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Message from the Rector 

 

St. Paulôs Messenger 

   Quite by coincidence, just a day or two ago,  

I was reminded of two things that I absolutely love: C. S. 

Lewisô Chronicles of Narnia, and St. Francis of Assisi. 

These two loves came to my mind as I was listening to 

Anya Kawka leading a group of us who came to participate 

in the mural project. She had us thinking, reflecting, and 

visioning the first story of creation in Genesisðand then 

putting ourselves right in the continuing story of ongoing 

creation. Wow! 
 

   Creation. Such a big, and truly awesome, concept! As I 

thought about the first things being created, the picture that 

came to my mind was the one C. S. Lewis put forth in The 

Magicianôs Nephewðthe sixth book in the Chronicles of 

Narnia series. It is a word picture of creation: Aslan sings 

Narnia into existence! Here are Lewisô words: 
 

In the darkness something was happening at last. A 

voice had begun to sing. It was very far away and Di-

gory found it hard to decide from what direction it was 

coming. Sometimes it seemed to come from all direc-

tions at once. Sometimes he almost thought it was com-

ing out of the earth beneath them. Its lower notes were 

deep enough to be the voice of the earth herself. There 

were no words. There was hardly even a tune. But it 

was, beyond comparison, the most beautiful noise he 

had ever heard. It was so beautiful he could hardly bear 

ité. 
 

   Then Aslan the lion, the Christ figure in the series, sings: 

"Narnia, Narnia, Narnia, awake. Love. Think. Speak. Be 

walking trees. Be talking beasts. Be divine waters." And 

trees pop up, and clouds and stars appear, and animals come 

into beingé all manner of beauty enters and the land of 

Narnia comes into being! 
 

   Lewis captures the beauty of creation in another book, 

too: Perelandra. Perelandra is the second of the Out of the 

Silent Planet series; take a moment now and immerse your-

self in these words and picture of creation: 
 

And now, by some transition, which he did not notice, 

it seemed that what had begun as speech was turned 

into sight, or into something that can be remembered 

only as if it were seeing. He thought he saw the Great 

Dance. It seemed to be woven out of the 

intertwining undulation of many cords or 

bands of light, leaping over and under 

one another and mutually embraced in 

arabesques and flower-like subtleties. é. 

he knew in the end that most of them 

were individual entities. If so, the time in 

which the Great Dance proceeds is very 

unlike time as we know it. 
 

Some of the thinner more delicate cords 

were the beings that we call short lived: 

flowers and insects, a fruit or a storm of 

rain, and once (he thought) a wave of the 

sea. Others were such things we think 

lasting: crystals, rivers, mountains, or 

even stars. Far above these in girth and 

The Wardrobe is a portal to Narnia in  
C.S. Lewisô Chronicles of Narnia 



luminosity and flashing with colours from beyond 

our spectrum were the lines of personal beings, yet 

as different from one another in splendour as all of 

them from the previous class. 
 

But not all the cords were individuals: some of them 

were universal truths or universal qualities. It did not 

surprise him then to find that these and the persons 

were both cords and both stood together as against 

the mere atoms of generality which lived and died in 

the clashing of their streams. But afterwards, when 

he came back to earth, he wondered.  
 

   I am amazed at how God brings so many things to-

gether that one would never think of! Narnia, the joy of 

talking animals and the wonder of creation, the childrenôs 

mural and the challenge of both imagining and participat-

ing in creation, C. S. Lewis, and St. Francis, the patron 

saint of animalséall converged in my thoughts right 

when I was thinking that October is near. What, I won-

dered, would I like to write about in my letter? 
 

   And then, Voila! I saw itðOctober is bound up in my 

favorite things: it is the month that C. S. Lewis became a 

Christian (Oct. 1, 1931 "I have just passed on from be-

lieving in God to definitely believing in Christðin Chris-

tianity); on October 16, 1950, he published the first book 

in the Chronicles of Narnia seriesðThe Lion, the Witch 

and the Wardrobe; and October 4 is the day we celebrate 

that lover of animals and one of the few humans reputed 

to speak with them on a regular basis, St. Francis of As-

sisi. Francis could have had a featured role in Narnia, if 

the animals had needed a human who could speak to 

them, rather than their speaking to the humans! 
 

