
 

GREETINGS FROM THE RECTOR 
 
Blessings this New Year! 
 
For many years, Ron and I have done a year in review that includes going through categories with each of us identifying 
the “best of” and worst of” and “biggest surprise or most unexpected” from the year just passed.  Our perspective is from 
the previous year’s musings.  So, for example, I might say that from the point of view of December 31 last year, Obama 
being the democratic nominee and then becoming our President-elect was my biggest surprise in politics.   “Best of” the 
year, hands down, is coming to St. Paul’s The Dalles.  It may even rank as my most unexpected event of the year, for on 
Dec. 31 last year, I hadn’t even heard of The Dalles~  What a difference a year makes! 
 
As I am typing this, I am looking out at snow worthy of a mountain storm in Colorado—and it is beautiful!  Ron and I are 
so thankful to be spending this time with you—we consider it God’s gift to us.  It’s a gift that we wouldn’t even think 
about returning or exchanging!  Gifts began our time with you, too~ do you remember our celebration of All Saints Day, 
Nov. 2?  That day, many of you participated in a wonderful time of identifying and sharing the gifts you found in yourself 
and each other.  I have a beautiful box filled with papers identifying the gifts you have seen, and those you desire to share 
with St. Paul’s, as well as others to whom God sends you. 
 
God has gifted us with those and many other gifts so that we may share them and encourage each other as we build up the 
church, the Body of Christ.  As with many gifts, there may be part of us that just wants to put one of those gifts on a shelf, 
and forget it, or admire its wrappings, or just wonder “what in the world am I supposed to do with this?!”  Surely it is 
often more convenient to just let things be—and yet, we see that from the beginning of time, to our time, and in our own 
lives, God is constantly changing things!  God’s plan is not, either for the world or for us individually, to just “let it be.”  
No, the plan seems one of complete and total reclamation.  As usual, C. S. Lewis’ words are apt: 
 

Imagine yourself as a living house.  God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you can understand 
what He is doing.  He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on:  you knew that those 
jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised.  But presently He starts knocking the house about in a way that 
hurts abominably and does not seem to make sense.  What on earth is He up to?  The explanation is that He’s 
building quite a different house from the one you thought of- throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra 
floor there, running up towers, making courtyards.  You thought you were going to be made into a decent little 
cottage:  but He is building a palace.  He intends to come and live in it Himself.  

(From Mere Christianity, Bk III, Ch 12) 
 
One of God’s great blessings to us is that while the awful remodeling and refinishing is taking place, others are standing 
by to take us in, help us do our part of the work, and to reassure us that yes, indeed, it is coming along admirably well 
after all!  We are sent to give that comforting encouraging word, and to receive it; to help tear down some ugly wall or 
building in Palestine, or Haiti or Sudan or prison~ or in ourselves, and to help build a nice new, strong, and beautiful 
dwelling where peace and love may reign; and to rejoice with God and each other that the rebuilding plan is proceeding 
apace.  God’s gifts to us are our tools—we need only trust that they’re the right ones and then begin, and Lo and Behold 
we find that they’re more than enough, for it’s really God Himself who is doing all the work.  We need only be standing 
by, offering back what we’ve been so freely and generously given.  That is an amazing gift! 
 
As I reflect on this year, I can not help but give God thanks and praise for the many surprises that the unfolding of His 
plan has brought this last year.  I look back in wonder and with awe and treasure that hidden though the blueprint was for 
me, it was in fact the plan~ it was not happenstance, it was settled.  So, as I reflect on the Best of,  the Worst of, and the 
just plain Most Surprising events of the year, I am quite certain that I will come back to the Best is that it is all God’s 
plan, all God’s gift~ for that and every good and perfect gift from above, I say a deep thanks to be to God.  May each of 
us see the gifts we have received, share and use them with joy, and then give thanks to the giver. 
 
Blessings and Happy New Year! 
Janet+ 
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 VESTRY NOTES 
 

Hello Everyone, 

 

I’m not sure if this is the last Messenger of the old year or the first Messenger of the New Year, but either way it is appropriate that I wish 

everyone a HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

The most important thing to report this month is that we have a new Church Secretary.  Probably most of you already knew that, but for 

those who didn’t, Janet has offered the position to Judy and Judy has accepted.  End of story, except to say how happy I am with the 

selection Janet made.  As you know, Judy has served in that capacity, as a volunteer, for the past couple of months and is still learning how 

different things are as a church secretary as opposed to running a dental office, but she’ll do great.  Thanks Judy! 

