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Message from the Rector 

 

St. Paulôs Messenger 

As we leave the Easter Season and enter 

the Sundays after Pentecost, I have been 

struck by how very grateful I have been for 

the season of praise and rejoicing that is 

Easter.  
 

   Alleluias! have been ringing; the choirôs 

beautiful and haunting rendition of Calvin 

Hamptonôs Repeating Alleluias touched my 

heart and continues to come unbidden into 

my mind; and the scripture readings have 

led us through the season with the promise 

that this season of unceasing praise and rest-

ing in the joyful celebration of Godôs unfa-

thomable love for us need never end, for the 

Holy Spirit has come to abide within us and 

continually lead us back to this place of rest 

and way of being. Now that we have begun 

the Sundays after Pentecost, we are entering 

the season of finding God, praising God, 

and following God in midst of the everyday 

vagaries of life.  
 

   I wasnôt looking for such a moment or 

even particularly thinking about God, when 

I found myself at an unmarked and previ-

ously unknown spot beside a road. Quite 

unexpectedly, we encountered an oasis of 

God! It was an astoundingly beautiful and 

vibrant waterfall surrounded by wild flow-

ers and fernsðand we found it when we 

took a break from driving and to give the 

retrievers a bit of a stretch. You get a hint  

of it from the photos that accompany this 

letter. I can think of no response to it what-

soever except praise of God for this extrava-

gant abundance and place of refreshment!  

   The words that came to my mind to describe the connec-

tions that came alive in this lovely place are from one of the 

church leaders from many years agoðbut his thoughts are as 

fitting today as they were in the Fourth Century when he ut-

tered them. 

Waterfall in the Coast Range  

Our thoughts in this present life should 

turn on the praise of God, because it is in 

praising God that we shall rejoice forever 

in the life to come; and no one can be 

ready for the next life unless s/he trains for 

it now.  St. Augustine, The Easter Alleluia 

   What we commemorate before Easter is what we experi-

ence in this life; what we celebrate after Easter points to 

something we do not possess. This is why we keep the 

first season with fasting and prayer; but now the fast is 

over and we devote the present season to praise. Such is 

the meaning of the Alleluia we sing.  
 

   We are praising God now, assembled as we are here in 

the church; but when we go our various ways again, it 

seems as if we cease to praise God. But provided we do 

not cease to live a good life, we shall always be praising 

God. You cease to praise God only when you swerve from 

justice and from what is pleasing to God.  

Listen to St. Augustine: 



(continued from previous page) 
 

If you never turn aside from the good life, your 

tongue may be silent but your actions will cry 

aloud, and God will perceive your intentions; for 

as our ears hear each otherôs voices, so do Godôs 

ears hear our thoughts.  

St. Augustine, Commentary on Psalm 148 
 

   Now, as beautiful as St. Augustineôs words are, they 

contain quite a challenge: Godôs ears hear our thoughtsé 

and though our voices may praise or not, our actions re-

flect our praise, or lack thereof. It is far easier to see Godôs 

hand at work, and to sing Godôs praise, when youôre in a 

reverie in a place of beauty such as at this waterfall, than 

when youôre in the midst of pain or frustration or illness. 

And yet, it is in all the circumstances of our lives that God 

is present, and in all the circumstances of our lives that 

God is spreading healing, grace, mercy and love. Finding 

that presence of God and learning to trust it and hold it is 

the particular challenge that we are invited to engage in 

the Sundays after Pentecost.  
 

   The first Sunday of June, we will have the chance to see 

God present in the lives of the poor, particularly the poor 

in Haiti, when Fr. Chesterton of Food for the Poor comes 

to St. Paulôs to tell us of the work of FFTP among the 

lives of those in need. June also will bring us time to 

praise Godôs presence with us in our families, as we cele-

brate Fatherôs Day, our graduates, St. Peter and St. Paul 

Day, and other times of refreshment as we enjoy the res-

pite of summer. 
 

   Have you ever tried to participate in a dance you kind of 

know, but not really? Iôm remembering doing folk dances 

in collegeðrounds with steps that you know from some-

where, but just how they fit togetheréwell, thatôs a chal-

lenge! As you join in, you look for cues; and as you move, 

you allow for give and take in movements, with some 

steps familiar, some strangeéand when it goes well, itôs 

flowing and graceful and funðexhilarating, really. 
 

   Thatôs what this season after Pentecost is all aboutð

learning to dance. As we enter the summer, try to very  

intentionally look for God in our midst, to enter into the 

dance of God, which is a dance of praise and thanks- 

giving, joy, and life. Enter into Psalm 150, which says: 

Praise the LORD!...Praise him with tambourine and dance; 

praise him with strings and pipe!... Let everything that has 

breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD! 
 

May the blessings of the Lord be upon you, and may the 

dance be filled with praise.  
 

