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ST. PAUL’S MESSENGER

“Hope is hearing the melody of the future. Faith is dancing to it. Rubem Alves

As I write this letter, Ron and I are on the road—driving from Denver to The Dalles
with our fully loaded U-Haul and a nice full cup of French roast coffee. It’s Earth Day, and as
we drive through this impossibly beautiful part of God’s creation, we feel very richly blessed
indeed. We are now in the stunningly rugged, snow-covered Rocky Mountains, with fields of
Henri Matisse  spring wildflowers already blooming, and columbines and firepokers just waiting to make an
appearance, and everywhere we look, lambs, calves, and colts—the signs of spring--- new life!
—abound.

And as additional blessing, we are looking forward to arriving back in The Dalles, where already the
forsythias, daffodils, tulips and early cherry trees are blossoming gloriously, and the rhododendrons and lilacs,
vineyards and orchards, are all poised to burst forth. Such extravagance! Such a feast for the senses! A
profusion of delights! And such a reminder that goodness and life carry on unabated, following winter and
coldness and darkness, with a reliability that’s amazing and hope giving. ... Easter tide—this grand and
pervasive celebration of new and unending life—fairly bursts throughout creation.

This Earth Day, surrounded by the life of the Earth just bursting forth, I am thinking of some of my
favorite passages of scripture: even the stones would cry out; the fields and the trees will clap their hands; all
creation groans...all creation’s standing on tiptoe just to see... These verses speak to me of how all of creation
can barely contain praise for the abundance of God’s goodness and mercy which is poured upon us so lavishly,
and of the delight in creation and all things created that God has blessed us to live in. God has surrounded us
with an overflowing abundance of good things—and tells us that even if we, in our preoccupation with earthly
desires, griefs and preoccupations, cannot or will not note the hope and fulfillment of promise given to us each
and every day, the promise has been fulfilled nonetheless. All of creation is blessed by God present and points
to God present. In Jesus, God has been present with us, living as a human being for a time; and, at all times,
God has been with us and cared for us ~ whether we have been aware or not, desired to know God or not,
always and in all ways, God is present nonetheless. Carl Jung had a sign on his door that I love—it said:
Bidden or not bidden, God is present.

Bidden or not bidden, God is present. Present and inviting us—fairly begging us!—to see the signs of
God’s presence and to be heartened, to see those signs and to rejoice in them; to see those signs and to dance in
the peace and joy, of knowing that God can be trusted. In those signs, we can see that the miracle of God’s
provision of new and renewed life is constantly unfolding around us, if we will only open our eyes and see.

It can be a deep spiritual challenge to open our eyes to see this abundance of life, and to trust that we
have “enough” to respond to needs of others as well as our own needs. Walter Brueggemann says, We must
confess that the central problem of our lives is that we are torn apart by the conflict between our attraction to
the good news of God’s abundance and the power of our belief in scarcity.

There is only one way to overcome this fear of scarcity, of “not enough,” and it is the way that Jesus
taught, the way of God, the way of love. See [ John 4:18: There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear. Jesus showed us again and again that God’s Word, Law, Desire and Teachings, all come down to love:
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:37-40

(continued next page)


http://bible.cc/1_john/4-18.htm

(continued from previous page)

This does not mean that this Way is easy! Discerning what is the way and means to love the Lord our
God with all our heart, and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves, is a full time, ever-present challenge.
And yet, acting in love is our call. In acting in love, we become the people God calls us to be, and we become
able to illumine the darkness with the light and love of God, to serve them, and to bring God’s life to them.
We are called to try to live into the fullness of God’s abundance, by acting in ways that bring about
reconciliation, new relationships, and restoration of the discarded. These things are under the umbrella and in
the ambit of God’s call to life, a life of fullness and abundance.

We are blessed to be living together and worshipping together as we explore God’s will for us as
people living in joy and abundance. We live in the midst of abundance of beauty and life in our surroundings,
in the Columbia River, the Gorge, the Klickitat Mountains and the orchards~ we can draw upon this
abundance to refresh our experience of God’s provision. Seeing, feeling, and holding all of this as “gift” is
one way to live more fully in an attitude and actual experience of abundance, stewardship, and generosity.

Meanwhile, we have a call to live more fully into faithful sharing of God’s abundance, as we live more
fully into the fullness of life that God envisions for us. In Money and Faith- the search for enough, Michael
Schut, ed. (see review of this book later in the newsletter) “The world God intends is a world where there is
enough for all, enough for each soul’s well-being, enough for all to eat and drink. Enough for all God’s
creatures to have a home. This is God’s vision of God’s kin-dom and what we are called to make real in the
world.” Schut notes that Jesus himself said. / have come that they might have life and have it more abundantly.
John 10:10 Schut continues, “Money and Faith, p18,19. 1 pray that in opening our eyes to see God faithfully
present in all things, we may find the way to live in the security of “enough” ~ Therein is our way to be good
stewards and recipients of God’s unspeakable grace and bounty, spreading that bounty and joy to all we
encounter. Let us go out in joy to do so!

