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"It seems, then," said Tirian, smiling to himself, "that the Stable seen from within and 

the Stable seen from without are two different places."  

 

"Yes," said the Lord Digory. "Its inside is bigger than its outside." 

 

"Yes," said Queen Lucy. "In our world too, a Stable once had something inside it that 

was bigger than our whole world."  

 

 It was the first time she had spoken, and from the thrill in her voice Tirian now knew 

why. She was drinking everything in more deeply than the others. She had been too 

happy to speak. 

 

The Last Battle, by C. S. Lewis 

A stable.  A manger.  Containing something bigger than our whole world.  Containing the Word that cre-

ated our whole world.  It's Christmastideê. How in the world do we begin to get our brains around the 

awesome notion of God becoming a babyê.born in a stableêso small and insignificant, and yet so much 

more than we can imagine? C. S. Lewis to the rescue!   

 

No two ways about it, I simply love C. S. Lewis.  And the Chronicles of Narnia has a very real, 

continuing life in my brain.  I often think of scenes when I'm trying to come up with just the right words 

to capture a spiritual truthê.so often, my search ends in Narnia, with Aslan. 

In the quote above, readers and children have just been through a great battle.  Dear friends- 

talking animals, dwarfs, all manner of people- have been killed.  And with those losses, we find that as 

this last battle ends, Narnia too ends.  Narnia... the land the children have come to love, ceases to exist; 

judgment of the peoples and animals occurs and the door to Narnia is closed.   

And it is just then, in the sadness that of seeing the old life pass completely away, that the chil-

dren turn and discover that the real Narnia is right there, where they areê.in fact, they're in itñin Aslanõs 

countryñwhich we know as Heaven.   

And it is there, now that the battle is over, that the children see that everything that they had 

loved in Narnia is present in an even fuller and more real and wonderful way than it had been before!  It 

is infinitely richer, infinitely more interesting and real, than they could ever have imagined.  They are as-

tounded and amazed.   

And then Aslan tells them the hard to fathom truth: that so far they have seen and lived only the 

beginning of the true story; the true story which begins now, and "goes on forever, and in which every 
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chapter is better than the one before."  

I have been thinking about this wonderful last book of the Narnia series because we have come to 

the end of the year we have known, and are about to begin a new, unknown oneê.and because all of us 

have experienced changesêand many of us have experienced for ourselves this year the passage of a 

friend or loved one from the world that we know and have loved into the unknown worldêin Lewis' 

story, Aslan's country: Heaven.   

Whether the chapter ending is a great ending, such as death, or a more mundane ending, such as 

a new way of thinkingê.all chapters ending bring us to a new place.   

And so, it may well be that we enter this new year and way of being with some trepidation; with 

sadness at the losses we have suffered, and uncertainty about what it all means.   

The children found that all the people and animals they had loved who had died, now, in the new 

Narnia, were again alive and well and filled, in fact, with even more life and joy than they had had before!  

So, too, we will find in our own changes and new chapters, that Aslan has promised and delivered new 

life that exceeds our hopes and expectations.   

That new life awaitsê.but to enter the new, we need to let go of the old.  

So to each of you, and to myself, I sayê.Let go!  Let the New Year begin! Look to see what it is 

that God has brought you toê.and what is the way through it.   

May we each have eyes to see the miracle of life growing richer, deeper, more wonderful, each 

and every day, with each and every step of the journey.   

 

Peace be with you, Janet 

 

"I see," [Lucy] said at last, thoughtfully. "I see now. This garden is like the Stable. It is far 

bigger inside than it was outside." 

 

"Of course, Daughter of Eve," said the Faun. "The further up and the further in you go, 

the bigger everything gets. The inside is larger than the outside." 

 

Lucy looked hard at the garden and saw that it was not really a garden at all but a 

whole world, with its own rivers and woods and sea and mountains. But they were not 

strange: she knew them all. 

 

"I see," she said. "This is still Narnia, and more real and more beautiful than the Narnia 

down below, just as it  was more real and more beautiful than the Narnia outside the 

Stable door! I see . . . world within world, Narnia within Narnia. . . . " 

 

"Yes," said Mr. Tumnus, "like an onion: except that as you continue to go in and in, 

each circle is larger than the last."  

 

in The Last Battle, by C. S. Lewis 
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SENIOR WARDENõS UPDATE 
 

As I prepare this, we are barely half way through December.  But al-

ready I know that Christmas Day is a week away!  We are gearing up for 

a Vestry meeting that will have us making preparations for the annual 

meeting in January when we come together as a church family to set a 

course for the coming year ----  and it all just about makes my head spin!!   

