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  S T .  PAULôS M E S S E N G E R  

ST. PAULôS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

1805 MINNESOTA ST. 
THE DALLES, OR 97058 

The Rev. Janet Fullmer, Rector 

"My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways", says the Lord.  

"For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts." Isaiah 55:8-9 

Our Haiti team has not yet been back in The Dalles for 24 hours, so my thoughts are coming to you without much time to re-

cede, or to be crowded out by "normal" life.   They are sitting at the top of my mind, mingling with the pictures, experiences and 

emotions of the trip.  As happens every year that I've gone to Haiti, I am struck anew by the magnitude of the needs, the beauty 

of the people, the hardness of life, and the resilience of spirit in the midst of it all.  God is surely in it all, and that is what ener-

gizes, sustains and gives hope to our team as well as to those we visited. 
 

On this trip, in response to the requests of the teachers last year, our educators worked with the teachers of the younger children, 

particularly to address how to teach the children who were struggling, and not keeping up.   Diane Walworth and Melanie 

Reaves spent three days working with the head teachers of the classes K-2, specifically focusing on ways to engage the children 

in reading, and to help them learn both reading skills and thinking skills. 

 

It is amazing to see people learn, and by the end of the three days of teaching, it was apparent that  some of the teachers did in-

deed, "get it".  That alone would have been cause for Hallelujahsé.but icing on that cake came on the next day, our last day to 

go to the school, when a group of teachers came in to view the new library.  The school clerk, followed by administrators, fol-

lowed by four of the teachers who had received training, came into Pere Noe's office to find sturdy new bookshelves (built while 

we were there) filled with books that Diane had specially chosen to be the foundation of the reading program. 

 
One after another, delight filled their faces, and as they took the books off the shelves to look and read, I could just about see the 

golden glow of the Holy Spirit spilling over onto all of usétruly, it felt like we had been up against insurmountable odds against 

succeeding in any wayé.and yet, God's ways were not our ways, nor His thoughts our thoughtsé.and His ways and thoughts 

brought refreshment of spirit, joy, and the possibility and hope of real and lasting improvements.  Diane will tell more of this 

story, but let me just tell you how very proud I am of Diane and Melanie and Ron for the work they did, and for the lasting ef-

fects that their faithfulness to persevere in spite of daunting obstacles will yield. 

 

One of the most compelling stories that emerged from our time in Cap Haitien happened quite by chanceéor was it chance?  

One afternoon, Pere Noe showed us around the vocational school, the new clinic for making and fitting prosthetics, and then 

took us to see the rehabilitation clinic.  It happened that there was a very young boy there, Andy, 6 years old; Andy has a smile 

to melt an iceberg!  He was at the clinic for help with learning to walk, despite lack of balance.  He has a tumor in his brain, and 

the diagnosis and treatment of that tumor cannot take place in Haiti.  He needs help from outside of Haitié.and we happened to 

be there, to meet him.  Hmmmm.  We didn't look for this, plan for it, or have any of the skills or contacts needed to helpé..and 

yet, we were there.  We hoped that maybe, some way, we might be able to bring Andy's situation to the attention of Dr. Paul 

Farmer, in Cange - remember Mountains Beyond Mountains?  A long shot, for sureé.but, God's ways are not our waysé.His 

thoughts are not our thoughtséwe prayed that God's will be done. 

On the final two days of the stay in Cap Haitien, Ron was able to meet up with several groups who provide water- drilling, re-

pairing wells and pumps, putting in purification systemsémore trips may be in his future!  One of the groups he worked with 

will install a water purification system at the school we have been working with-  and in talking to the team who came to do the 

assessment and make the proposal for the system, Ron told them of our little boy, Andy.  It just happened that one of the water 

team members has a son who knows Paul Farmer wellé.he will personally deliver our letter about Andy to Dr. Farmer.  Unbe-

lievable!  We will continue to pursue the leads God is putting before us to try to get help for this young boyé how awesome it 

is, to feel the hand of God. 
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On our last day in Cap Haitien, after the stop at the school for the unveiling of the library, we traveled to the rural village of 

Terrier Rouge.  Just outside the village in a community called Village of Hope, where the people live in small concrete 

homes built by Food for the Poor, we were able to distribute the 20 dresses that Lana Tepfer showed us at the Haiti Dinner.  

