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Message from the Rector 

 

St. Paulôs Messenger 

  Summer is endingð 

  it has flown by!  
 

  I pray that everyone  

  has had a chance to  

  have time of rest and  

  refreshment in the  

  midst of summer va- 

  cations, visitors, and  

  afternoons at the river  

  or lake or ocean or  

  just hiding out in air  

  conditioning.  
 

  Itôs fitting, I guess,  

  that things have  

  moved right alongð 

  after all, weôre con-

tinuing in the Gospel of Mark, where Jesus is always on the goé  

Immediatelyé!ò And so here we are, immediately after spending five weeks in 

the sixth chapter of John, wherein weôve been challenged to accept, even if not 

fully comprehend, the awesomeness of Jesus, we are returning to the Gospel of 

Mark and to the healings and power that Jesus shows forth as the One, the Mes-

siah, the Son of God, God Incarnate. Weôll stay in Mark until All Saintsô Day 

when we hear John, then back to Mark for a couple of weeks, then John, and 

believe it or not, weôll then be in Advent, when we begin the new liturgical year 

with Luke.  

Special events this fall 

Before I get too far ahead in the fall, though, I want to tell you about some spe-

cial events that are coming up in September. First, on Tuesday, September 1, at 

6:00 pm, we are fortunate to have the Rev. Canon Lee Kiefer lead us in the 

Safeguarding Godôs People training. This is a training that the diocese would 

like to see as many of us as possible take. Tt is required for clergy, people in the 

Holy Orders process, church employees, Eucharistic Visitors, and pastoral care 

providers, and is highly recommended for the vestry, Sunday School teachers, 

and all who are in positions of trust and authority within the church. This is not 

the same course as Safeguarding Godôs Children, so having completed training 

in one does not mean that thereôs no need to do the other. Please take advantage 
 (continued) 

PALOI, SUDANé 

The devastation of war, 

genocide, poverty, pesti-

lence and famine are evi-

dent in the village of Pa-

loi, where over two gen-

erations of children have 

had no education. The 

land has not been planted 

in over twenty years, dev-

astated first by the war, 

then an infestation of 

grasshoppers, and years 

of drought. Refugees are 

beginning to return home 

to visit their families, but 

they are not staying due 

to lack of food, clean wa-

ter, no schools for their 

children, or medical ser-

vices.  
 

The primary needs of the 

community of Paloi as 

expressed by the tribal 

Chief, include:  

1) Food and clean water/ 

agricultural assistance;  

2) A primary school for 

their children;  

3) A medical clinic; and,  

4) A church for worship.  
 

To provide immediate as-

sistance, Daniel will de-

liver netting to make fish-

ing nets, along with gar-

den tools and other emer-

gency relief items. Daniel 

has identified his priority 

goal is to build a Primary 

School in Paloi, so chil-

dren can return home 

from refugee camps 

where they currently  

attend school. 

Weaver Bird Tree in  Yambio, Sudan 

Weaver Bird Tree in  Yambio, Sudan  

Weaver Bird Tree in Yambio, Sudan 

  SUDAN SUNRISE is a not-for-profit, non-denominational organization that  

  facilitates the efforts of Southern Sudanese Christians to aid and stand in solidarity 

  with Darfurian Muslims, and facilitates reconciliation among all Sudanese. In 

  addition, Sudan Sunrise facilitates the efforts of Southern Sudanese in South 

  Sudan in education, health, community development and church planting. 
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of this training at St. Paulôs if you can. 
 

Coming right on the heels of Labor Day Weekend, 

we will kick off the fall with Rally Sunday on Sep-

tember 13. The choir will return after a summer hia-

tus; the Haiti Mission Team will offer a fundraiser 

Car Wash during the services; the Adult Forum 

discussions will begin a new theme of discipleship 

and scripture, looking at the Overarching Story of 

Godôs love and presence throughout time and in all 

creation, using writings by N. T. Wright, Bishop of 

Durham; and if that werenôt enough, there will be 

information and sign up sheets for the various 

groups and projects going on in the church, and a 

cook-out lunch for allðfriends, neighbors, and 

dogs! Not dogs? Well, Iôll bring treatsé. And Iôll 

bring them again on October 4, for the blessing of 

animals on St. Francis Day! 

 

 
 

Father Daniel Kuot of Sudan 

On the weekend of September 18-20, we are fortu-

nate to have a priest from Sudan, Father Daniel 

Kuot, coming to St. Paulôs. Father Daniel is one of 

the children who survived the horrors of war in the 

south of Sudanðif youôve heard of The Lost Boys, 

then youôve heard about the kinds of trials that Fa-

ther Daniel and other children in Sudan endured. 

Over time, many of The Lost Boys of Sudan have 

come to the United States and other countries that 

have offered haven. From their experiences as chil-

dren without families, home, shelter or protectionð

they have become powerful spokespersons and ad-

vocates for the people left behind in their war-torn 

country.  
 

