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Message from the Rector

Hope, Peace, Joy, Love~Light!

| love Advent. It comes so quickly on the heels of Thanksgiving, and even as the world around us

seems to careen right into the frenzy of gift buying, parties, decorating, and otherwise focusing on a

day of gifting, eating, and being with family, Advent beckons us to slow down and settle into a time

of waiting and anticipationéit calls us to prepa
of Christmas.

The imagery of Advent is quiet- peaceful; the wreath with the candles makes the point that the light

i s hereéand growi ng. It proclaims that all the
ing ever colder as winter settles in; in the struggles and disappointments of our lives which can make

the most well lit room in the world seem dark; in the seemingly unending forces of evil in the world,
which bring spiritual d ar k n eAkLsof thabdarknass ¢cannatextin- e v e r y
guish the light of a single candle. So says St. Francis of Assisi. And f urther moreé. th
single candl eé. t her-andsheareathbabdued wr eat h f ul |

At the center of the wreaths is the Christ Candle- the single light that stands out from the others and
brings them all to fullness. That is the point, the hope, the invitation to deeper faith that Advent is-
sues.

The four weeks of growing in awareness of the fullness of the new life and light that we welcome into
the world, culminate with the joy of Christmas - the celebration of that new life and never-ending light
that came into the world at Christmas- Jesus. And then our quiet, peaceful, reflective time of prepa-
ration erupts into a bright and dancing cacophony of Christmas bells, red ribbons and ornament
decked trees, feasts of cookies, packages with bows, strains of Joy to the World, and friends and
family gathered to celebrate and remember Christ's birthday- "the reason for the season." Hallelujah,
indeed!

As we prepare our hearts for the joy of Christmas this year, let us please keep foremost in our hearts
those whose pains, losses, griefs, and difficulties obscure their vision, darken their lives, and cast
out hope. In O Little Town of Bethlehem, we sing, the hopes and fears of all the years are met in
thee tonight. Those hopes and fears continue to meet, in the birth of Jesus, and our job is to remind
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those whose way is darkened, as well as to tell those who never knew, that Christ is here, has
come, will come again. This is hope for the world, hope for each and every one of us, as well.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13

This December, |l invite you to turn your

they bring; Prayé in silence, in privat e,

attent
into new hope, and to be a harbinger of hope to others, as well. Participate in the activities and
plans that foster hope in you. Some ideas: Provide food, gifts, comfort for families in need; Invite
God to speak to you as you experience Christ present in the exercises of Ignatian Spirituality;
Play with your family, and friends, and companions of however many feet, paws, wings or fins

night, and as you prepare your own wreath and light the Advent candles. In it all, may you ex-

perience hope as you prepare to welcome The Light- to embrace and celebrate Jesus! To-
gether, let us pray,

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.

n

ct

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

May the Peace of the Lord be with you this Advent, and always, Janet+

WE ASK YOUR PRAYERS FOR

For Comfort, Healing, and Strength: Janet Mabrey; Tim O6Neill; Kel
& Carol Fisher; Don Lewis; Patrick Martin; Jack Howe; Doris & Norm Abrams; Art & Jane
Schafroth and all who are in need of help and strength.

For our Vestry and work groups : Building and Administration: Laurance Kerr, Junior
Warden; Jill Durow, Pat Fowler, Jenny Curtis, Jerry Frazier, Treasurer; Relationship/
Serving: Andrea Booren, Amy Mcllvenna, Julie Reynolds, Diane Walworth; Worship/
Education: Diane Walworth, Joann Manciu, Robert Kirby, Julie Reynolds, Monte Dickin-
son, Senior Warden; and Deb Hucke, Deputy Clerk.

For those serving in the Armed Forces of our Country and for all those who serve and
protect us, especially in Irag & Afghanistan: Roland Willoughby, Crystal Cornejo, Brandon
Lee, John Bixler, Kelsey Neubauer, Albert South, Kyle McCullough, Turf McCullough,
Kevin Gross, Travis Kennedy, Ben Schloss, Michael Stebbins, Max Turner, Amy and
Gavin Mcllvenna.
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Because we had an earlier than wusual deeg ! i »n~ £~ + b~ Mes

little catch-up on things that happened after that. So, | apologize in advance for the lengt
of this and would encourage you to grab a cup/glass of your beverage of choice IF you
choose to keep reading!!!

We were so totally blessed recently to be in the company of Robin Denney, Episcopal Mis
sionary to Liberia for a year, the Sudan for two years, and who is now engaged in a stap
church in California. Enormous thanks go to Ron and Dewanda Clark for hosting a recep-
tion for Robin on the day of her arrival. The questions for Robin kept coming and coming.
We also were blessed by her gift of communication when she led the adult forum plus
preached and served at both services on Sunday. She is truly a remarkable young womg
and it was a privilege to have her join us. Thanks to Janet and Ron for hosting her in theil
home and for their relationship with her that made this possible.