The dresses were enthusiastically and thankfully received- what a joy it was to give them and to know that they will be 

worn with delight. 
 

As Fr. Noe, Ron, Diane, Melanie and I reviewed the trip, and shared the stories and experiences that touched our hearts, 

provided insight or encouragement or showed need for addressing problems, we each realized how much more God gave us 

than we had any idea to ask for or imagine.  God's ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not our thoughtsé.they are 

so much bigger! God has invited us to put aside our own understanding, and to trust that God's plans for each of us is for 

good for usé.as the people of Haiti continually show us, trust in God brings hope into the most difficult situations imagin-

able.  WE ALL face situations that seem futile, from time to timeébut God extends an invitation to see beyond the futility 

and into the hope and life that only God can bring. 

 

Hold on to Hope.  Hold on to God.  Thanks be to God, we can say these words to each other and know that they are in fact 

God's words to us. Hold on tight! 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13 
 
Janet+ 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not to your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make straight your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6 

Cange ð a small remote village in the central pla-

teau of Haiti, the location of an American hospital, 

Zanmi Lasante, run by Partners in Health. 
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SENIOR WARDENõS UPDATE 

Here I am, writing for the February Messenger already.  Thinking in altar guild terms, this 

liturgical season is green ï literally ï not as in environmentally correct -- but in terms of 

color used to dress the vessels for Eucharist and the color of vestments worn by the clergy.   

It occurs right after Epiphany.  Janet has referred to this as ñordinary timeò meaning there 

are no huge liturgical events on the calendar.  It is a time to prepare ourselves leading into 
Lent.  Ash Wednesday is February 22 this year! 

 

But, in terms of church activity, we are not missing a beat.  We are preparing for the an-

nual meeting with people signing up to supply food for our lasagna potluck, the agenda 

being set, and folks stepping forward to run for the annual three vacancies on vestry.   

Janet has called for the annual reports to be given to Wanda by heads of various groups for the booklet that is handed 

out ï lots going on just for that.  The meeting may be in the ñdone columnò by the time this is published, but it will 

have been our opportunity to come together remembering who we are, joined and knit together in the body of Christ.  I 

give thanks for our church family. 

 

PLUS,  we have our group currently in Haiti, a visioning retreat coming up at Pam Millerôs, and people continuing to 

serve shifts at the Warming Place due to cold weather.  There are numerous people working behind the scenes in vari-
ous capacities ï continuously!  Thanks be to God that we are surrounded by servantsô hearts!! 

 

 I was sitting in the church library recently and picked up ñThe Practice of Prayerò by Margaret Guenther.   It struck a 

chord with me and I have enjoyed reading it immensely.  I will return it soon so that others can have the same pleas-

ure.  As I was reading the chapter entitled Praying in Community, I was struck by the number of opportunities we at 

St. Paulôs have to gather for both formal and informal times of prayer and worship.  There are two church services 

with the adult forum in between each Sunday.  Plus, on the first Sunday, there is a 3rd Eucharist service at Millcreek 

Point at 1:30 (all are welcome) and the Intergenerational Hour at St. Paulôs at 9:00.  There is the bible study at Mill-

creek Point on Tuesdays at 1:30.  We have Eucharist offered at the Diocesan Chapel each Wed. at noon and the Heal-

ing Service at St. Paulôs offered at noon each Thursday.  Thatôs not even mentioning the various meetings that include 

time for prayer/caring/sharing. 
 