Janet+ 

I praise the dance, for it frees people from the 
heaviness of matter and binds the isolated to 
communityé.I praise the dance. O man, learn 
to dance, or else the angels in heaven will not 
know what to do with you.  
               St. Augustine, In Praise of the Dance 



SENIOR WARDEN'S UPDATE 
 

   The birds are singing, the flowers blooming, and the worker bees around St. Paulôs are happily preparing 

for summer both here and at Cove. Check out the picture of the collection of Rag Dolls to Love that were 

made with TLC and blessed at our Pentecost service. Those are soon to be on their way to bring smiles to 

the faces of many children in Haiti. 
 

   Thanks to Pam Miller for coordinating orders and deliveries of the beautiful organic seedlings for our 

gardens. Our Plant a Row opportunity to share produce with the local food bank will be here before we 

know it. As we did last summer, produce can be placed in baskets in the Narthex and will be distributed on 

Mondays.  
 

   Our rummage sale is just around the corner and such a nice variety of items are accumulating downstairs 

in the rooms at the end of the hall. Much more is needed, as are folks to help. Preparation days are June 6, 

7, & 8 with sale days being June 9, 10, 11. If you need help transporting any items for the sale, call me @ 

298-4484. We have both a pick-up and a small flat bed trailer to transport your items to the church.  
 

   The first Wednesday potlucks will continue with a focus on the barbeque! Bring something to grill and a 

side dish or dessert so that we can continue the fun throughout the summer. Time is the sameð5:30 pm to 

graze and chat, with dinner at 6:00.  
 

   On a more somber note, with the recent passing of our precious Lida Beasley, it brings to mind the way 

our parish family bands together to care for one another. The power of prayer cannot be underestimated or 

over-appreciated. Confess your faults one to another and pray one for another that ye may be healed. The 

effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. James 5:16  We have the opportunity to 

continually care for one another via the prayer chain. The healing may be spiritual, emotional, and/or 

physical. We are continually getting requests. If you would like to be a part of that prayer ministry, call 

Ned Kice at (541) 296-3508 or nedandsandykice@charter.net.  
 

Looking forward to sharing summer months with all of you ~  
 

Monte Dickinson, Senior Warden 

 298-4484      (cell 980-0513)      dickinson@gorge.net  

 

Holy Services and Parish Meetings 
 

    Sundays  8 am Holy Eucharist 

              9 am Adult Forum 

            10 am  Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee hour 

    Tuesdays      1 pm  Bible Study at Mill Creek 

    Thursday      noon Healing Service 
 
  
    June 2   (Wednesday)  Parish Potluck 5:30 pm 

    June 6   (Saturday)      Menôs Breakfast 7 am 

    June 9   (Wednesday)  Ladies Lunch Bunch 1 pm 

    June 9   (Wednesday)  Dippy Diners 

    June 11 (Friday)          Outreach Committee 8 am 

    June 16 (Wednesday)  Vestry 7 pm 

    June 20 (Sunday)      Messenger deadline 

mailto:nedandsandykice@charter.net
mailto:dickinson@gorge.net


June Birthdays ~ 
 

  2 Monte Dickinson 

10 Scott Forster 

11 Doris Woolsey 

11 Chuck Hartmann 

12 Nathan Kirby 

15 Diane Walworth 

19 Denise Beasley 

20 Rustin Kimsey 

22 Brenden Manciu 

22 Art Schafroth 

22 Dave Yakish 

24 Deb Hucke 

28 Brandon Adams 

St. Paul's Sunday School  
Year-End Potluck Picnic  

 

Sunday, June 6, at noon in Sorosis Park 
 

   We have had a wonderful Sunday School sea-

son and we want to end it with a picnic at Soro-

sis Park. Please join us immediately following 

the 10 am service. 
 

   Bring food to share, folding chairs, and lawn 

games. Beverages and tableware provided. All 

are welcomeðcome and bring a friend. 
 

                    Your teachers,  
 

Pam Miller, Marilyn Roth, Denise Beasley, 

Robert Kirby, and Gretchen Kimsey 

Volunteers Needed for the Rummage Sale  
 

June 10 -11-12 
 

   St. Paulôs Rummage Sale will be held June 10, 11, and 

12 in Tayler Hall.  
 

   On June 7, 8 and 9, we will be sorting and organizing 

in preparation for the sale. Wednesday night (June 9) be-

fore the sale opens will be preview nightðcome search 

for treasureðand celebrate with ice cream sundaes!  
 

   Mark your calendars and collect your sale items...which 

may be brought to the church basement in the rooms at 

the end of the long hallway, or call Gretchen at 541-296-

5628 with questions, or for pick-up service.  
 

   Your help is very much needed and appreciated!  

First Wednesday Potluck  
 

June 2, 5:30 pm, Tayler Hall 
 

   For summer, something a bit  

different: Please feel free to bring 

something to grill, and a side to 

share.  
 

   Our program in June will feature a 

look at the diocese, St. Paulôs and 

thoughts from Reggie McNealôs 

book Missional Renaissance. 

Laurance Kerr and Bob Thomson of 

St. Markôs Hood River will lead us 

in this discussion.  