You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst forth
into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands! Isaiah 55:12

In peace and joy, Janet+

Vestry Notes: April, 2009
By the time some of you read this, Arch Bishop Desmond Tutu will have already come and gone.
On another subject, you should have already received your quarterly record of giving for the year.
Those reports were mailed the week of the 20™. As generous as many of you have been, our income is still
lagging behind where we need to be for a balanced budget and it is important that we not resort to reaching
into our reserves to fund current operating expenses. Please review your statement carefully and if you are
able to increase your level of support, please do so.
One final note; Ron and Janet have now sold their home in Colorado and have completed their move to
The Dalles. To save our church the expense of hiring a moving van, they rented a U-Haul truck and drove
here themselves. That kind of effort was no easy task and reflects their commitment to us and to our
community. Please let them know how much they are appreciated, when you see them. God’s plan is truly
perfect and I do not believe we could have been provided a more perfect match for the ministry of St. Paul’s.
Till next time,
John Mabrey
Senior Warden

Prayer Requests:
~ Please keep the people of Haiti, Ron Fullmer and the Living Water Team, in your
prayers as they travel to Cap Haitien, Haiti, from May 9 to May 19.



Continuing and not by any means all the thank you's and thanksgivings we offer . . .

For all the beautiful Palms, Easter Lilies, Daffodils and spring flowers for the cross ~ they made
the church visually joyous and beautiful, a perfect embodiment of the celebration of new and
eternal life! Special thanks to Jim and Penny Rutledge, Anne and Jerry Frazier, and the Altar
Guild, for ensuring that we had these flowers in abundance!

For Pat Fowler who headed up the planning and preparations for Archbishop Desmond and Leah
Tutu’s visit, and to all for working so hard
Walworth, the TutuTuners~ singers and drummers; Laurance Kerr and Mark Roth for the
audio feed into Taylor Hall; John Mabrey, Jerry Frazier, and all who greeted, ushered,
assisted, and made our guests feel so welcome~ over and over again | have heard stories of
t he graciousness of the people of St. Paul s
pictures and presence; thanks to those who decorated, brought food, and gave us the lovely
brunch; and of course, very special thanks to Gretchen and Rusty Kimsey for hosting and
bringing the Tutus here, and to the Tutus for their gracious and inspiring presence.

For the gardeners whose cleaning of beds allowed the spring flowers to show forth in glory!

For the Organ Crawl, and Robert Carsner’s orgal
time and celebration of music, and to Willis Moore for sharing our Sunday service with us.

For the potlucks sponsored by John and Harriet Langfeldt so that we could become informed
about the state of our schools, and by the Outreach Committee for information about Haiti
and the seedlings which are offered as a fundraiser for the mission trip to Haiti.

For Julie Reynolds and Anne Marie Woolsey for stepping forward to help with editing and
compiling the newsletter, and for Gretchen Ki

For John Mabrey for compiling an updated parish directory AND installing a new doorbell!

For the gift of the new microphone, and thanks to Mark Roth and Laurance Kerr for installing it!

For the coffee hours after Sunday Services which have allowed us to have time to meet and talk
and enjoy our fellowship together~ we have enjoyed such delicious and artfully displayed

food and drink—thanks to you all!

NEEDED: Possible musicians and choir members for the May 23 Convention at Ascension School. If there
are musicians and choir folks among your parishioners who you think would enjoy participating in the May 23
celebration, please send names and contact information to the Diocesan Office as soon as possible. Thank you
for your help.

Diane Adams, Executive Secretary

Episcopal Diocese of Eastern Oregon

541-298-4477 Fax 541-296-0939

PARTY ON! To date, Year of the Parties netted $2,643. Jerry Frazier sent a check to ERD designating
disbursement of much of the money for items requested by the party hosts such as goats, chickens, bees, pigs
and educational opportunities. The balance was s designated for the general fund. In addition, a portion of the
money was sent to the Diocese of Louisiana for Hurricane Relief work.

From Outreach Committee Report to the Vestry

St. Paul's Community Meal Schedule:
June 14th  June 21st  September 6th  October 4th

Denise Beasley co-ordinates the meals when St. Paul’s is scheduled to provide a meal but
additional volunteers from St. Paul’s are needed to help prepare, cook, serve and/or clean-
up ! Please contact Denise at 298-5461 or denisebeez@hotmail.com to let her know what
date(s) you can help. The meals are prepared and served at 315 West Third Street, behind
Johnny's Automotive and next to the 76 station (right across from St. Peter's Landmark).

"Where caring hands prpare food for the nourishment of the body as well as the soul.”

(Community Meals mission statement)



In celebration of the upcoming wedding of Tori Dickinson and Jeff Rask, the women of St.
Paul’s are cordially invited to a bridal shower Sunday, May 31* at 12 pm in Tayler Hall. Tori
requests no gifts, so we would like you to bring your favorite recipe and why it is your
favorite! We will be scrapbooking a recipe book for Tori at this gathering. Please type up
your recipe or give it to us ahead of time and we can type it for you. We will have the
scrapbook paper and lots of other supplies. Please RSVP and any questions to Sally Forster at
296-8813 or MaryEllen Lowe at 296-3176 or ctlowe@charter.net.