In this chapter on Praying in Community, Margaret Guenther writes, ñWe muddle on in the hope of one day getting it 

right, of living into the example of loving community modeled by Jesus when he knelt as a servant to wash the feet of 

his friends. ñ  She goes on to examine in some detail, some of the shortcomings of the disciples!  Then she says,  

ñJesus must have known from the beginning that he was constructing his church ï the ecclesia, the assembly of the 

faithful ï with defective material, albeit the best available.  He began with a group of ordinary, well-intentioned peo-

ple, a community centered around him and bound together by their love for him.  Not much has changed!ò  We, too, 

continue to try to get it right, reaching out to others, listening to one another, praying for one another. 

 

She ends one portion of the chapter with this:  ñI know that the community of the faithful need not be defined as the 

walls of a building.  Two or three can gather in his name ï almost anywhere ï to read morning or evening prayer to-

gether, to sit prayerfully in silence, or to study scripture.  However we go about it, whether we are happily at home in 
the neighborhood parish or whether previous experience has left us skeptical and disenchanted, we cannot go it alone.  

It takes at least two or three, gathered in his name.ò 

 

Letôs pause and prayerfully celebrate each and every time two or three are gathered in His name. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Monte Dickinson, Senior Warden    (541) 298-4484     (541) 980-0513     dickinson@gorge.net 

 

mailto:dickinson@gorge.net
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DEACONõS CORNER 

 

 

EMO--Oregon's Amazing Grace 
 

Several years ago, the movie Amazing Grace was released concerning the life of William Wilburforce. You may know 
the song ñAmazing Graceò but William Wilburforce's life may not be so well known.  William is acknowledged on the 

calendar of Episcopal saints for his lifelong commitment to social justice, in particular working in the British Parlia-

ment to first abolish the slave trade, and then to abolish slavery altogether in the British Empire.  Deeply religious, he 

made a critical decision in his life not to become a clergyman, but to dedicate his life in politics in service to humanity 

and social justice issues. The movie portrays this personal and political struggle. 

 

Here in Oregon, we may not have a William Wilburforce but we do have organizations at work keeping social justice at 

the forefront of their Christian commitment.  One such organization is Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon (EMO), a 

statewide association of Christian denominations, ecumenical associations and interfaith partners, working together to 

improve the lives of Oregonians through community ministry programs, ecumenical and interreligious dialogue, envi-

ronmental ministry and public policy advocacy. Deacon Steve Schafroth attends the EMO as chair of the public policy 

advocacy committee, and as a representative of our diocese.  Most recently at their meeting mid-January in Salem, they 
discussed on which social justice issues they wanted to set their focus for 2012-2013. 

 

Remaining at the top of their priorities are issues that for many Christians could seem automatic, but to this day still 

remain problems in Oregonðpoverty and basic needs by preserving safety-nets for those at risk for hunger and home-

lessness; health care, especially affordable health care for low-income Oregonians; immigrant rights at both the state 

and federal levels; and death penalty and criminal justice   reform to name a few.  EMO would also like to develop an 

interfaith education and advocacy campaign looking at issues of economic justice, poverty, and the role of government 

in ending poverty, reducing inequality, and creating a strong middle-class. 

 

EMOs list is longer than what's listed hereðyou may be familiar with one close to your heart. Social justice issues can 

be addressed in multiple ways, and don't always require giving money or volunteer hours at specific events and times 
and places. We can all support social justice by being informed, writing letters, and the way we vote.  At the national 

level, information for the Episcopal Public Policy Network is available at http://episcopal.grassroots.com/join/.  And 

for more information on Christians for Peace and Justice on the EMO website, go to -http://www.emoregon.org/

pdfs/Public_Policy/ChristiansForPeaceAndJustice_brochure.pdf. 

http://episcopal.grassroots.com/join/
http://www.emoregon.org/pdfs/Public_Policy/ChristiansForPeaceAndJustice_brochure.pdf
http://www.emoregon.org/pdfs/Public_Policy/ChristiansForPeaceAndJustice_brochure.pdf
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VESTRY IN MOTION  

VESTRY IN MOTION  

The January vestry meeting was moved up a week since both Diane and Janet would be in Haiti during the 

regularly scheduled time.  Not to worry!  There was 100% attendance for those who were in the country!  We 

missed Amy, but were glad that she and Gavin had some time together in Italy before he deployed for Africa. 