 

As we close out 2008, I do not yet have the figures to provide an accurate financial picture, but your generosity in giving has exceeded the 

amounts we budgeted by a comfortable margin.  I don’t think I could yet say that we are where we need to be, but we are certainly headed in 

the right direction.  We will have complete information by January 25th, at our annual meeting, but thanks to all of you for your response to 

the financial needs of St. Paul’s. 

 

As we think ahead to the annual meeting, we know we will be electing new members of Vestry and that means it is time for some of you to 

think about your pledge of time and talent.  Please give some serious thought to offering your services as a Vestry member.  If you have ever 

had any thoughts about service in this area, please talk to Janet or me, or any current member of Vestry.  You can do it and we need you.  

DON’T MAKE US COME LOOKING FOR YOU! 

 

I think that is all I have to report for this month.  Janet is here, Ron is here, their two dogs are here, the Ducks won their game last night and 

the Beavers will surely win today.  How could things possibly get any better to start the New Year? 

 

Till next time, 

John Mabrey 

Senior Warden 

 

 

COMING UP . . . 
 

•Are you a Webmaster—or a Webmaster wannabe?  Or do you know a student or someone who wants experience on web pages?  If so, 

have we got a job for you!  St. Paul’s web site is in need of updating, maintenance, and some tender loving care.  Some compensation for 

your work is available, as well as lots of thanks and kudos.  Call or email the office if you have any interest in playing with this. 

 

•Coming -up:  Every Episcopal Thing you’ve wanted to know but were afraid to ask.  Announcement time will include a “Minute” for 

addressing questions of Episcopal Ways:  we’ll talk about everything from what’s the difference between a sermon and a homily; to why do 

some people make signs of the cross and when should you do it; to what’s a nave, or a narthex, or an ambo, and  What is an “ABC”?  We’ll 

talk about why we change Prayers of the People, music, and Eucharistic Prayers with liturgical seasons; what it means to  

be an episcopate; and how parishes, priests, bishops, dioceses, “instruments of unity” and the Anglican Communion work together.  On  

the table in the “narthex”~ where you find the service leaflets ~ there’s a basket for your questions; either send an e-mail to the office 

(info@stpaulsthedalles.org) or write your question and put it in the basket, and prepare to become more familiar with our arcane ways. 

 

•Also Coming-up: 

        +Book Study on The Shack—first meeting will be Monday, January 12th at 7 p.m.  For those who want to meet on a weekday 

Indicate your preference on the sign-up sheet no later than January 5th. 

        +Weekly Bible Study  Private time of praying, reading and studying scripture is an excellent practice, and time spent in  scripture 

study and discussion with others is wonderfully enlightening and inevitably leads to new ideas and understandings and personal spiritual 

growth.  Sign up for days and times that work for you! 

       +Confirmation & Baptism Classes  For preparation for becoming a confirmed member for the Episcopal Church, we will begin a 

series of get-togethers to discuss the theology, tradition, mission and practice of the Episcopal Church, as well as what it means to be a 

confirmed member of St. Paul’s.  Also, if you are interested in arranging for a baptism please contact Rev. Janet.   For confirmation and 

baptism classes, we will schedule the times together based upon the schedules of all the participants.  Contact Janet or Judy at the office  

for more information. 

       +Annual Meeting & Potluck!  Taking a breather between playoff games and the Super Bowl, we’ll come together for the annual 

meeting and the joy of fellowship and sharing our lives together on Sunday January 25th, following the 10:00 Service.  We’ll take a look at 

the year that was, and the year to come... lots to do and to celebrate, so please mark your calendar now and come prepared to plan for the 

year ahead. 



MISSION  NOTES/NEWS 
 

“We thought you were infidels,” said a leader of a Darfurian refugee camp to the Southern Sudanese Christians, “but now we see 

that you are our brothers.  Please forgive us for what we did to you.” 

 

“We always saw the Darfurians as our enemies.  Now I see that they are beloved ones.  I must do all I can to help them in their hour 

of need.” Peter Adum Deng, Sudanese Christian pastor.  

 

In September of 2001, less than a week after the events of 9-11, Ron, our priest, and a couple from Florida, left the United States to 

go to Yambio, a small village near the border in the south of Sudan.  We went as a team to provide a teaching retreat for several 

hundred leaders of the Episcopal church of the Diocese of Yambio.  We spent every morning teaching on the book of Nehemiah; it 

was particularly relevant to the Sudanese because it dealt with experiences of returning to a war destroyed community and rebuilding 

it, even as enemies surrounded them. 