Meal Ministry Thanks  
 

   Many thanks to the Meal Ministry team who 

brought meals during Lidaôs recent illness. I 

have been touched by the response from sev-

eral who said bringing a meal was the first 

time they had actually had an opportunity to 

get to know Lida. What a special spin off to 

have time, even if short, to get to know this 

gifted and loving woman.  
 

   Special thanks go to: Monte Dickinson, Ann 

Ketchum, Andrea Booren, Phil Swartz, Ann 

Marie Woolsey, Peg Davis, Pam Miller, Diane 

Adams, Sandy Kice and Harriet Langfeldt. 
 

                       Harriet Langfeldt, Coordinator 

Food for the Poor  
 

   On Sunday, June 6, Fr. Chesterton will speak about 

Food for the Poor (FFTP) at St. Paulôs. The mission of 

FFTP is to ñlink the church of the First World with the 

church of the Third World in a manner that helps both the 

materially poor and the poor in spirit.ò  
 

   FFTP provides not only food, but housing, health care, 

education, water projects, emergency relief and micro-

enterprise assistance. The organization has been serving 

the poor in 17 countries throughout the Caribbean and 

Latin America since its founding in 1982, and has 

worked in Haiti since 1986. Forbes Magazine rated 

FTTP at 98% on both fundraising efficiency and charita-

ble commitment in their 2009 survey. Read more about 

their work at www.foodforthepoor.org.  
 

http://www.foodforthepoor.org/


  The May meeting was held on the 19th with a packed agenda.  

  An uplifting discussion was held responding to Janetôs question,  

  ñWhereôs Life ï or Whatôs the Holy Spirit doing here at St. Paulôs?ò  

   Jerry presented the current financial statements with all feeling encouraged about our current status. He 

also offered a format to help track tasks and goals which is in line with the thinking within the diocese to 

focus more on mission rather than sheer numbers. 
 

   Building use issues were discussed to ensure that we are staying within guidelines. Flexibility on usage of 

space was also brought up to better accommodate needs as changes occur. We visited the possible rotation of 

leadership positions within the parish as a way of encouraging broader participation as well as relieving the 

potential of burnout. A variety of activities/gatherings were discussed as we begin to plan for the rest of the 

summer and fall. The meeting opened and closed in prayer. 

VESTRY IN MOTION  

Car Wash for Haiti Project  
 

   Got a dirty vehicle? Weôve got buckets, suds, and 

strong arms to clean it up! 
 

   The Haiti Project team will sponsor a series of car 

washes this summer to raise money for the project 

(see accompanying article). The first car wash will 

be in the lower parking lot on Saturday, June 12, 

during the Rummage Sale. 
 

   There also will be Sunday morning car washes 

June 20, July 18, August 15, and September 12. You 

can bring your car to church dirty, and drive home 

after the service in a sparkling clean vehicle. All car 

washes are on a donation basis, and you are asked to 

be generous since the money will support children 

in Haiti. 

The Haiti Team Organizing Meeting  
May 2 

 

   St. Paulôs continues to reach out to the people of Haiti and in particular the church and school of the Holy 

Spirit in Cap Haitien. A core group of people is organizing a long term project linked to the schools adminis-

tered by Fr. Noe Bernier. This project will require considerable funds, but the Diocese of Eastern Oregon has 

helped us with a grant of $2,600. It will also require considerable professional expertise and we are seeking 

experienced teachers, doctors, nurses, and dentists to join the project.  
 

How can you help? 
 

¶ Participate in fund raisers or make donations to the Eastern Oregon Haiti Project in care of St. Paulôs. 

¶ Volunteer to be part of the steering committee. 

¶ Volunteer to be part of the Mission Teams. We need experienced teachers for the Educational Team and 

experienced doctors, nurses, dentists or health care providers for the Medical Team. We are also organiz-

ing a Youth Work Team. 
 

   Eastern Oregon/Haiti Project aims to improve educational opportunities for children in Cap Haitien, so they 

will be able to contribute to the sustainability and vitality of their country. We will establish a long term rela-

tionship with Fr. Noe Bernier to support the schools he administers in Cap Haitien and the surrounding area. 

 

We will provide support in five areas: 
 

1. Purchase books for children at the elementary 

school. (The school library was dedicated as 

The St. Paulôs Library on Pentecost Sunday.) 
 

2. Provide scholarship money for refugee children 

from the earthquake-devastated areas to attend 

school. 
 

3. Provide needed equipment and materials  

      for the Vocational Trade School and Womenôs 

Center. 
 

4. Provide professional development for teachers. 
 

5. Establish an annual medical clinic at the ele-

mentary school. 
 

   Contact Diane Walworth (Walworth@gorge.net) 

if you would like to participate in any of these 

teams or help with organization. 

 

mailto:Walworth@gorge.net
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Applause once again for Macauley 
Baker's beautiful singing at our Pen-
tecost service. Awesome solo work, 
Macauley!  