 

A large part of the meeting was spent on the financials and, in particular, the proposed budget for 2012. 
Once again, Jerry is predicting a budget shortfall.  We talked about the documentation to include in the report 

for the annual meeting to help the congregation have a better understanding of our financial picture.   Kudos 

of all kinds were given to Jerry for his many hours of preparation in trying to present documents that were 

ñreader friendlyò for those of us who need it! 

 

Laurance reported on the Bequests and Endowments Guidelines.  Current members of the committee are 

Laurance and Ken Liebham whose terms expire in 2013, Jerry Frazier and Ron Clark (2014), and Verna 

Browne and Ron Fullmer (2015.)  Several changes were suggested for the guidelines.  Those will be pre-

sented at the next vestry meeting for final approval. 

 

Laurance is retiring as Junior Warden and brought his written materials as well as his master set of keys.  He 

and Ava will be gone for the annual meeting.  Many thanks were expressed to Laurance for his dedication, 
variety of talents/skills, and for his many years of service. 

 

Retiring vestry members from the class of 2011 are Jill Durrow, Julie Reynolds, and Andrea Booren.  They 

have put their ñallò into being members of vestry.  Their energy and enthusiasm will be missed!  Four parish-

ioners have stepped forward expressing an interest in running for the three vacant positions.  We will confirm 

their intent before the annual meeting and nominations will also be taken from the floor. 

 

No one has stepped forward and several have declined the invitation to run for Jr. Warden.  Janet talked about 

possibly having the Junior Warden be more of a supervisory position in terms of building maintenance.  The 

Jr. Warden would/could be an elected member of the Vestry and appointed by the Vestry as Junior Warden.   

That change would mean that the maintenance and everyday upkeep would fall to the team (of worker bees) 
that supports the Jr. Warden.  Working out the details of such a change would take some time and require a 

change in the bylaws.  Until that time and if no one steps forward to be elected Jr. Warden, someone will 

have to be appointed to fill the position on an interim basis. 

 

The vestry went into executive session to discuss staffing issues noting the impending shortfall in the budget. 

 

After the meeting adjourned, there was a celebration in honor of the outgoing vestry members, Jill, Andrea, 

and Julie. as well as for Laurance, retiring Junion Warden.  All have served faithfully and selflessly.   They 

retire with our incredible thanks! 

 LENTEN RETREAT 

 
A Lenten Saturday Retreat is being offered at St. Mark's, Hood River on Feb. 25, beginning with     
coffee and goodies at 9 AM.  Beth Hartwell, and Rustin and Gretchen Kimsey will guide participants 
through the day which will include worship and time for theological reflection using the film "Tree of 
Life".  Our day will conclude about 3 PM.  Lunch will be provided.  Please come!! 
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NETS FOR LIFE 
 

February 5 @ 9:00am join us at the St. Paul's Int-

ergenerational Event to learn about the ERD en-

dorsed program, Nets for Life.  We will learn how 

mosquito nets protect children and adults from 

malaria.  We will also make some pesky mosqui-

toes and have some laughs while learning about 

this serious disease.  All are welcome. 

Please join us. 

Cursillo is coming!!! Cursillo is coming!!!  
 

And what is Cursillo, you might ask?  The word Cursillo is a Spanish word which means ñshort 
course in Christianity.ò   The Cursillo movement began in Spain about fifty years ago and has spread 
world wide sine then.  Cursillo has been a part of eastern Oregonôs life since the 1970ôs.  It is an ecu-
menical, lay led movement and here in eastern Oregon takes place at Ascension School the first week-
end of May.  This year those dates are Thursday, May 3, through Sunday, May 6.   
 