   It is a month of enchantment on other levels, too: leaves 

turn golden; the air becomes cool and refreshing in the 

evening; fires take the chill out of sitting in the dark 

which comes before youôre ready; and smells of pumpkin 

and cinnamon and cloves fill the air. It all is so very 

good! Just as in Narnia, refreshment, re-creation, and res-

toration of life abound. 
 

   The readings of the month reflect this time of year, too. 

They call us to see beyond the earthly life weôre used to, 

and to enter into the life of faith and restoration and joy 

that is Godôs will for us. Jesus constantly calls the people 

he meets to choose life; to choose to be thankful, to 

choose to humbly accept the glories of God. 
 

   We begin the month with a Gospel reading that prom-

ises that if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you 

could order a mulberry tree to uproot itself and be planted 

(continued from previous page) 

in the sea, and it would do so! (It was a mul-

berry tree, by the way, that came to this world 

from Narnia, and whose wood became the 

wardrobe through which Lewisô Pevensie chil-

dren eventually returned to Narnia!) We end 

the month with the great story of Zacchaeus, 

and his wholehearted response to Jesusô call to 

give up the ways of getting by at othersô ex-

pense in this world, to be a person of right-

eousness and faithfulness, instead. In between, 

we hear about caring to see God at work so 

that we give thanks for healing and all the 

good gifts God brings; being persistent and 

trusting God to bring justice; and being trust-

ing, and giving to God with an open, humble 

and thankful heart. 
 

   I pray that in all that you encounter this 

month, you find the awesome presence of God: 

creating, loving, sustaining, guiding, and re-

storing. When you find it, believe that it is 

realétrust that it is Godôs gift, and be ready to 

go where God sends you, and to take on what-

ever task is before you. And thenéprepare to 

return to the wonder of Narniaécome Novem-

ber, weôll begin a book group to read and then 

meet and share stories of The Chronicles of 

Narnia. May the adventure begin again! 
 

   Peace be with you,  
 

Janet+ 
 

PS: Whatôs your favorite Narnia quote?  
 

Hereôs mine: [Asked of Aslan] ñIs heðquite 

safe?ò éSafe?" said Mr. Beaver ... "Who 

said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't 

safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you." 



SENIOR WARDEN'S UPDATE 
 

   As I write this, Iôm having a hard time wiping the smile off my face. Iôm thinking about ñwhatôs newò at 

St. Paulôs and it gives me a major, big-time grin. It feels like we are continually adding, expanding, or 

improving what we are doing both inside and outside the walls of St. Paulôsðstarting with the resurfaced/

striped parking lot! Whoo hoo! Thank you, Laurance, for seeing this through. Helps us put our best foot 

forward from the get-go.  
 

   One ñwhatôs newò is really a welcome back! And that is the return of Amy and Gavin McIlvenna from 

Afghanistan. Such a joy to have (Trooper) Gavin stick his head in at an Adult Forum to ask for prayers of 

thanksgiving for an accident victim who had just been taken to the hospital with minor injuries which had 

the potential to be disastrous. And Amyðoh my goodnessðsuch an asset to have back on Vestry. Did you 

know that the new St. Paulôs T-shirts were totally her idea (suggested at a vestry meeting) and that she 

offered the design and got them printed in short order to wear at the potluck less than a week later? 
 

   Which brings me to the First Wednesday potluck in September, where we met in the City Park wearing 

our T-shirts! Janet suggested ñThe Episcopal Church welcomes youò for the back of the T-shirt, which 

helps us carry out one of our goals for the year of being more visible in the community while reaching out 

to serve and welcome others. Thanks to Mike and Pat Fowler for the behind-the-scenes work to make sure 

the extra tables and chairs magically appeared. It 

was a great turnout! 
 