 

At St. Paulõs, we enjoy and are becoming known for a true sense of a 

church family .  Itõs hard to miss it during the passing of the peace when 
we joyfully greet each other in the name of our Lord.  Heck, I remember 

when one supply priest thought that it had gotten òout of hand!ó  I loved 

that!   

 

Coffee hour is like a family reunion each and every Sunday.  Not to men-

tion, folks are falling all over themselves to respond to Harrietõs call for 

food when one of our family members is in need.  One of her recent 

pleas for help came as I was sitting at my computer.  I heard the famil-

iar ding noting a new E -mail ð and it was from Harriet.  I could only do 

one of the dates listed, but replied promptly.  Too late!!  Someone who 

had quicker fingers than me had nabbed the date.  I loved that, too!!!  

Folks were just waiting to come together to love and support one an-

other.  

 

Janet has recommended Barbara Brown Taylorõs òAn Altar in the World.ó  

In one chapter she writes, òMore and more I am convinced that we miss 

something vital to our faith when we insist on approaching God one by 

one.  Our individual relationships with God are very important, but they 

do not make us the body of Christ.  It is our life together  that makes us 

Christõs body, a mysterious organism that is much more than a collection 

of individuals.  When we come together to worship, we form a new being 

with a name and an address, which has its own life and reputation.  We 

call it the church ð not the building but the people.ó 
 
We are blessed that it is our life together that makes us Christõs body.  
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Outreach from St. Paulôs is extensive; it is one way we are Christôs hands in the world.  The 

Outreach Committee meets monthly to coordinate and manage outreach activities on behalf of 

St. Paulôs.  The committee balances local, national, and international needs to maximize the 

impact of our giving.  Each year the committee designates projects or organizations to support 

that reflect the mission of St. Paulôs to be Christôs hands in the world.  In 2011 we supported 

locally  

¶ Habitat for Humanity,  

¶ Big Brothers, Big Sisters,  

¶ Community Meals,  

¶ Warming Place,  

¶ Haven,  

¶ Home at Last, and  

¶ Ascension School.   

 

Nationally and Internationally we supported  

¶ Living Water,  

¶ Micro Loans,  

¶ Navajoland,  

¶ Partners in Health,  

¶ Food for the Poor,  

¶ Sudan Sunrise,  

¶ Episcopal Relief and Development,  

¶ Diocese of Jerusalem,  

¶ Haiti Cathedral Rebuild,  

¶ New Orleans Rebuild, and  

¶ Haiti Education. 

 

The Outreach Committee will meet in January (Wednesday, the 11th, at 8:00 am in St. Paulôs 

library) to consider projects and funding designations for 2012.  The committee would like 

input from the parish.  How can we best be Christôs hands in the world?  Are there projects or 

organizations you would like St. Paulôs to support?  Submit your suggestions (a brochure or 

address would be much appreciated!) to Pam Miller, committee chair or the church office.  All 

are welcome to attend the meeting to share ideas. 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE  

So, I invite you to set aside our annual meeting date --  Sunday, January 29 , as we 

come together to worship and gather as a family to reflect on the year past and 

to set in motion a plan for the year to come.  Sunday, January 29!!  Iõll be there 

and Iõd love it if we ran out of tables and chairs!!!  Make me a happy lady!  Sunday, 

January 29!  

 

In Christ,    Monte Dickinson,   Senior Warden   (541)  298 -4484    (541) 980 -
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EPISCOPAL MINUTE 
 
 
PASCHAL CANDLE:  a large candle that symbolizes the 
risen Christ. It is often decorated with a cross, symbols of 
the resurrection, the Greek letters Alpha and Omega, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άtŀǎŎƘŀƭέ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƻǊ 
Passover. At the Easter Vigil, the Paschal candle is lit from 
the new fire. It is carried by the deacon, who pauses 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΣ 
ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ōŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ tŀǎŎƘŀƭ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀƴǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 
deacon. After it is carried to the chancel, its flame may be used to light candles 
held by members of the congregation. This symbolizes the spreading of the light 
of Christ into the congregation and the world.  The Exsultet is sung or said after 
the Paschal candle is placed in its stand. It is customary for the Paschal candle 
to burn at all services from Easter through Pentecost (BCP. pp. 285-287). 
After the Easter season, the Paschal candle is typically placed near the font. It 
should burn at baptisms, representing the new life in Christ that we share in 
baptism. The newly baptized person may be given a small baptismal candle that 
is lit from the Paschal candle. It may also be carried in procession at burials and 
placed near the coffin as a symbol of resurrection life. 