 A team of people who have previously made their Cursillo put it on, and folks attend from 
throughout Oregon and from many different denominations.  I hope you will consider becoming a can-
didate!  There no cost, your transportation to Cove is provided and your life in Christ will be enriched.  

To apply is simpleé.just let me know of your desire and I will hook you up with a sponsoré.a person 
who has previously attended.  It is as easy as that!  
 

Donôt hesitate to call me with your questions at 296 5628.  Hoping to hear from youéé 
    
     Love, Gretchen 

 

Hi all!  Here we are facing the 2nd year of our contract to clean up I-84!!! 

 

Letôs do the clean-up on March 17th.  This is a little ways off but if we donôt 

get a date set it wonôt happen.  We continue to check the area we are assigned 

and it hasnôt been looking too bad.  Hoping weôll have another great year on 
the freeway. 

 

Your roadmasters, 

Ava and Laurance. 
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BEQUESTS AND ENDOWMENTS 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU  

 

 

You are invited to consider a gift of 
Remembrance to St. Paulôs.  

 

 

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO GIVE  

 

A) You may give monetary gifts monthly, quarterly, annually,  

or on a once-in-a-lifetime basis.  

 

B) You may direct in your Will gifts of money, real estate, securities, or other property to be given to  

St. Paulôs.  

 
C) You may arrange a life income gift: During your life you may give a gift of property or securities while re-

taining the 

income from said property until your death.  

 

D) You may purchase a life insurance policy and designate  

St. Paulôs as beneficiary or contingent beneficiary,  

 

PROCEDURES FOR GIVING  

 

A) Make any check payment to ñSt. Paulôs Episcopal Church Bequests and Endowment Fund.ò  

 
B) Form for wills: ñI give and bequeath to St. Paulôs Episcopal Church, The Dalles, Oregon the  

sum of $ ___________.  

 

You will find the members of the Committee (Laurance Kerr, Jerry Frazier, Ken Leibham, Ron Clark, Verna 

Browne, and Ron Fullmer) able to help direct you to the legal services necessary to  

arrange your wishes.  

 

ñ The purpose of the Bequest and Endowment Committee of St. Paulôs is to enhance the  

mission of St. Paulôs, in the Lordôs name, by establishing a planned giving program & by  

appropriate stewardship of gifts received. Special gifts and funds are to be received and  

administered in such a way that they do not diminish the responsible current support and  

involvement of church members, and that they provide for expanding the mission and  
ministry of the Congregation into community programs or institutional and other works of  

the Church at home and abroad, Further, it is the purpose of the Committee to  

appropriately administer dedicated and designated gifts in accordance with the  

conditions set forth by the donors and as may be approved by the  

Vestry of St. Paulôs.ò  
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LUNCH BUNCH     LUNCH BUNCH     LUNCH BUNCH  

 

 
Tuesday February 14th  

Valentines Day  
 

At Waters Edge  
11:30 AM 

 
Call Gretchen Kimsey for info  

541-296-5628 
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OLIN MILLS COMING  

TO PHOTOGRAPH MEMBERS  

FOR CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

DATES OF PHOTOGRAPHY SCHEDULE:  

Friday, April 27, 2012   from 2:00 to 9:20 PM  

Saturday, April 28, 2012   from 9:30 to 5:10 PM  

 

Please mark these dates on your calendars and in your planners.  

You wonõt want to miss having you and your family in the church 

directory.  

Great time to get family portraits done and pictures for business 

cards,  

Girlfriend and Sisters portraits and how about bringing your club  

to have portraits taken.  

If you have questions, call Janet Mabrey at 541 - 296 - 6053.  

 

COMING UP IN FEBRUARY  

Wednesday Feb 1ðPot Luck in support of the 

New Orleans crew 

Sunday Feb 5ðNets for Life, 

Intergenerational Hour, 9:00 AM 

Sunday Feb 12ðLiturgy 101, after the 10 AM service 

Saturday Feb 25 ðLenten Retreat  

!!!DONôT MISS!!! 

