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Message from the Rector 

 

St. Paulôs Messenger 

 

Happy New Year!  January 2010 is upon us, 

and what joy and growth it promises! 
 

The monthôs events are disparate, and I find all of 

them intriguing and exciting.  So, even though a part 

of me just wants to put up my feet and rest after the 

joy and rush of events of Christmas, I also want to 

jump right in and begin to experience in fullness the 

offerings of the New Year.  

 

For me, part of the shock of new things in the year 

will come when I, as well as seven others from St. 

Paul, will be going from the regular routine of life 

(and this time of year, the cold and snow of The 

Dalles) to the very different but vibrant life (and hu-

mid heat!) of Haiti. This photo of the blue spruce in 

our back yard, and Ronôs photo of common travel in 

Haiti on the next page, give a hint of some of the dif-

ferences we will face! 

Here, in a nutshell, is how I see the month  

unfolding: 

 

Epiphany arrives on January 6, when we en-

joy the Service with the UCC, each othersô 

fine cooking skills, and excellent conversation 

with a potluck dinner; officially burn the 

Christmas greens; and then sing and pray in 

celebration of the Wise Ones who seek Godð

then and now.  

 

January 10 our Haiti Team will be flying to 

Florida en route to Cap Haitien, followed by a 

week of working in Cap Haitien with the chil-

dren and adults at LôEglise de Saint-Espirit. 

For our team of pray-ers here, all the travelers 

give deep thanks! 

 

The Jesus I Never Knew. January 18, using 

the book by Philip Yancey as a starting point, 

Marilyn Roth will lead an exploration and dis-

cussion of things of faith and belief and life. 

This is a journey not to be missed!  

 

January 24 we celebrate St. Paulôs Day, have 

our Annual Meeting and lunch. What a festive 

day!  

 

January 31 our New Orleans Rebuilding 

Team will leave us to help in the continuing 

clean up and rebuilding of homes in New Or-

leans. What important service to our brothers 

and sisters that is! And the skills used there 

will be put to use back here with Habitat for 

Humanity, too. Tres bien! 

 

So, if you have resolved to get more involved this 

yearé.Excellent Resolution! And opportunities 

abound! I pray that as you pray for St. Paulôs, the 

mission teams, and your own mission work and 

faith journey, you find that your hunger and thirst 

for God and Godôs Word becomes more and more 

acute.  



(continued from previous page) 
 

 

With that in mind, let me end this letter with two  

Haitian prayers from God is No Stranger (Light Mes-

sages, Durham NC) that I think are particularly apt: 
 

Father, 

A cold wind seems to have chilled us. 

Wrap us in the warm blanket of your Word 

and warm us up. 

  And,                          Lord, 

We find your Word like a cabbage. 

As we pull down the leaves, 

we get closer to the heart. 

And as we get closer to the heart, 

it is sweeter. 
 

Amèn! Se vre!  Amen and Amen! 
 

In Peace, with blessings to you all, Janet+ 

 

Holy Services and Parish Meetings 
 

 Sundays  8 am Holy Eucharist 

              9 am Adult Forum 

            10 am  Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee hour 

 Mondays         7 pm   Book group 

 Tuesdays         1 pm  Bible Study  

 Thursdays       noon Healing Service 
 

 Jan  2  (Saturday) Menôs Breakfast  

Jan  6  (Wednesday) Epiphany potluck, Burning of the 

                                    Greens, and worship service 
 Jan 13 (Wednesday) Ladies Lunch Bunch 1 pm 

 Jan 20 (Wednesday) Vestry 7 pm 

 Jan 24 (Sunday) Annual meeting 

                                    MESSENGER DEADLINE 

 

Ladies Lunch Bunch  
 

Wednesday, January 13 
 

Eucharist at the Chapel at noon 
Lunch at the Baldwin at 1 pm 

 

RSVP to Gretchen at 296-5628 
or gretchenbk@gorge.net 

Epiphany Potluck  
 

Wednesday, January 6 
 

with United Church of Christ 
in Tayler Hall 

 

5:30 pm graze and chat 
6 pm dinner 

Burning of the Greens 
7 pm worship service 

 



SENIOR WARDEN'S UPDATE 
 

We're zinging into 2010 (!) with thankful hearts, seeing 

new faces, and welcoming back folks we haven't seen in a 

while. Our group of 11, led by Janet and Ron, is getting 

ready to depart for Haiti on Jan. 11 with much church 

support and many prayers going with them. Sunday school 

is blossoming (a children's choir for Christmas Eve, no 

less) and school supplies are still piling up to send to 

Gavin and Amy in Iraq for the orphanage we help support. 

