at the church or elsewhere, could be job- 

related, could be something you do regularly or occasionally. For 

example, do you serve on any boards? Are you a part of any 

community service projects? Be specific about what you do thereðit 

might plant a seed for someone who would also enjoy serving others in 

the same way. For example: ñVeteransô Home: visitorò or, ñVeteransô 

Home: playing cards.ò  
 

   Letôs take our cue from one another to expand what we each do to 

ñlove and serve the Lord with gladness and singleness of heart.ò Letôs 

celebrate the GO and let each of us GROW. 
 

   Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and continually give thanks! 

And GO!  

In Christ ~  
 

Monte Dickinson, Senior Warden 
 

(541) 298-4484    (cell 541-980-0513)    dickinson@gorge.net  

Coming Up:  
Summer Book Group  

 

August 10 & 17, 7 pm  
 

   For a little lighter and highly-  

interesting book to read and share 

thoughts about, check out Barbara 

Brown Taylor's book, An Altar in 

the World.  If you'd like a copy, 

please leave your name in the  

office, and we'll get one for you. 

   The meetings are planned for 

Tuesday evenings, 7 pm August 10 

and 17ðwith dessertðin St. 

Paul's Library. 
 

Happy reading in the heat! 

First Wednesday Potluck  
 

August 4, 5:30 pm, Tayler Hall 
 

   Bring something for the grill and 

a side dish or salad or dessert to 

share. This is easy, no-frills din-

ingðso bring your own place set-

tings or use the paper goods pro-

vided. 

Messenger deadline  
 

Please submit articles and no-

tices for Septemberôs Messenger 

to julierey@charter.net by  

Sunday, August 22. Thanks. 
 

         Julie Reynolds, editor 

mailto:dickinson@gorge.net


¶ A salute to Alice Rohrbacher for her many 

years of love and Master Gardener expertise, 

as well as the countless hours she put in over 

the years to make the St. Paul's gardens col-

orful and beautiful. Alice is retiring from this 

ministry and we give thanks for her artistic 

sensibility and years of service. 
 

¶ Our painting angels have swooped in again 

and have given the sanctuary a "lift" with a 

new shade of paint on the wall facing the 

congregation as well as the side chapel and 

choir. It's Shirley Bjellend and Joann Manciu 

who have done the work this timeðand they 

had wonderful helpers in Dan Manciu, Verna 

Browne, Laurance Kerr, Ron Fullmer, and 

Julie Reynolds. Thank you all so much!  
 

¶ As visitors and new members join our 

church family, we frequently hear how they 

were made to feel welcome. Thank you to 

our St. Paul's family members who enjoy 

sharing the gift of hospitality. 
 

¶ Welcome to Ron Clark as he joins Gretchen 

Kimsey as an Adopt-A-Space partner for the 

garden areas in front of the church. Ron has 

been pruning, planting and "barking" on 

many different days! Thank you, and wel-

come, Ron! 
 

¶ Continued thanks to Sharon Paz for her care-

taking of plants inside the church. The 

plants give us beautiful reminders through-

out the year of yet another way that we are 

enjoying growth and new life. 

 

Dear Community of  

St. Paul's, 
 

   It will be six months in 

a couple of weeks since 

we arrived in Oregon for 

Jenni to start new therapy 

in hopes of curing her 

cancer. We had no idea we would only have 10 days 

to reconnect with friends and enjoy the beautiful 

home and land.  
 

   During those 10 days you provided us with love, 

labor, compassion and beautiful meals; anything you 

perceived we needed, we were given. We didn't have 

to ask for anything. The moment we arrived we felt 

loved and "taken care of.ò The community of St. 

Paul's immersed us, embraced us, held our hands and 

hearts. Your thoughts and prayers for Jenni and our 

family were palpable. Jenni mentioned a number of 

times how amazing you were and how grateful she 

felt for being that place with friends and family. 
 

   After Jenni died, you continued to surround us with 

an inspiring service, beautiful music, reception, re-

freshments, kind words and warm hugs. We couldn't 

have gone through that experience any other place or 

with any other community. 
 