FEBRUARY  2012 
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PRAYERS, PLEASE:  

For Dora Bailey, Dude and the Bailey family; may they find peace and Godõs presence in the midst of 

Doraõs passing from this life to the life eternal.  

For Rodger Nichols and Julie Reynolds: Rodger's brother Bob, who lived in Hood River, died recently as the result of a    

massive heart attack as he was shoveling out the driveway of some elderly friends.  The family is in shock, of course, and 

his mother, in particular, needs prayers and comfort. 

For Harriet and John Langfeldt, as they negotiate the treatment and development of plans for Harriet;  

For Bill Van Nice and Jenny Curtis- Bill is home; please pray and give thanks for the healing that has already occurred, and 

pray for continued recovery.   

For Georgia Giacobbe, with thanks for the progress and treatment and excellent outcome! She sends many thanks for the 

support and prayers.  

       For  Ann Marie Woolseyõs brother Pat Dopler and all of his friends and family.  Pat suffered a stroke on Jan. 14,  so prayers 

                during his treatment and recovery are much needed and appreciated. 

 

For Libby McDaniel, Kathy and Jim Scarborough's sister and sister-in-law who is undergoing chemotherapy; 

For Bliss, Shirley Bjelland's neice, who is battling two cancers- she needs lots of prayers, both for healing and encourage-

ment to keep her spirits up. 

For all of the battles our friends, loved ones, and strangers fight, that we know nothing ofê.for the illnesses and worries that 

we carry that we do not share with othersê.for those undergoing all manner of trial and tribulationêmay God comfort, 

strengthen and encourage each of us in our needs.   

For Kairos Prison Ministry, and in particular, Kairos #1 in Oregon and Kairos Prison Ministry, WA Womenõs Facility!!!  May the 

participants find Light in the darknessê.hope in the midst of despairê.love in the place of enmity.  May God draw all 

those who suffer in darkness to this place where Christ's light shines brightly, and all are embraced as God's beloved 

children. 

May Blessings and Love surround you each month of this Year! 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Laurel Kirby    4 
Gail Shinn   10 

Jan Newson   14 
Jenny Curtis   16 

Janeal Booren   20 

Tina Davis   27 

AnnMarie Woolsey   27 

Amy McIlvenna   27 

Sharon Norris   28 

Marta vonBorstel   28 
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From Ron Fullmer  
 

 

 

Just back from a short trip to Cap Haitien with a small team of 4 - 2 educators (Diane W. and Melanie R.), Janet and myself. I say it 

was a short trip but it was packed full of life changing events. 

 

The purpose of this trip was to work with some of the teachers at Fr. Noe's school - training teaching strategies to K-4 teachers.  So 

upon our arrival, on a Saturday, we pretty much took it easy, setting up our living quarters and planning the week with Noe.  Shirley 

(Noe's wife) and the brand-new twins were in Port au Prince, so we didn't get to see them at all, but the rest of the Bernier family and 

house-hold welcomed us back.  Sunday morning, we attended church and then scouted out the school to plan where we'd do the 

training (I use the word 'we' loosely, as it would be mostly Diane and Melanie doing that work). Fr. Noe mentioned that he was go-

ing to be meeting with a group from Living Waters for the World, to discuss a potential water purification system for the school, and 
of course I asked if I could attend the meeting. We also mentioned that we'd like to meet with a health organization that we'd heard 

of - Konbit Sante - and Fr. Noe said he'd arrange that for us. Both of these groups would play important roles in the week ahead - far 

more important than we yet knew. 

 

Monday morning, we had our breakfast of spaghetti, Haitian coffee, juice and eggs 

and headed over to the school. Diane and Melanie had already arranged to meet with 

the head teachers from each of the K-1 classes - they have a head teacher and an 

assistant, so the classes would continue while we worked with the teachers. They 

had also decided to meet in the church, since it would be quieter (they thought) and 

had lots of space.  We had arranged with Fr. Noe for interpreters (2 teachers from 

the school) - Monarque and Cardy. As the meeting began we realized that 'quieter' is 
a relative word, and I asked that the PA system be set up so that Monarque could be 

heard.  Monarque turned out to be a great help for Diane and Melanie, because he 

was not only an excellent interpreter, but also an excellent instructor - he quickly 

understood what they were attempting to do and was able to get the meaning across 

to the 'students'. 