The knitting ministry is pumping out all kinds of 

wonderful things to share here and around the globe (more 

about that in a minute). Plus, our willing workers are 

helping with the latest house for Habitat for Humanity.  
 

A huge THANK YOU to all of you who turned in your 

Intention to Give cards and/or the Time, Talent, and 

Treasure cards. It was a wonderful response! Congrats to 

Sam and AnnMarie Woolsey who won the drawing for the 

treat-filled stewardship basket. There are still pledge cards 

in the office. It helps us do a better job of planning for this 

new year when we know what resources we'll have 

available. We have tons to be thankful for and lots we 

want to accomplish in touching many lives in the coming 

year.  
 

And now a word about our knittersé. Janet and I recently 

joined this faithful group as they were getting ready to 

bless a shawl for Sandy Leibhamða gorgeous and super-

cozy, soft shawlðkudos to Shirley Bjelland for that work 

of art. The conversation turned to other items that had been 

knitted over time. I was startled to learn about the variety 

of items they have producedðall of which are blessed and 

sent oozing with love and caring. One project in particular 

touched my heart. John Adams has produced helmet liners 

for those in the service while Shirley, Dewanda, and Verna 

have made shawls for their family members. John needed 

to meet military codes and standards and didn't miss a beat 

in getting these items to those so very far away.  
 

A few names that came to mind as they talked about these 

efforts are names you will recognize: Gavin & Amy 

McIlvenna with a helmet liner for Amy's mom, Gayle 

Johnson, who is also serving in the military; Dan Manciu 

with a shawl for Joann and a liner for Dan's co-pilot; Kyle 

McCullough with a shawl for Kim. Each helmet liner and 

shawl is sent with a special prayer. These prayers can be 

used by each of us and are worth sharing. Look for them 

on the kiosk in the narthex. 
 

With a thankful heart!  
 

Monte Dickinson, Senior Warden 

 298-4484 (cell 980-0513) dickinson@gorge.net  

 

ñEpiphany,ò by Hieronymus Bosch  
Museum of Art, Philadelphia  

Preemie to Full -term Knitted Hats  
 

For the children of Rwanda.  
 

Thanks to an article from Partners in Health 

that Ron shared with me a few months ago, 

I found out that the Burera District Hospital 

is interested in hats for the newborns to keep 

their body temperatures up. One in ten 

children do not make it to their first birthday 

because of hypothermia. 
 

There is a pattern available for anyone 

interested in knitting hats for this cause. 

They can also use blankets and they do not 

have to be knitted ones. 
 

For anyone interested, you can contact 

Shirley Bjelland for a copy of the article and 

the pattern. 

 

Blessings, Shirley 

mailto:dickinson@gorge.net


January 

Birthdays ~ 
 

 2  Turf McCullough 
 2  Max Turner 
 6  Skip Fisher 
 9  Barbara Williams 
11 Lynne Gill 
11 Jim Foster 
18 Nancy Ramsey 
20 Wanda Hildebrand 
24 Colleen Schafroth 

Episcopal Minute 

from the Altar Guild  
 

EPIPHANY:  January 6, a feast celebrating 

the visit of the Wise Men to the infant Jesus. 

Epiphany marks the end of the TWELVE 

DAYS OF CHRISTMAS (the Christmas 

season). Epiphany is also one of the seasons 

of the Church running from the end of 

Christmas to Ash Wednesday. 
 

   Shirley Bjelland 

Altar Guild News  
 

We said our farewells with thanks to both 

Doris Smith and Alice Rohrbacher who 

have been long-time members    

   AND 

...we are pleased to welcome MaryEllen 

Lowe to the group.  
 

Additional thank yous go to Joanne Manciu 

and Shirley Bjelland who are responsible 

for the beautiful wreaths hanging on the 

pillars by the outside aisles in the chapel.  

Outreach Committee Meeting  
 

December 5, 2009 
 

St. Vincent de Paul identified four local families for St. Paulôs to support with gifts and food for Christmas. 

Ava Sue Kerr will prepare the gift tag tree and organize the food donations. (Thanksgiving food items were 

given to Janeal Booren and Community Action for distribution to those in need.) 
 