  2 January  Turf McCullough 

  6 January  Skip Fisher 

  9 January  Barbara Williams 

11 January  Jim Foster 

15 January  Ken Luhan 

18 January  Nancy Ramsey 

19 January  Amanda Howe 

20 January  Wanda Hildebrand 

24 January  Colleen Schafroth 

And a Happy Birthday  to 



6 

JANUARY  2012 
 

VOLUME 15  ISSUE 1     

DINNERõS 
ON 

US!!!  

Come enjoy a full Haitian dinner and learn more about our outreach efforts 
in Haiti and how you can help 

Saturday  

January 7  

6:00 PM  

Dinner is free, contributions accepted  
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HAITI  
 

       The needs persisté... 

é..and the work continues. 

photos from (North Carolina) Holy 

Family trip to Haiti Nov 2011  
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HOLY SERVICES AND PARISH MEETINGS  
 

Sunday      8 am  Holy Eucharist 

    9 am  Adult Forum 

  10 am  Holy Eucharist 

              followed by coffee hour 

Mondays noon    Womenôs Bible Study 

Tuesdays   1 pm  Bible Study at Mill Creek 

Thursdays noon    Healing Service 

 

  4 January  Wednesday  Potluck 5:30 PM 

  6 January  Friday  Epiphany Service  7 PM 

  7 January  Saturday  Menôs Breakfast 7 AM 

  7 January  Saturday  Haiti Dinner 6 PM 

  8 January  Sunday  Intergenerational Hour 9 AM 

18 January  Wednesday Vestry 7 PM 

21 January  Saturday  Sunday School Visioning Retreat 

29 January  Sunday  Annual Meeting 9:30 AM 

ANNUAL MEETING  
 

SUNDAY 
January 29 

 
Holy Eucharist  

& 
Meeting  

 
At 9:30 AM 

 
Luncheon to follow  
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 A group of St. Paulõs (John and Harriet Langfeldt, Mike Fowler, Terry Johnson and 

John Adams) along with Willis Moore are headed to New Orleans on Feb 6th to work 

on rebuilding houses from hurricane Katrina. We will work Tuesday the 7th through 

Friday the 10th, then stay a couple of day to support the local tourist industry. There 

is still room for some more people. I you would like to go contact John Adams (541-

296-6803, jcadams62@charter.net) We do not know what kind of work we will be 

doing but all skill levels are welcome. Include are some pictures of what we have 

done. 

New Orleans  
2012  

 

mailto:jcadams62@charter.net
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From Sharon Paz  
 

 

 

It's not too late to make a pledge in support of our beloved 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church of The Dalles.  Indeed, it is the 

start of the New Year.  What better time than now.  Some 

thoughts about our church congregation for church members to 

consider, if you wish:  

  

 Should you get sick, people will visit you and pray for 

  you. 

 If you have a problem, there is always someone who  

  will listen to you. 

 For making friends and having fun, there are             

  abounding opportunities. 

 

To participate in our community or beyond, one could tutor, 

clean the highway, help at the Warming Center, serve commu-

nity meals, work for Habitat for Humanity, help the people of 

Haiti or South Sudan, and etc., etc., etc. 

 

We of St. Paul's have a full-time rector, and from what I have 

been able to observe, that means 24/7.  We are ever in access to 

spiritual guidance and enlightenment.  We are blessed.  We 

love our church.   

 

And so, doesn't it make sense to make our commitment to sup-

port it in a sustaining, on-going way through a promise, our 

 

   PLEDGE? 
 

 

Winter chill getting to you?  Warm your toosh and your heart 

at the same time.  Sign up to be a host at the Warming Place.  

Contact Steve Schafrothñ541-298-1585 or 

 schafroth@embarqmail.com  for more info. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL VISIONING RETREAT 
Come help with as we look at what we want for our Sunday 

School.  Retreat will be on Saturday January 21 at the Millerôs 

home on the Klickitat River, late afternoon or evening, time to 

be announced.  For information and directions contact  

Pam Miller, pamelamiller@embarqmail.com  

Come help with another outreach from St  Paulôs 

 

COMMUNITY MEALS  
Listen for announcements from Denise Beasley 

A plea from your editor.  Please try to get items that youôd 

like included to me by the 20th of the month.  Even a 

month early if youôd like people to mark their own calen-