Convention is now in the done column. One of the highlights for me was the Holden eve-

ning prayer service led by Katy and Bob Anderson of All Saints, Heppner. They are both gifted musicians and blessed us by
sharing their talents. Another precious moment was the reception into the Episcopal Church on Sunday of our own Rose-
mary Ross. Rosemary also did a lovely job of giving the first reading. We give thanks to Steve Schafroth who completed his
3-yr. term on Diocesan Council and please congratulate Don Dickinson who was elected for the coming three years. St.
Paul 6s was ampl y r eplithenlsNedKice countedl 24 there eittiemat delegates or just interested parties.
Lovely. Thank you.

The delegates and those of fi ci a-uplmgetimgafierrcengertiont A highliglg formariya ul 6
was Eri k Lawdbs presentation. F o-dutkssssiane Sumggedtions maxle at than rhebtingfer d
consideration at future conventions were the following: *A general feeling was that not enough time was allowed for the
business of the diocesieconducting business Sunday morning in a church before a service lacked time for discussion and

di stracted from the impending Eucharist. *Suggested was
budget review on Friday nighti allowing time for discussion of all issues on Saturday. *No time was allowed for discussing
model s and we | earned that sever al options had been el i mi

25% to 17%2% had to be withdrawni we submitted it 6 weeks early as requested but were informed on that Friday night that
a budget component was also required for a vote. Without our Financial Oversight Committee nor a quorum of vestry mem-
bers present, we were unable to comply. *It was also suggested to include social time on Sat. possibly between sessions.

The last thing | would mention is that the Diocese did reduce the assessment to 22 ¥2%. That permitteddieezesan budget

to bebalancedi with a $1000+ surplus. There will be verfew parishesable to offer a balanced budget. The small reduc-

tion in the diocesan assessment still has mqgsrishesdipping into reserves to support the diocese and, therefore,operating

with deficits This is of concern. It begs the question, fi Wh a
bal anced budget??20

On a | ocal not e, I 6d call attention to improved configura
pressed for the safety of | ectors needing to fAback otust 0 o0
raised and required two steps down. So, a library podium has been placed on the other side which is easily accessible for

readings. Then the presidersé chairs have also been remo

both sides of the altar area for ease in gathering for communiohno negotiating around those large chairs and kneelers. The
improvement in the flow up to communion is noticeable.

All Saints Sunday was memorable with both a reading of names contributed by parishioners and the opportunity to light a

candle in their honor. fan mil weor smaarr k eat J%itn.e t Pawnldd sR.on 6We 3g ¢
thanks for their presence and the many ways they have served as examples in Christ for us.

Point?? All are welcome. There were 11 folks at the inaugural service! Thank you to Shirley Bjelland who has offered to be

the altar guild support for those services. Janet al so
urgy 101 with a focus on Advent attended by 13! 1! Thank
service.



And lastly i but surely not leasti is our movement into Advent. Folks have stepped forward to DECEMBER 2011
learn about planning worship services. We have an increased number of acolytes to enhance our

service. We are enjoying the welcoming of n 8WMoliH§VE?2
and services because they are coming back! | encourage each of us to invite a person or family to

join us for one or more of our Advent services, which start Nov. 27. There is a listing in the back of this newsletter idiéyt
ing the additional services that we wil!/l of fer. L e ht@
the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

In Christ, Monte Dickinson (541) 298484 home; (541) 980513; dickinson@gorge.net

VESTRY IN MOTION

Busy, busy, busy!! This time of year brings many items that need attention. We spent a good portion of the last
two meeting addressing the Mutual Ministry Review. It is somewhat rewarding to review all that is happening for
and at St. Paul 6s. Last year, the main goal i dentl
creek Point, highway clearup crews, blessing of the animals in the park, New Orleans and Haiti missions are cur
rent efforts. The goal identified for the coming year is to reach out to attract young families with children. A sug-
gestion was made to offer the Episcopal Minute at services again. Janet is welcoming questions that can be an-
swered during that time.

Steve Schafroth visited this quarter noting his activities, Marilyn Roth attended a meeting to talk about a plan she
would like to implement as outreach, and Marilyn, Gretchen, and Ava brought their concerns about a lack of adul
support for the Intergenerational Activities.

Nominations are needed for three vestry positions (3 rotate off each year) and for Jr. Warden. Regular attendance
on Sundays is required and Gretchen gave this group kudos for being visible and available to parishioners regu-
larly.