   Thank you, thank you, thank you. 
 

   Blessings to you, 
 

                            Jane Lyon and family  

¶ To Julie Reynolds, Ann Marie Woolsey, and Wanda Olson for the fabulous Messenger that makes St. Paulôs 

come alive on paper each and every month. 

¶ To all of our rummage sale angels who almost took up residence at St. Paulôs to see the project through. 

¶ For Ron Fullmerôs talents and faithful updating of pictures and links on the St. Paulôs website. 

¶ For all the talented people who are providing special music for our summer services. 

¶ For Laurance Kerr, who is so responsive and flexible as he tends to projects and repairs around St. Paulôs. 

¶ To Wanda Olson, our office manager, as she keeps the sunshine flowing at St. Paulôs with her award-

winning smile. 

¶ To the Financial Oversight committee for incredible work. Members: Don Dickinson, chair, Jenny Curtis, 

Ron Fullmer, and Pat Fowler. 

¶ To Ava Sue Kerr for 20 years of organizing fellowship activities. 

¶ To Marilyn Roth for preaching at the Presbyterian church. 

¶ To Ava Sue Kerr for her energy and follow-through in initiating the highway clean-up effort. 

¶ To Jerry Frazier for his time and talent as Treasurer for St. Paulôs and the Diocese. 

Our heartfelt thanks for service...   



Episcopal Minute  
from the Altar Guild  

 

VESTMENTS:  
 

   Cassock A black robe worn by priests or deacons, and 

are usually worn with a white over-garment called a 

surplice. A canon may wear a black cassock with red 

piping, or (with permission) may wear a purple cassock. 

Deans and archdeacons may wear black cassocks with red 

or purple piping. Lay readers, choir members and acolytes 

can also (and often do) wear cassocks. 
 

   Chimere A long sleeveless coat-like vestment worn by 

a bishop. 
 

   Cope A vestment of dignity which may be worn by any 

order of the clergy, but is usually thought of as being worn 

by a bishop, along with his miter. The cope is a long and 

heavy semicircular cloak of rich material, generally 

matching other vestments in the color of the season. 
 

                      Shirley Bjelland 

Meal Ministry  
 

   Thanks so much to the following people who have 

shared dinner and conversation with Art and Jane Scha-

froth over the past several weeks. They include: Diane 

Walworth, Denise Beasley, Kaethe Worcester, De-

wanda Clark, Janet Fullmer, Judy Reid, Peg Davis, 

Ava Kerr, Pat Fowler, Diane Adams, Gretchen Kimsey 

and Harriet Langfeldt.  
 

   For those who may not beware of how this works: The 

church office, Janet Fullmer or an individual lets me know 

that a parish family, for whatever reason, would appreci-

ate having meals delivered to their home. Sometimes it is 

for a period after someone gets out of the hospital, or dur-

ing a time of grief and bereavement, or a time of ill health. 
 

   When there is a need, we deliver a simple meal and 

when appropriate, take a little time to visit. Sometimes, 

this is more important than the food. 
 

   If you would like to be a part of the deeply appreciated 

ministryðplease contact me. I prefer, if possible, email 

harrietlangfeldt@gmail.comðand you can be on the list! 
 

   Thanks again to all those who have served in the past 

few monthsðeven if your name is not on the above list. 
 

                                    Harriet Langfeldt, Coordinator 

12 Rule Beasley 

14 Claudia Leash 

18 Sharon Bailey 

18 Marta Moser 

21 Rich Davis 

22 John Langfeldt 

23 Bill Ketchum 

24 Jerry Browne 

25 Harriet Langfeldt 

26 Norma Clark 

26 Kathleen Martin 

27 Lewis Hodgkins 

28 Sally Forster 

August  

Birthdays ~ 

Community Meal  
 

   What a threesome! 
 

   On July 25, the Community Mealð

prepared, served, and cleaned up by Denise 

Beasley, Kaethe Worcester and Harriet Lang-

feldtðwas enjoyed by more guests than we 

have had in three or four years. NINETY- 

EIGHT servings were dished up!  
 