The fourth quarter Thank Offerings will be given specifically for girlsô education in Palestine. 

New Orleans Bound  
 

Harriet Langfeldt, Diane and John 

Adams, and Jerry Parker (from 

Prineville) will be departing February 1 

for New Orleans.  
 

They will be rebuilding a house, working 

for the Diocese of Louisiana. The New 

Orleans group will host the coffee hour 

on Sunday, January 31ða selection of 

good treats is in store. A free will 

donation will be collected for the 

rebuilding project. 

Your vestry had a packed agenda this last meeting which 

included some financial items, an encouraging overview 

of the receipt of Intention to Give cards/Time, Talent, 

Treasure cards, and the 2010 budget task which lies 

ahead for our Treasurer and the Financial Oversight 

Committee. 
 

A discussion was held regarding the "changing of the 

guard" as we say goodbye to the Vestry class of 2009 

which will depart at the end of this year. Andrea Booren 

and Jill Durow agreed to be the initial task force looking 

at those vacancies. 
 

Thoughts were shared on completing Part I of our Mutual 

Ministry Review which will be started after the new 

vestry members are in place. The intent is to ask, "How 

are we doing, what is God calling us to do and to 

accomplish here in this place, and how can we best 

practice this ministry?" The goal is to help the entire 

parish better accomplish God's mission. 
 

Time was spent looking ahead to 2010 and our 

stewardship journey together.  The goal is to have open 

discussions throughout the year on how St. Paul's can 

fulfill its mission. Forming a group to lead that effort will 

be a part of our February meeting.  

VESTRY IN MOTION  



From John Beasleyôs website blog at 

www.beasleymusic.com 
 

My Dad and Me: Itôs giving and family season and 

this month I want to honor my dad, Rule Beasley. 

He will be in Los Angeles because one of his 

compositions is being played by SMC Symphony 

Orchestra at the beautiful Broad Stage, alongside 

Stravinsky, Wagner, and Strauss. On December 

15th, my dad and I are playing at the Duke Ellington 

Societyôs annual holiday party. Iôve grown up. I 

used to sit under the piano while my dad played and 

now Iôll be sitting alongside him playing the tunes 

of one of his and my favorite composers.  

 

Two Generations | Four Hands Playing the Music of Duke Ellington 
 

John Beasley and Rule Beasley 
 

 Duke Ellington Societyôs annual holiday party 
Tuesday, December 15, 7:30 and 8:20 pm, Los Angeles, CA 

 

Father, Son and the Duke 
 

   Pianist Rule Beasley played a Johnny Hodges record featuring the Duke Ellington Orchestra conducted by 

Billy Strayhorn for his son, John Beasley, that introduced swing into this young boyôs life. Later, John heard 

Dukeôs piano playing in Money Jungle and the Duke Ellington and John Coltrane records, which went on to 

influence his playing. A consummate player at home, Rule always had Dukeôs music in his repertoire, which 

added to Johnôs music education even to this day. 
 

   Over a span of some 60 years, Rule Beasley has had a varied career in music as a pianist, both classical and 

jazz, a bassoonist, a composer, and a college professor. He performed first in the Wind Ensemble for the U.S. 

Army Band from 1953 to 1956. Later, he held the position of Principal Bassoon with the Forth Worth 

Symphony from 1968 to 1973 and was Bassoonist with the Dallas Wind Symphony from 1993 to 1998.  
 

   Ruleôs teaching career started at the University of North Texas in the Department of Jazz Studies where he 

taught Arranging, Jazz Improvisation and Composition. When he moved his family to Los Angeles, he took a 

teaching position at Santa Monica College, where he taught Theory, Composition and Counterpoint for 20 

years until his retirement in 1993. His 30-plus original scores have been performed by orchestras, bands, jazz 

ensembles and chamber music groups in over 20 states in the U.S., as well as groups in England, Canada and 

Switzerland.  

 

Santa Monica College Symphony Orchestra  
The Broad Stage, SMC Performing Arts Center, Santa Monica Boulevard at 11th Street 

Saturday, December 12, 2009 - 7:30 pm 
 

Stravinsky's Symphony in C 

Wagner's "Siegfried Idyll"  

Johann Straussô ñThe Gypsy Baron Overtureò 

Rule Beasleyôs Ostinati and Cadenzas for Chamber Orchestra  

Whereôs Rule Beasley? 

http://www.beasleymusic.com