   And what about the wonderful work our ñroad 

mastersò have done in helping to clean up the 

interstate. Not only is that contributing towards 

making The Dalles a more attractive place to visit, 

but St. Paulôs is OUT THERE, willing to serve  

the community. Continued thanks to Laurance  

and Ava Kerr for their leadership. 
 

   What else is new? September brought THE 

CHILDRENôS MURAL! Anya Kawka has 

enormous talent, energy, and a love of the Lord 

which she is sharing with the children as she helps 

to create this work of joy. She is offering a memory 

for the children much like one from her childhood. 

And who knows which of our children might pass 

along this labor of love as they grow up and work with another generation of Sunday school kids.  
 

   And the memorable visits by Father Noe Bernier, Haiti, and Father Daniel Kuot, Sudanðsuch servants of 

God. For those who were blessed to have stayed in Fr. Noeôs home during the January 2010 Mission trip, it 

was a reunion. For those of us newly meeting him, it was a first-time privilege and blessing. As for Fr. 

Daniel, it was a joy to welcome him once again to St. Paulôs. It certainly sets the stage for us to better 

understand how we can support them and pray more specifically for their needs. 
 

   The ñwhatôs newò should certainly include the new faces we are seeing in church. One of the recurring 

themes I hear from them is ñthe people are sooooo friendly here!ò So, kudos to each of you who has 

reached out to welcome and get to know our newcomers. It is working!!!!!! Thanks be to God!!! 
 

Gratefully ~  
 

Monte Dickinson, Senior Warden 
 

(541) 298-4484    (cell 541-980-0513)    dickinson@gorge.net  

 

mailto:dickinson@gorge.net


Episcopal Minute  
from the Altar Guild  

 

VESTMENTS (continued): 
 

   Surplice: A white garment worn over the other 

vestments (usually a cassock); somewhat longer and 

fuller than a cotta. The surplice and cassock are the 

traditional garments of the Anglican Church. 
 

   Tunicle: A high church garmentða kind of 

ecclesiastical coatðworn by a deacon or server 

during certain celebrations. 
 

   Vestments: From the Latin word vestis, meaning 

ñgarment.ò Vestments are clothing worn by clergy or 

people leading a worship service. A monk or nunôs 

clothing is usually named a ñhabit,ò and the clothing 

worn by the choir members is usually called a ñrobe.ò 

The clothing worn by some pastors of Protestant 

denominations and college professors is usually 

called a ñgown.ò 
 

   Vestments started out as everyday clothing. In the 

Roman times, the clergyman wore normal street 

clothesða tunic, and perhaps a toga over it. Between 

the sixth and ninth centuries, secular fashion began to 

reflect the occupation of a person. It was possible to 

tell what one did by what he or she wore. The Church 

reflected this change by NOT changing the style of 

their garments. Vestments, then, came to us as a 

result of the clergy being ñout of styleò when it came 

to fashion. 

  Shirley Bjelland 

 

Holy Services and Parish Meetings  
 

    Sundays  8 am Holy Eucharist 

              9 am Adult Forum 

            10 am  Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee hour 

    Tuesdays      1 pm  Bible Study at Mill Creek Point 

    Thursday      noon Healing Service 
 
  
    Oct  3   (Sunday)         Eucharist and  

                                                 Blessing of Animals 5 pm 

    Oct  6   (Wednesday)  Parish Potluck 5:30 pm 

    Oct  9   (Saturday)      Menôs Breakfast 7 am 

    Oct 20  (Wednesday)  Vestry 7 pm 

    Oct 24  (Sunday)     Messenger deadline 

 

October Birthdays ~ 

Ladiesô Lunch Bunch 
 

Thursday, October 15, at  noon  
Location TBA 

Watch for Gretchenôs email. Please note 

the change of day of the week. 

First Wednesday Potluck  
 

October 6, 5:30 pm, Tayler Hall  

Messenger deadline  
 

Please submit articles and notices 

for Novemberôs Messenger 

to julierey@charter.net 

by Sunday, October 24. Thanks. 
 