   It was 100 degrees outside, and that may 

have been reason for the unusually large 

number of guests, but what ever the reason, 

everyone was most appreciative. Our spe-

cialtyðFloating Tacos with all the trim-

mings, green salad, watermelon, brownies 

and ice creamðwas a huge hit! Our guests 

did a great job of putting away the chairs and 

helping clean the tables. We all agreed it was 

a memorable evening.  
 

   Our next Community Meal date is Sunday, 

September 26. Call Denise if you can help!  

We are looking for new Sunday 
School Teachers...  

 

   ...to take a turn teaching. The curriculum 

is exciting and the kids are wonderful. If you 

would be interested, please contact Gretchen 

Kimsey, Pam Miller, or Janet Fullmer. 

mailto:harrietlangfeldt@gmail.com


Childrenôs Mural 
 

   Please be thinking about a 

theme for the childrenôs mural 

which will adorn the Sunday 

School room across from the 

kitchen, in Tayler Hall.  
 

   Anya Ballinger Kawka will lead 

the childrenðand all of usðin 

discovering our artistic and crea-

tive talents, as we create and paint 

this great addition to the space.  
 

   WHAT that mural will depict is 

up to us to decide! So, if there is a 

theme that particularly speaks to 

you, write it down and put it in 

the Mural Suggestion Box in the 

Narthex. It might be a Bible verse 

or story, a theme such as creation 

or healing, or The Holy Spirité

oré.oré.or! Exercise those little 

grey cells, and then exercise that 

right brain, and have a whole lot 

of fun in the process! 
 

    If you are interested in helping 

make this project happen, please 

contact: 

Anya Kawka, 541-965-2902 

Worship Committee Report, June 29  
 

   Three services using supplementary liturgical materials called 

ñEnriching Our Worship,ò or ñEOW,ò have been planned with the 

permission of the Bishop. The first service was held on June 27, the 

second on July 27, and the third will be on August 29. Deacon Steve 

Schafroth is working on new Prayers of the People for that service, so 

if anyone is interested in having input they should let him know.  
 

   St. Paulôs children and youth will be planning and doing the service 

on August 15. 
 

   September 12 will be ñWelcome Back Sunday,ò with the return of 

the choir and commissioning of Sunday School teachers. 
 

   The next meeting of the Worship Committee will be August 17, 

11:30 am. 

VESTRY IN MOTION  
   The most recent Vestry meeting started with prayers of thanks-

giving, concerns, and a reading/discussion of scripture from Mat-

thew. Kudos were given for a variety of people filling all kinds of 

roles around St. Paulôs, including Ava Kerrôs 20 years of service 

with the Fellowship Committee. Ava is retiring and Pat Fowler has graciously stepped in to chair that group. 

Thank you Pat! We decided to invite the neighborhood to the September 1st Wednesday Potluck with a 

family focus, including children's games. Thanks to Andrea Booren and Marilyn Roth for offering assis-

tance. 
 

   The Financial Oversight Committee presented a document summarizing their recent review of records. 

The report was deemed impressive and thanks were given to Jenny Curtis, Don Dickinson, Ron Fullmer, and 

Pat Fowler for many hours of work on it. Jerry gave that group his thanks and praise and presented the cur-

rent financial statements. The vestry voted to increase the pay for our nursery attendant to $12.50 an hour, 

and decided to advertise for an adult who could commit to being there every Sunday.  
 

   There was discussion to review upkeep of the building and grounds. A vote was taken to resurface the 

parking lot. We decided to defer repairs and/or upgrades to the organ until the organ is going to be utilized 

regularly. Kudos were given to Shirley Bjelland and Joanne Manciu for hours of painting in the sanctuary. 

Junior Warden Laurance Kerr will pursue options for repairing the cross on the top of the church, as well as 

the feasibility of moving the sound system to a new location. 

Sunday School Outing at the Underhill Site  
 

Saturday, August 14  
 

   Join parents, grandparents, Sunday school teachers, children, and 

the rest of our St. Paul's family for a day of fun and exploration at the 

Underhill Site in Dufur on Saturday, August 14. 
 