Jerry reported that at this point, we are $25,000 over budget. We will need significant contributions in Nov./Dec.
pledges to avoid that budget deficit and the need to dip into reserves.

members. Laurance presented an article on B & E that will go into the Messenger.

A huge THANK YOU to our St. Paul 6s family
dren/mentors in Big Brothers Big Sisters. It is amazing that we now have 5 matches made

Walworth, Anya Kawka, Wanda Olson, MaryEllen Lowe, and Don Dickinson. They are truly
making a difference in the |ives of each

" Several of our families have received the boost of receiving some of the hotel soaps/lotions,
« dental care products, etc. that have been contributed by a number of you. The Outreach

Committee has designated our program to receive the Thank Offering from this quarter. With
funding becoming more and more scarce, this is HUGE for us.

| feel so blessed to be a part of such a loving, caring church family. Your local outreach is touching lives and it is my
privilege to see the smiles and new opportunities it brings to the children and their families, not to mention the fun and
many times touching stories | get to hear from the mentors about new opportunities being offered these children. Bless-
ings are flowing their way.

Gratefully,  Monte Dickinson, Wasco County Coordinator

and
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Laurance asked for the composition of the Bequest and Endowment Committee to be reduced from 9 members t0 6

for

one

with folks from St. Paul 6s. Col or me thankf ul

C



THE FIRST SUNDAY
OF ADVENT CELEBRATES

Clean Water
Help families secure access to one.
of fe's necessities.

A prayer for peace
Loving God, tharlk You for the peace
You give s through Jesus.

May Christs lght shine in our s,
showing us the puth of peace between
God and all people.

Help us to prepare our hearts

to recehe His peace.

We ask in the name of the

One born in Bethlchem.

Amen.

Geese
Provide an ongoing source of
protein and income.

Solar

Energy System
Help families emerge
into the modem world
with sustainable
electricity.

Ducks

Ducks ave easy to raise and provide
hope o those in need.

ﬁpiscopal

Relief & Development

*

Celebrate Advent with Gifts for Life and learn how the simplest gifts can make the biggest difference

to a community in need.

Drought-Resistant Seeds
Improve the faod supply and
let cormunities five

from the land.

Bees and Honey

Give small farmers a source of
income that helps their families
and communilies.

Community Garden
Provide a healthy diet and
source of income for an
entire community.

Food for the Littlest Scholars
Make sure kids get the nutrients
they need to learn and create

2 better future.

THE FOURTH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT CELEBRATES

Ox and Plow

Help famiies maintain a balanced diet

and earn a living for themselves.

T ¢z
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Micro-Credit Loans

Give small businesses the support

they need to rejuverate an entire
ity.

THE SECOND SUNDAY
OF ADVENT CELEBRATES

Flock of Chickens
Give a steady source of food
and business.

A prayer for joy
Loving God, we thank You for
thejoy You bring us.

Through Your Som we have found
joy in living as Your children.
Help us w prepare our hearts
Jor this gift.

We ask in the name of the

One born in Bethlchemn.

Offer a stable source of food and
earnings for 2 family.

A single pig czn help an entire family
overcome poverty,

1.855.312.HEAL

Call to order your gifts today or to request a catalog.

www.er-d.org/giftsforlife

Order online anytime.

A prayer for hope

Loving God, we thank You for

the hape You give us.

As we worship You this morning draw out
of us the darkness of the world,

and fill us with the light of hope.

Help us to prepare our hearis

Jor the Lond's conting.

We ask in the name of the

Smokeless Stoves
Eliminate harmful poliution for
communities zround the wordd.

Well and Water System
Save hundreds of lives
with a well.

Family Garden

Give on entire family a steady
source of nutrition and incorne.

Fruit Trees
Enrich the food supply and soil
for generations to come.

Christmas

Roving Health Clinics
Offer critical care wherever
itis needed.

Seeds and Tools
Ensure the growth
of strong communities.

THE THIRD SUNDAY
OF ADVENT CELEBRATES

A prayer for love

Loving God, we thank You for
Your gift of love — shown to us
petfectly in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Help us to prepare our hearts

to receive His love.

We ask in the name of the

One barn in Bethlehem.

Amen.

Amighiy Godk we tharik You for the gift of Your Son. bora of the
Holy Spirit and of ary. Upon Him rests ali Your grace. througle 1l

comes all Yowr meriy

A the light shines from these candles. so may the light of lestis shine

swithin piar heuris.

Help as to make Yoy cly

v thelight of the worid.

Wi asie 1 the atame of the One bova i Bethlehin:

Anten.
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NAME THAT CHRISTMAS TUNE

(answers on page 20)