 

War and surrounded by enemies describes the situation in Yambio~ and the inspiration that came from applying scripture which was 

directly on point for the circumstances of the people was powerful!  Because Yambio, as the rest of the south of Sudan, had been in 

war for essentially 60 years with few breaks, the infrastructure was decimated:  few schools, no materials such as books, pencils or 

paper for the teachers and students to work with, little stability of attendance.  In a society essentially without written materials, oral 

communication is key.  We never would have imagined how that would affect us:  every morning, just before the break of day, we 

would awaken to the sound of a song which had a refrain of, Nehemiah built the wall.  The song was the teachings of the previous 

day, and every day new verses were added!  The evangelists and teachers, orders within the church which were particularly entrusted 

with teaching and learning, would arise and pray together and then begin singing and dancing a snake dance throughout the 

compound.  The trills, and joy, and enthusiasm were the most amazing music to our ears! 

 

And the insights that the community had derived from the teachings were humbling.  Clearly it was teaching and learning wholly by 

the Holy Spirit~ we did not and could not have applied what we knew in such insightful and powerful ways as we heard from their 

reports of what they had learned.  I will never forget the transcendent joy that pervaded our group of at least two hundred people, 

many of whom had walked for days to attend this retreat.  The whole community felt involved even though not all of them were able 

to attend the classes.  One group of women did all the cooking for the community—simple but wholesome food (though I must admit 

I did not develop a taste for cassava, the main food there; as they cooked it, it is bland, mushy textured, and wholly without interest.  

I should have taken my hot sauce!) 

 

Notwithstanding the deprivations and persecutions they endured, and to some extent because of them, the people of Yambio were 

fervent and devoted Christians.  They simply accepted and embraced that every single day, when they awoke and went forth to teach, 

live and work as Christians, they may well be killed for it.  Every family had lost members in the wars, and every family believed 

that the Muslim north intended to destroy them completely.  And yet, we found seeds of hope for forgiveness and reconciliation in 

their willingness to accept the possibility that God could and would speak to both “sides” and could and would bring about peace in 

Sudan...  In time, in God’s time. 

 

In Denver, I kept up my contact with the Sudanese Community, and there I came to know a wonderful Episcopal priest from Omaha, 

Daniel Kuot—he is Sudanese and spends half of his time in the States, and half in Sudan, working to establish a church, clinic and 

clean water in a remote corner of southeast Sudan, and to establish a place for teaching, forgiveness and reconciliation among all of 

the people in the region of Darfur.  This last project is unique because it includes Muslims, Christians, and tribal peoples regardless 

of their faith tradition and beliefs.  He is committed to bringing people together in love and to teaching them how to live faithfully 

and without violence.  Just bringing the diverse peoples together is a huge step in Sudan. 

 

The New York Times describes the town of Abyei Sudan, as the “fulcrum balancing perhaps the most important peace treaty in 

Africa.”  Not far from Abyei, Sudan Sunrise, the organization Daniel has founded, will break ground for a new school for some 300 

children who have no school except the shade of trees.  In the eye of the storm, this school will be a giant example of reconciliation; 

it will welcome Darfurian and other Muslim students, and both Darfurians and Sudanese Christians are volunteering to help build it 

as a sign of reconciliation.  In addition, this school will introduce compressed earth block construction, to equip the local population 

to build permanent structures from the materials at hand~ hope for the future. 

 

Daniel is committed to helping to lead the former enemies into the difficult but ultimately only successful way to live together— 

in forgiveness with mutual tolerance, growing understanding and love.  I find it incredibly inspiring and heartening to have the 

examples of selfless peace-seeking when all around us we also see greed and self-interest and indifference to suffering of others as 

the rule of the day.  Indeed, it is the light in the darkness that does not go out; the light of Christ burning brightly, not receding from 

darkness, not snuffed out.  Thanks be to God for Daniel and for the many others around the world who continue to work and burn 

brightly in the midst of whatever darkness and gloom surround them. 

 

For more information about Daniel and Sudan Sunrise, please visit http://www.sudansunrise.org. 

Robin Denney, an Episcopal missionary friend from California, will serve in Sudan and by helping with agricultural practices in 

2009.  Please pick up a letter from her that I have printed and put in the narthex, and see some pictures from our trip, as well. 

