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Message from the Rector

The Dry Bones coming to Life! o

Here we are, entering the magnificent month of W,
May! Look around, and signs of new life are every-
wherd the lilacs and cherry trees are filled with oo
blossoms, the hill sides in the Gorge are a thousand *#&=
shades of green with the pink and white of dog- 0.
woods dotting through the woods and red and yel-
low tulips clustered by the berms, and tenacious
wildflowers finding spots to bloom in the rocks
along the Columbia River. Not to mention birds!
The robins are staking out territory, the swallows
are flitting, the herons and egrets are fishing as are §
the humans, and any day now, | expect to see duckss
with ducklings, and geese with goslings. It seems
that life is returning to all manner of dry bones, and
it is glorious!

Here at St. Paul 6s, st i
brating new life, too...the joy of spring is lifting us &
up out of settled in winter ways, and inviting us to & SRS
embrace with new enthusiasm these days of recog- =Y
nizing the Risen Lord in the signs of life around us.
At the Easter Vigil, when Anne Frazier read Eze-
kiel 37:1-14, the story of the valley of the dry
bones, and those dry bones coming to life, | felt that® : :
indeed life was being breathed into dry places, and  |omatium growing on a basalt cliff near Lyle
bones are indeed coming to life!

This is a marvelous thing ~ | think that is
wonderful that God faithfully and continually
keeps on breathing life into our drynesskeeps ,
renewing us and making us new, keeps refreshing  How wonderful is that! Thanks be to God for the
and strengthening and sending us...we need never 0y of new life, for the invitation to live and find
think that times of dryness or deadness of spirit are N0pe and meaning when we may have given it up as
the end for us. We need never be without hope that qlead. The scripture readings for Eastertide have been
renewal and refreshment are coming. For, as surely filled with times and ways that people who had lost
as spring follows winter, as summer brings fruit hope have found the living Christ revealed to them
from the new life and growth of spring, and then in times and places that they never imagined; they
becomes dry and dead again as fall brings the cycle Were surprised by the joy of the risen Lord, and then
to an end, so too, that surely, we can look to God to flllet_JI with the desw_e to stay in His presence. But
bring us through times of life, then death; growth, ~ Christ spoke new life to them, and sent them to
then fruiting, then rest; always and everywhere we SP€ak life to the whole world.
can look for and find God with us. And then, in the He speaks to us still, and sends us, still. Thank-
fullness of time, irkairos Goddés time, fuhbhy,tJi@meusd sending con

when it is right, God breathes life, and says to our
dry bones, Live!



(continued from previous page)

are not sent alone, but that we are sent in
the new life that comes and stays through
the Holy Spirit. We can rest assured that
it is by the Spirit that we are guided, em-
powered to serve, and never left or-
phaned. See John 14:18, where Jesus as
sured the disciples as he still assures us
that we and the church are not left to
carry on alone; he comes to us still, and
has given us always the great gift of the
comforter, the advocadethe parakletos

We will celebrate this gift of the Holy
Spirit on Pentecodt that awesome day
when Jesusd6 promi se
send the Holy Spirit to be with us, that

we would not be abandoned as orphans,

Holy Services and Parish Meetings

Sundays 8 am Holy Eucharist
9 am Adult Forum
10 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee hoy

1 pnBible Study

noonHealing Service

=

Tuesdays
Thursday

May 1l (Saturday) Menédés Breakf ast
May 4 (Tuesday) Worship Committee 11:30 am
May 5 (Wednesday) Parish Potluck 5:30 pm

May 7 (Thursday)  Outreach Committee 8 am
May 12 (Wednesday) Ladies Lunch Bunch 1 pm

May 4% (Wednegray), Yegtty d pm
May 23 (Sunday) Messenger deadline

was ushered in in power!

Still for us today, we receive new life
and the assurance of God with us in this
gift of the Holy Spirit with and within us.
We will begin this month of May, this
month of Pentecost and refreshment of
the Spirit, with a service that incorporates
the 12 Steps of AA as a way of helping
us to know and celebrate the new life that
God gives us. The next Sunday, we cele-
brate new life as we honor our own
mot hers and | if e,
on May 23, we celebrate Pen-
tecosd wear redd and give & 4 8-

e i

0

thanks for th
breath, breathing new life int__ 8
our dry bones and dry place:',’

God says,
| will put my spirit
within you, and you
shall i

Ezekiel 37:14

Balsamroot near Sorosis Park

May this month bring us each refreshment of body and spirit,
encouragement to let God breathe life into all of our places of
need and dryness, and new commitment to going out into all the
world, to bring the good news
love and presence with us, even to the end of the age.

Thanks be to God who brings life!

Thanks be to God!
Alleluia, Alleluia!
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SENIOR WARDEN'S UPDATE

Spring has sprung!! There are more daylight hours, flowers and trees are blooming their hearts out, and
we are enjoying warmer days and evenings. All seem to contribute to renewed energy and productivity.
Regardless of the time of year, the youth in our midst seem to have boundless energy AND big hearts. Take
look at a portion of what they have been up to just since the first of the year:

Anna Miller plays three instruments! Her Destination Imagination Team went to state finals recently, and
during spring break, she went with a gr ouBpandbrr om
Adams( Bubba) went with the Mission Team from St. F
is currently in track with the Dufur Rangers doing discus, 4x100m relay, 200m, and shot put (several firsts).
Carly and Laura Lowe are both thriving on The Dalles Wahtonka golf team. Carly was selected to attend the
4-H Youth Development Conference in Washington D.C. Her picture with Congressman Greg Walden in his
office was featured ifhe ChronicleLaura is preparing for graduation (already!) and plans to enter the
Paramedicbébs Training Program at Chemeketa Commun

Take a peek at the bulletin board across from the office for newspaper articles highlighting some of their
activities. Hel p us expand that A@Abrag boardo by
in our thoughts and prayers as they move into the close of the school year and on to summer activities.

Speaking of our precious youth and boundless energy, we continue to give thanks and celebrate the bapti:
of Sage Luth and Il ittle Stella Lujan. I'tés worth

And who could think of energy
to spare without mentioning
Bishop Nedi! Oh my goodness!
She brings joy and laughter
wherever she goes. We so
enjoyed having her with us for
Palm Sunday when she also met
with the Vestry after the
luncheon. We were recently
blessed once again with her
presence for noon Eucharist at
Ol d St. Paul s as
her join us for t
Bunch. One of us described the
atmosphere at the table as
Araucous! o0 Yes, t
bit of joy and laughter!

And as always, Janet brings us
her unending flow of energy and
joy in the Lord each and every
Sunday. ltdés a tr

In Christ ~

Monte Dickinson,
Senior Warden

541-298-4484,
(cell 541980-0513)
dickinson@gorge.net

Dodecatheon (Shooting Star) at Catherine Creek
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