   We will meet at St. Paul's at 9:30 am and carpool to the picnic site, 

returning to St. Paul's by 3 pm.  
 

   Please bring a sack lunchðextra water and snacks will be provided. 

We will have time for play, reflection  and enjoying God's amazing 

creation.  
 

   Questions? Call Pam Miller or Gretchen Kimsey.  

 



Adopt -A-Highway  
 

   The second highway clean-up work party will begin 

at 7 am on August 15, before church. Volunteers will 

meet at St. Paulôs and go together to continue work on 

the section of the highway we have been cleaning.  
 

   All potential volunteers need to watch a 15-minute 

video that explains the procedure and safety rules.  
 

   Ava Kerr (541-296-5654) has the video to lend, so 

call her if you would like to be involved.  

Living Water International (LWI) Trip to Haiti  
 

   In October, Ron Fullmer will be taking another Living Water International trip 

to Haiti to repair wells. On this trip, the group may fly directly into Port au 

Prince, instead of Cap Haitien. LWI is looking into purchasing a compound in 

Port au Prince, where the need is most urgent at this time. 
 

   If you would like to help out with the LWI compound, you may donate to them 

directly at www.water.cc, noting that it is for ñPort au Prince Mission Com-

pound,ò or you may make out a check to Living Water International, and Ron will 

send it on to the organization. 
 

   To help out with Ronôs October trip, send him a check made out to LWI, noting 

that it is for ñRon FullmerðOctober Haiti Trip,ò and he will get it to the correct 

destination. 
 

   Thanks again from Ron to those who have already helped, and thanks for your 

continued thoughts and prayers for the people of Haiti, for LWI and for all of the 

people who are traveling there to do what they can  to help ease the burden. 

Father Noe at St. Paulôs 
 

   Father Noe Bernier and his wife Sherly from Cap Haitien, 

Haiti, will be in The Dalles August 19-24. Father Noe is the 

priest whose school and work we have been supporting.  
 

  On Saturday morning, August 21 at 9 am, the Haiti Project 

team and anyone interested in meeting Father Noe will meet in 

Tayler Hall for breakfast. Following breakfast, we will hold an 

organizational and information meeting to discuss plans, objec-

tives, expectations and dates for our next mission trip, for 

which Father Noe will be able to offer insights into the needs 

and hopes of his people in Cap Haitien. Attendance at this 

meeting doesnôt commit you to anything more than gathering 

information! Please plan to attend, and bring anyone else you 

think might be interested in serving on an educational or medi-

cal mission team. 
 

RSVP to info@stpaulsthedalles.org 

Car Wash for Haiti Project  
 

   Got a dirty vehicle? Weôve got buck-

ets, suds, and strong arms to clean it 

up! The Haiti Project team will spon-

sor a series of car washes this summer 

to raise money for the project. 
 

   There will be Sunday morning car 

washes August 15 and September 12. 

You can bring your car to church dirty, 

and drive home after the service in a 

sparkling clean vehicle. All car washes 

are on a donation basis, and you are 

asked to be generous since the money 

will support children in Haiti. 

Haiti Project News  

 

 

The Sunday School children and youth of 

St. Paulôs will be helping with the 10 am 

Sunday service on August 15. 

http://www.water.cc
mailto:info@stpaulsthedalles.org


Discovery Camp at Ascension School, Cove  
July 7 -9, 2010 

Diane plays with Macauley, 
Anna, and Adria, while Anne 

and Emma rest along the edge 
of the pool.  

Left: Anne, Macauley, Emma, 
Adria, Anna, and Diane at the 
evening campfire.  

The Dalles group : 
 

Andrea Booren with 
grandson Sage, Kenn 

McCullough with 
nephew Garrett, Stuart 
Foster with son Henry, 

Anne Frazier with grand-
daughter Macauley and 

grandniece Emma, 
Diane Walworth with 

granddaughter Anna, 
and Julie Reynolds with 

granddaughter Adria.  