NOTE: This recipe comes from Monte Dickinson, who provided coffee hour refreshments Sunday, March
29th and has received a number of requests for this recipe. Thank you for sharing, Monte!

Ham & Cheese Appetizer Squares
2 C Bisquick baking mix
1 c. finely chopped smoked ham or turkey
1+ c. shredded sharp cheddar cheese
Y c. finely chopped onion (yes, raw!)
% c. grated Parmesan cheese
Y4 C. sour cream
1 T dried parsley
% t. salt
Ya t. crushed garlic
2/3 c. milk

1 eqg

Mix all and spread in greased 11 x 7 baking pan. Bake at 350 about 25 min. or until golden
brown. Makes 24 squares. (Guaranteed no carbs, no calories, so enjoy!  Monte)
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May Birthdays ~

1 Bill Rooper 13 Prudence Muller

2 Pam Miller 16 Ross Hucke

4 Leon Kinner 20 Peggy Davis

6 Larry Lyon 23 Carolyn Choate

8 Sue Foster 23 Shirley Wagenblast
8 Ed Bonham 28 Elizabeth Schafroth
9 Mary Stocks 29 John Adams

10 Phil Swartz 29 Dan Durow

12 Betty Hartmann 31 Dewanda Clark

12 Julie Davis

—



CHERRY CITY CUT-UPS

NOTE: In case you've been at St. Paul's on a Monday evening and wondered what's going on in the Common Room, it's
the "quilters" that are scheduled once a month. Corliss Marsh was kind enough to send the following information so you
will know one of the ways St. Paul's provides "outreach” to our community.

Thank you, St. Paul's, for letting our quilt group --The Cherry City Cut-Ups meet at your church. We
meet the third Monday evening except for the summer in your classroom. Our informal group shares with each
other in show and tells and birthday exchanges (blocks and fabric, of course). We have a lesson on a quilting
technique and then work on our mission project. We make and tie quilts for the MCMC chaplain to distribute
as she wishes. In the past, we have donated quilts to the Celilo Center for use in the chemotherapy room.

Corliss Marsh
AN EASY WAYTO GIVE. ..
Sandy Kice has sent a note "that Home at
Last, our town's animal shelter, welcomes cans Y

and bottles, which are redeemed to provide
needed income. Hours are M-F 11-5 and
Sat. 10-3-- 200 River Road." A great way to
recycle and help our furry friends!

Book Review from Janet:

Looking for an easy to read book about Christian stewardship? Or, is your first response akin
to mine-- isn't that an oxymoron?!

If your response to either question is "yes", have | got a book for you!

It's called, Money and Faith: The Search for Enough, by Michael Schut. Part of what makes
this book different from others is that it is essentially an anthology, and the writers included range
from Dave Berry-- you know that he doesn't make a list like this often, but surely this topic can use a
laugh and sense of humor!— to the former Jesuit priest and one-time President of Haiti, Jean-
Bertrand Aristide— to the spiritually sensitive and astute Henri Nouwen.

Discerning what is enough through the eyes of others, especially through the eyes of others
who have lived with what is indisputably not enough by any reasonable assessment of what is
needed, helps us to see God's abundance where it may escape our notice if we're looking only- or
primarily- at material goods, and only, or primarily at what is left over after our own needs and
desires have been filled. But part o-fsothatevendafr d s h
we have nothing left over, even if we have needs and wants ourselves, we nevertheless give to
others— we find a way to be a steward who gives to and serves others..

In 1988, the Episcopal Church defined stewardship as "the main work of the church." Canon
Lee Kiefer has said that it is, "Everything | do after | say 'l believe."

To live in fullness of joy, seeing and trusting in God's abundance, caring for and honoring all
of God's creation-- that also is stewardship. That is Good News; and is "enough" here for us to
find: Should we not seek it? Thanks be to God, here's a help on that way to "enough." Read it!



The purpose of St. Paul’s Church is to

celebrate the love of God and to proclaim and witness
this to all through service, worship, education, evan-
gelism and pastoral care.

The Rev. Janet Fullmer, Rector

The Rev. Stephen Schafroth, Deacon
Senior Warden: John Mabrey

Junior Warden: Laurance Kerr
Treasurer: Jerry Frazier
Bookkeeper: Jenny Curtis

Vestry:

Pat Fowler Diane Walworth
Sam Woolsey Amy Mcllvenna
Chuck Miller Marilyn Roth
Andrea Booren Jill Durow

Julie Reynolds

St. Paul s Episcopal

1805 Minnesota Street
The Dalles, OR 97058

Sunday Worship Schedule

8:00 and 10:00 am

(nursery care provided at 10am )
9:00 am Adult Forum

Office hours: Mon -Thurs 8:30-12:30
Contact Information:

(541) 2969587  fax (541) 2969377
Email: info@stpaulsthedalles.org
Website: www.stpaulsthedalles.org
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