The Lessons

COLLECT
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day
of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to the gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality,
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us
who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name."

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 Page 760, BCP

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; *his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let Israel now proclaim, *"His mercy endures for ever."
14 The LORD is my strength and my song, *

and he has become my salvation.
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *

in the tents of the righteous:
16 "The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! *

the right hand of the LORD is exalted!

the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!"
17 1shall not die, but live, *and declare the works of the LORD.
18 The LORD has punished me sorely, *

but he did not hand me over to death.
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *

I will enter them; | will offer thanks to the LORD.
20 "This is the gate of the LORD; *he who is righteous may enter."
21 1 will give thanks to you, for you answered me *

and have become my salvation.
22 The same stone which the builders rejected *

has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the LORD'S doing, *and it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 On this day the LORD has acted; *we will rejoice and be glad in it.



THE EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you,
which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being
saved, if you hold firmly to the message that | proclaimed to you--unless you have
come to believe in vain. For | handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn
had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that
he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the
scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to
more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive,
though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of
all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For | am the least of the apostles,
unfit to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. But by the grace
of God | am what | am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the
contrary, | worked harder than any of them--though it was not I, but the grace of God
that is with me. Whether then it was | or they, so we proclaim and so you have come
to believe.

THE GOSPEL: John 20:1-18

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him." Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb.
The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he
did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw
the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple,
who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples
returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she
bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to
her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my
Lord, and | do not know where they have laid him." When she had said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?"
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away,
tell me where you have laid him, and | will take him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!"
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus
said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet ascended to the Father. But
go to my brothers and say to them, "I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.™ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I
have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her.



Prayers of the People for the Easter Season, 2009

In this glorious Easter season, we rejoice in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
and proclaim the wondrous acts our God has done.

We are an Easter people. Alleluia is our song!

Let us pray for the Church.
We pray for our sisters and brothers in the Anglican Communion.

We pray for the Diocese of Eastern Oregon and our brothers and sisters who share our
ministry in this diocese.

We pray for the churches of other denominations with whom we share ministry in this
town and county. May we grow together as the Body of Christ, and proclaim in unity
the Good News.

Lord, you are the way, the truth and the life. Give us the grace to

reflect you by word and example.

At this time of hope and promise for our parish and our diocese, we pray for
Katharine, our Presiding Bishop; Nedi, our Bishop; Janet, our Rector; Stephen, our
Deacon.

And we pray for our retired clergy, Rustin, John, Lewis, and Robert.

We pray for the diverse ministries of all members of this congregation.

Christ, our guide, may we know our gifts and offer them to you for

the fulfillment of the mission and ministry to which we are called.

Let us pray for our nation and for our leaders.
Christ, our hope, may our public and private wealth and privilege be
used as a blessing to the world.

We pray for the whole world. God of creation, who created all people in your own
image, give us eyes to behold the beauty of the wondrous and glorious diversity you
have created.

Give us hearts and minds to know and serve the common good.

Christ, our Redeemer, help us to strive for justice and peace among

all people, loving our neighbors as ourselves.

We pray for the hungry, the homeless, the needy, those facing job insecurities or any
personal difficulty.
People may add intercessions and petitions silently or aloud.

Christ the Good Shepherd, guide us to work with you in our
community.

We pray for those who are ill, disabled, facing medical uncertainties, or in any need
or trouble, that they may be made whole. We pray for caregivers needing strength,
wisdom and encouragement.



We remember especially those who trust us to pray for them.
People may add intercessions and petitions silently or aloud.

Christ the healer, be present with and through us, to those who need
your comfort.

We pray for all feeling confined in any of numerous ways. Remove despair and
infuse a sense of purpose and value.
People may add intercessions and petitions silently or aloud.

Christ the key holder, unlock the chains that bind us. Resurrect our
spirits in your freedom to allow us to bloom even in a gutter.

This Sunday we ask your blessing upon the members of this parish.
People may add intercessions and petitions silently or aloud.

Lord of life, may we see and celebrate the sacred in each of our
everyday lives.

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and
women of our armed forces at home and abroad. We pray for parents, spouses,
children and loved ones of those in the service.

People may add intercessions and petitions silently or aloud.

Lord of all, grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever
they may be.

We pray for all who seek God or a deeper knowledge of him.
Christ the seeker, we pray that all may find and be found by you

We give thanks and pray for the lives those who have died. Comfort those who
mourn.
People may add intercessions and petitions silently or aloud.

Risen Lord, be known to them in the new life of hope offered through
your resurrection.

God whose spirit dwells equally in light and dark, suns and stars, day and night, life
and death, you and I.

God bless us all — growing together in God’s garden.

Lord of all, we praise you and thank you that through your glorious resurrection you
redeem humankind and renew your whole creation. Grant that we who celebrate the
joy of the Risen Christ be raised to new life in Him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit.

We are an Easter people. Alleluia is our song! Amen.