Julie Reynolds, editor 

  2 Andrea Booren 

  2 Guy Moser 

  3 Mike Fowler 

  3 Nadyne Reynolds 

  6 Chuck Yurcek 

  8 Jerry Davis 

10 Jim Bailey 

12 Janet Fullmer 

15 Robert Kirby 

18 Carly Lowe 

20 Myrna Kinner 

21 Laurance Kerr 

24 Alice Rohrbacher 

25 Anna Miller 

29 Carol Fisher 

31 Pat Ehrhart 

Library ñClean-outò 
 

Come take anything you really want to 

keep, for there is going to be a big "clean

-out" in mid October! 



      Your Vestry had a very productive retreat weekend recently. We met  

   for a social time and a little preliminary work with spouses at Ron and  

   Dewanda Clarkôs on Friday evening, September 10. The next morning,  

   the Vestry gathered for a work day at the Shilo Inn. Everyone except 

Amy (who was on National Guard duty) participated. Jerry gave a promising outlook about finances and folks 

agreed that our growing membership was exciting.  

   The items identified as creating energy within the congregation included the outreach and mission efforts, 

the increasing participation of the children, and the fact that we are gathering more often as a church family.  

   Be looking for fall in-gathering opportunities where we will be soliciting and sharing ideas for the future of 

St. Paulôs.  

VESTRY IN MOTION  

20th Annual Walk of HOPE  
 

Saturday, October 9, 9 am  
 

   The 20th annual Walk of HOPE is a fundraiser to support The 

Dalles Emergency Shelter Program and "A Warming Place," which 

offer shelter to the homeless in the cold winter months. 
 

5K and 10K walk/run 

Registration at 8:30 am, event begins at 9 am 

Entry fee: $12 regular/$7 students (includes T-shirt) 

The entry fee will be waived for participants  

with $40 or more in paid pledges. 

Pick up pledge sheets at Klindts, Stonesô Ski & Sports, CAP,  

or the St. Vincent Thrift Store 

For more information, call (541) 296-9566 
 

   Please join Denise Beasley and walk as a St. Paul's Teamðand/or 

make a pledge to support this event. The walk will begin and end at 

Kiwanis Pocket Park, Klindt Drive, in the Port Area. This is a great 

time to join together and wear your St. Paulôs T-Shirt!  

Living Water International (LWI) Trip to Haiti  
 

   In October, Ron Fullmer will be taking another Living Water In-

ternational trip to Haiti to repair wells. On this trip, instead of flying 

into Cap Haitien, the group may fly directly into Port au Prince, 

where the need is most urgent at this time. We ask your prayers for 

Ronôs safety and the successful repair of wells. 

Help for animals  
 

   From Amy McIlvennaðFor October, in honor of St Francis, here 

are a couple of websites that help animals... 
 

¶ www.freekibble.com, started by a little girl in Bend, gives dogs 

and cats free food. All you need to do is go to the website and 

play the trivia game.  
 

¶ www.theanimalrescuesite.com lets you give money to shelters 

just by clicking on a button. That same website sells products for 

various causes, rainforest, breast cancer, women in need, etc.  

Food for Thought  
 

   Coming up this fall: Food for 

Thought! Dessert, Appetizer or 

Wine Gatherings to meet, eat, think, 

talk and generally get our collective 

juices stirred up will be coming up 

mid-October to Thanksgiving.  

Get ready!  

Sunday School  
Halloween Party  

 

Saturday, October 30, 2 -4 pm 
 

   All children and adults are wel-

come to the Halloween Party, which 

will be held upstairs at St. Paulôs 

(location TBA). We will learn about 

All Hallowsô Eve, and carve pump-

kins. 
 