 



January Birthdays ~ 

 

Turf McCullough           2 

Max Turner                       2 

Skip Fisher                          6 

Barbara Williams               9 

Jim Foster                          11 

Lynne Gill                          11 

Nancy Ramsey                   18 

Wanda Hildebrand           20 

Colleen Schafroth             24 

 The Altar Guild for the absolutely stunning Christmas decorations!  BTW, 

did you know that Joann and Dan Manciu provided the lighted tree and wreaths that 

lit the wall in back of the altar and Joann made all of the lovely bows for the pews? 

Also, the torches at the ends of the pews were a memorial given by Ron and 

Dewanda Clark in memory of Dewanda's parents. 

 Skip Fisher and his "volunteers" for doing such a great job of supplying 

greeters! 

 P.K. Swartz for the wonderful Christmas movies which not only  

provided holiday entertainment for all who were able attend the showings  

but also collected $196.01 and 116 pounds of food ~ all of which went to the  

local food bank. 

 Laurence Kerr and his helpers for keeping the parking areas clear and the 

building warm during the December snow storms AND the steps he and John 

Adams have taken to motivate "Woody" the Woodpecker to look for meals and 

lodging elsewhere☺ 

 Verna Browne for supplying the picture captions on the kiosk in the  

narthex and caring for the library ~ check out the shelves for some good winter 

reading! 

GREETINGS, LADIES OF ST. PAUL’S ~ 
 WITH THE NEW YEAR HERE AND ALL OF THE EXCITEMENT OF HAVING A NEW AND 
VERY WONDERFUL NEW PRIEST AND SPOUSE WE ARE JUST BUBBLING OVER WITH 
IDEAS AND PLANS FOR 2009 TO GET STARTED!!!!! SO, LADIES, WE ARE THINKING OF 
STARTING UP THE FAMOUS CRAFT GUILD AGAIN AS WE HAVE A BIGGER ROOM EMPTY 
IN THE BASEMENT OF TAYLOR HALL THAT WOULD BE JUST PERFECT!! SEVERAL IDEAS 
HAVE BEEN TOSSED AROUND AND ONE IS SCRAPBOOKING WHICH IS SO POPULAR 
NOW, ANN KETCHUM HAS A NEAT IDEA FOR A PROJECT AND WE'RE LOOKING FOR 
IDEAS OF NEAT THINGS TO SEW; I HAVE LOTS OF MATERIAL THAT NEEDS TO BE MADE 
INTO SOMETHING SO LETS THINK OF A TIME TO GET THIS GOING.  LAST TIME WE WERE 
MEETING THE 1

ST
 WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH BUT THAT DOESNôT NEED TO BE THE 

DAY.  JUST TOSS IT AROUND AND LETS COME UP WITH A GOOD DAY AND TIME. 
         AVA SUE 

St. Paul's Holiday Elves . . .  

Send a big "thank you" to all who contributed gifts and food  

for the Christmas "baskets."  Your contributions made for a  

brighter Christmas for  three Haven families.  Note:  A ham  

and other fresh foods purchased with proceeds from  

the swag sales were included in each "basket." 
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                                SAINTS and ~ 2009 

 
 

Group 1      Group 5 

 

A)  Laurence & Ava Sue Kerr*   A)  John & Harriet Langeldt* 

B)  Rusty & Gretchen Kimsey   B)  Prudence Muller & Jill Durow 

C)  Ned & Sandy Kice    C)  Kim McCullough & Kaethe Worcester 

 

 

Group 2      Group 6 

A)  Chuck & Pam Miller*   A) Bud & Doreen Roman* 

B)  Ron & Janet Fullmer    B)  Ross & Deb Hucke 

C)  Jerry & Anne Frazier    C)  Andrea Booren & Bob Carsner 

 

 

Group 3      Group 7 

 

A) Mike & Pat Fowler*    A)  Gavin & Amy McIlvenna* 

B)  Phil & Jan Swartz    B)  John & Diane Adams 

C)  Sam & Ann Marie Woolsey   C)  Alice Rohrbacher & Dick Scherzinger 

 

 

Group 4      Group 8 

 

A)  Bill & Ann  Ketchum*   A)  Lloyd & Diane Walworth* 

B)  Mark & Marilyn Roth   B)  Julie Reynolds & Rodger Nichols 

C)  Rule & Lida Beasley    C)  Sharon Paz 

 

We made groups smaller this year so that an invitation can be extended to others. 

Leaders of each group are indicated by an asterisk ~ please contact the other members  

of your group. 

 