 

 

But I jumped ahead and missed one of the early, significant events - 

Janet opened up the day by presenting a talk on how Jesus educated the 

people that he talked to - it was a perfect introduction to the upcoming 3 

days. In the meantime, Cardy and I went off to Fr. Noe's office to design 

a set of bookcases for all of the books that we'd brought and sent over in 
the last 2 years - they were mostly sitting in boxes, unused by the 

school. My plan was to measure the available space, tell Cardy what we 

were going to do, and have him draw up the plans.   

Worked pretty well - we had room for 2 3x6' bookcases (these 
will eventually move to the library, once it is completed). Then 

we had to talk with a carpentry instructor from the trade school to 

find out what was available for lumber at the hardware store right 

across the street from the school. Boards come in 16ô lengths, so 

2 12'' boards would make one bookcase, with a 2x4 base and a 

thin plywood backing. After pricing the materials, Cardy and our 

carpenter purchased what they needed (sans moi), including glue, 

nails and varnish.  Initially, they thought that both book cases 

would be ready the next day. 
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Janet and I sat in on the remainder of the teaching sessions and then we all headed back to Fr. Noe's 

house.  We took a walk over to the wood shop, where I straightened out some of the plans with our carpenter, 

and then Fr. Noe took us by the prosthetics lab, where a man from Togo had been brought in to set up the 

shop and train a pair of Haitian men to learn the trade.  He was delightful and carefully explained each ma-

chine and technique involved in the process.  From there, we went over to visit the Physical therapy room, because Janet hadn't seen 
it before.   

 

 

While there, we met a little 6 year old boy, Andy, who was having trouble taking more than one step without stumbling forward or 

backward. Diane got involved in the therapy and we learned his 

story.  Andy has a brain tumor.  His parents had taken him to 

the Dominican Republic where he'd undergone a CAT scan and 

some evaluation by the doctors. They'd installed a shunt to 

drain off the fluid that was building up inside his head and then 

were forced to send him home, with no other treatment. 

 

 
All of us were touched by Andy, but what could we do?  Fr. 

Noe drove us to meet his mother, who cooks and sells food on 

the street. We also met his father, who told us that we could 

take a look at medical records, if we wanted - we asked to take 

them to our meeting, the next day, with Konbit Sante.  So, on 

Tuesday, while the carpenter worked on the book cases and 

Diane and Melanie plowed ahead with day 2 of their training, 

Fr. Noe, Janet and I headed to the hospital to meet with Konbit 

Sante.  Our initial intent was to learn about them and see if we 

might in some way partner with them.  It turns out that Konbit 

Sante is a Maine organization, so Janet and I immediately felt 
bonded to them.  They bring over medical staff to teach at the 

hospital in Cap Haitien - they don't do medical procedures themselves, but they help the Haitian staff with new techniques - along the 

same idea as what Diane and Melanie were doing at the school. 

 

After visiting and learning about them for a while, we broached the subject of Andy and what, if anything, could be done to help him 

out. They summoned one of their teammates, a pediatrician, who looked over the medical records and the CAT scan and volunteered 

to write a short summary of what she could determine was the case - that way we could present something knowledgeable on Face-

book, emails and blogs. We would try to get the word out and see what happens.  It certainly was a good meeting with them and we 

knew that God was in the works.  Upon returning to the house, we found that one of the bookcases was done, nearly, and after dis-

cussing some minor re-adjustments and asking them not to shellac them (wouldn't dry in time?) we ended our day. 