   On Sunday, the children will pre-

sent their decorated pumpkins and 

help lead the 10 am service. 

http://www.freekibble.com
http://www.theanimalrescuesite.com


Visit of Father Daniel Kuot of Sudan, September 17 -19 

Fr. Danielôs work is sponsored by Sudan Sunrise (www.sudansunrise.org ), whose mission is ñto facilitate the 
efforts of Southern Sudanese Christians to aid and stand in solidarity with Darfurian Muslims; and to facilitate 
reconciliation among all Sudanese.ò You can read more on the website about Fr. Danielôs work to resettle  

Doung Village, improve the availability of food, 
and build a primary school.  
 

   While he was visiting St. Paulôs, Fr. Daniel 
thanked Janet and Ron for a financial gift that 
allowed him to marry. He and his wife, Rebecca, 
live in Kenya.  

http://www.sudansunrise.org/


 WE ASK YOUR PRAYERS... 
 

 For friends and family:  

 Carol and Skip Fisher  

      and the Kolar family 

 Dorothy Wilson 

 Bubba Adams 

 Gretchen and David Wilson 
 Rebecca South  

      as she begins college 

 Chuck Hartmann 

 Jack Howe 

 Doris Abrams 

 Jane Schafroth 

 Kelsey 

 Keely and Jeremy 

 Tracie 

 Darrell Lloyd 

 Patrick 

 Caroline 
 Dale 

 Mark Nelson 

 Robert Pierre 

 Anthony Joseph 

 Angela Delores 

 Piper 

 Leslie 

 Cathy Dahl 

 Megan McCarren 

 Bryon Nixon 

 Bill Thomas 
 Blake Gallagher 

 Bonnie Myatt  
 

 For those serving in the armed  

 forces of our country: 

 Albert South 

 Mathew Ketchum 

 Jordan 

 Joshua Smith 

 Kyle McCullough 

 Turf McCullough 

 Tim Gallagher 

 Kevin Gross 

 Gayle Johnson 
 Travis Kennedy 

 Ben Schloss 

 Michael Stebbins 

 Max Turner 
 

 For our Vestry:  

 Andrea Booren 

 Dewanda Clark, Clerk 

 Monte Dickinson, Senior Warden 

 Jill Durow 

 Pat Fowler 

 Jerry Frazier, Treasurer 

 Ava Sue Kerr 

 Laurance Kerr, Junior Warden 

 Robert Kirby 
 Amy McIlvenna 

 Julie Reynolds 

 Marilyn Roth 

 Diane Walworth 

Diocesan Convention  
 

October 1 -3 
 

   Diocesan Convention begins next Friday, October 1, and concludes 

on Sunday following the 10 am Eucharist and lunch. The convention 

will be held at the Best Western Hood River Inn. 
 

   The theme of the convention is "Being Christ's Hands in the 

World...[No Excuses]," and the focus is Millennium Development 

Goal (MDG) #1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger. 
 

   Since the convention is so close to us, itôs a great opportunity to 

participate, even if youôre not a delegate. Most meetings and events 

are open to all. On Saturday afternoon, the Task Force on Diocesan 

Futures will present recommendations for the future operation of the 

Diocese. 
 

   Sunday Eucharist at the convention will be a very festive occasion. 

All are invited to that service, and St. Paulôs choir will be joining 

other diocesan churchesô choirs to make a very joyful noise! 
 

   (On October 3, at St. Paulôs, the 8 and 10 am services will be Morn-

ing Prayer, with a Eucharist service and the Blessing of the Animals 

at 5 pm.) 

Ascension School Fall Work Day  
 

October 16, 8 am -4 pm 
 

   We need your help to get Ascension School ready for winter! 

Come and enjoy good food and great fellowship while helping us 

prepare this beautiful place for the winter months. 
 

   We will have a 10 am coffee hour and lunch will be served at 

12:30. Everyone is welcome and there is no cost to you ï how-

ever, donations are always welcome. 
 

   If you are planning on attending, please give Patty or Lisa a call 

and let them know:  (541) 568-4514 



We listened to the last concert 
of the summer, performed by 
Stolen Sweets  

First Wednesday Potluck in the City Park, September 1  

Many of us wore our new St. Paulôs T-shirts, 
designed by Amy McIlvenna  