 

On Wednesday, the last day of working with the teachers, Diane and Melanie had very productive sessions, both inside and outside 
of the classrooms. Meanwhile, Janet and I observed, and then Melanie and Diane sorted through the books in preparation for the arri-

val of the bookcases.  Fr. Noe, Janet and I went back to the wood shop, where we discovered our carpenter and his helper busily 

shellacking away. Fr. Noe assured us that they'd dry in a couple of hours, but I imagined otherwise.  So, asking that they not shellac 

the 2nd one, we headed to the house for water and a quick snack. Upon our return, you guessed it, the 2nd one was being shellacked. 

Oh well! When they were done, we loaded them on the back of the pick-up and headed back to the school, where they were hauled 

up the stairs and put in place.  They certainly looked great, despite the smell of wet varnish.  We were planning on visiting a country-

side school on Thursday, but we would start the day out by loading the books in place. 

 

After returning home for the day, Fr. Noe informed me that the water people (Living Waters for the World) were at the school, so off 

we went.  What a great visit that turned out to be. They will be installing a solar powered water filtration and ozonization system (the 

contract has been signed) that will purify 300 gallons of water an hour.  Fr Noe has the well, already, and will be putting up a small 
cement-block building to house the system.  The water is pumped from the well, purified, and pumped up to plastic cisterns on top of 

the school (that's where the solar panels are too).  Fr. Noe and the school can use as much of the water as they need and can actually 

sell 50% of it to the people of Cap Haitien, if they choose - clean water and an income source.  If you haven't guessed already, I'm 

hoping to be on the team that puts the whole thing in place. If you want to know more about the organization, take a look at http://

livingwatersfortheworld.org/ .  Their blog will give you a whole lot of information on how it all works. 
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And then, if that wasn't enough, God stepped in (actually He was there all along).  I was talking with one of 

the 3 men about their work and I happened to mention little Andy.  He told me that I should go back and talk 

with Rev. Robert (one of the 3), because his son Rob was in med school at Harvard. So I did. And, wow - 

Rob knows Dr. Paul Farmer, and dad Robert encouraged me to pass along the information to him and he'd 

get it on to Rob and who knows what would happen.  Afterwards, Fr. Noe and I motored back over to the house, but I think both of 
us could just as easily floated there - it was hard to tell all of the good news to the ladies without tearing up - clean water and a possi-

ble link to PIH and Paul Farmer. 

 

Thursday morning, we went back to the school and the bookcases 

were dry.  Diane and Janet came up with an excellent system for put-

ting the books in place so that the teachers could easily see what was 

there - books in Creole, English and Creole, French, English and 

French, and Creole and French.  As soon as they were in place, teach-

ers began coming by and it truly was moving to see their reactions - 

every one just stared and then picked out a book and began to read - 

they all could really see the new resource that was available to them. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then, off we went for a drive in the countryside. Out past where Rick and Debbie used to live, over the large river where men are 

always at working heaving sand from the river bed up over the 

banks, to be loaded in trucks for concrete, on through Limonade and 
then 'oh my goodness', we saw the new University - a gift from the 

Dominican Republic built with funds from the EU offered as a sign 

of peace and hope - it truly is a magnificent complex, complete with 

a soccer stadium - it opens next fall to 10000 students.  A little fur-

ther and we came upon the sight of a new industrial park - by Febru-

ary 3000 people will be working there (many of Noe's students 

among them), and by next year up to 30,000 employed - and there is 

a twin park going up in Les Cayes, over on the Western peninsula. 

 

We then moved on to a small (2-story) school that Fr. Noe watches 

over - small classes - we sat in on a math and an English class. We 

drove past Rick and Debbie's orphanage (not yet occupied and no 
one around), and on to Terrier Rouge (home of wells that I'd worked 

on).  

Ooops - I forgot - we also stopped off at a Food for the Poor village 

that is going up (already occupied) and distributed some 20 or so 

hand-

made dresses that we'd brought along from The Dalles. Fr. Noe is super-

vising that village and has hired a man, who was displaced in Port au 

Prince by the earth quake and has relocated to Terrier Rouge- to run his 

newest school in Terrier Rouge. 
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