Daniel was one of those Lost Boys, and his story of 

childhood devastation and refugee without a country 

or place of peace and safety has led him to be an 

Episcopal priest and a tireless facilitator of peace, 

forgiveness and reconciliation in Darfur and all of 

the Sudan. He has brought care and the Boma Mis-

sion Center to peoples from five tribes in Boma, a 

remote region in the southeast corner of Sudan, and 

to returning refugees in the village of Paloi. Visit the 

website of Sudan Sunrise www.sudansunrise.org  

to see the work that Father Daniel and others are do-

ing. Then please come to meet him in person, hear 

about his experiences, and ask questions. Fr. Daniel 

will preach at both services on Sunday, September 

20, and will show pictures and share stories after 

both services. This will be a very special time of 

sharing the Good News, and seeing what profound 

difference lives of faith make in the lives of others. 

What a joy to share this time with Father Kuot! 
 

Childrenôs Service 

Finally, soon the children will have a special time of 

Living the Good News, with a time during the Sun-

day service designed just for them. The children and 

their leaders for the day will have a time of storytel-

ling, singing and sharing, and all will come back to-

gether in time for communion and the close of the 

worship service.  
 

The Gospel according to Mark begins with the 

words, The beginning of the good news of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God. And immediately, Mark 

jumps in with stories of what Jesus did and said, 

how he lived, what he told and showed us about liv-

ing. Gospel is an Old English word for Good News; 

and Good News is a translation of the Greek word 

ŮἘŬɔɔɏɚɘɞɜ, euangelion, or, good message; and 

Markôs Gospel is all about living the Good News of 

Jesus. The Gospel points the way to see that in all 

that we do, God offers us ways of Living the Good 

Newsðof living out the Gospel and coming ever 

more fully and more fully alive in the Good News of 

Kingdom of God come near. This offer is to all of 

usðwe need only say, Yes! That is Good News, in-

deed.  Thanks be to God!  
 

  Blessings to you, Janet+  

 

Holy Services and Parish Meetings 
 

 Sundays  8 am Holy Eucharist 

              9 am Rectorôs Forum 

            10 am  Holy Eucharist, coffee hour 

 Tuesdays  1 pm  Bible Study  

 Thursdays        noon Healing Service 
 

 Sept 1 (Tuesday) Worship Committee 12 noon 

 Sept 3 (Thursday) Ladies Lunch Bunch 12 noon 

 Sept 5 (Saturday) Menôs Breakfast  

   Mission & Outreach 8:30 am 

 Sept 16 (Wednesday) Vestry 7 pm 

 Sept 22 (Tuesday) Messenger deadline 

Sudanese women carrying 
water to use in mixing mortar 
for the Mission being built in 

Boma, Sudan, a project of  
The Rev. Daniel Kuot Deng. 

http://www.sudansunrise.org/


SENIOR WARDEN'S UPDATE 
 

As summer winds down, wouldn't you think things would be quieter 

at the church? Not so much! Fall plans are in the works, attendance 

seems to be climbing even though many folks are away on vacation, a 

wedding was held on August 1, Confirmation was held on August 20 

with Bishop Nedi joining us for the first time at St. Paul's, and we 

thanked Judy Reid in the office for seeing us through the transition 

into Janet's ministry as we now welcome Wanda Olson as our new 

Office Manager.  
 

In the meantime, the wheels keep turning. St. Paul's keeps humming 

as we do business as usual. Want to take a peek behind the scenes and 

see who some of the folks are that work quietly to make it all happen? 

Ever wonder just who it is that makes the altar bread for Eucharist? 

Here is a list of our faithful servantsðLynne Gill, Anne Frazier, 

Barbee Hodgkins, Sally Forster, Jan Swartz, Ava Sue Kerr, Julie 

Reynolds, Robert Carsner, Verna Browne, Kim McCullough, John 

Langfeldtðand many have been doing this bread ministry for years. 

Please give those folks a special thank you when you see them. 

Double thanks go to Anne Frazier who also faithfully washes and 

irons our altar linens. Anne has also offered to bake special mini 

loaves for our Healing Services (Thursdays at noon and every third 

Thursday at 7:00 pmðtry it, you'll like it!). 
 

What about our lovely church? Kudos go to Verna Browne and 

Shirley Bjelland who tackled the copier room and again to Verna who 

helped sort and clean in the library. Janet's office has a new look 

about it, too. We're streamlining, simplifying, and getting ready to let 

the fresh air in as we move into fall. Look for the same to happen in 

the sanctuary / nave to freshen God's sacred space so that we can truly 

focus on Him. Stay tuned for opportunities to "adopt a space" both 

inside and outside the church as we band together to make St. Paul's 

all it / we can be.  
 

On a personal note, our daughter, Tori, and Jeff Rask, our new son 

(!), were married by Janet on August 1. She worked ever so closely 

with T & J leading up to the wedding and we so appreciated the faith- 

centered service which was attended by many of you. The church was 

filled to the brim (a little toasty, but good) and the Altar Guild was 

superb in seeing to all of the details. A special thank you to Janet 

Mabrey and Shirley Bjelland who were there early and stayed lateð

not to mention our two guardian angels who went back to the church 

after the reception to tidy up the rooms used by the bridal party. Oh 

my goodness! We have been blessed to the core! Thank you to our St. 

Paul's family.  

Gratefully ~  
 

Monte Dickinson 
Senior Warden 

 

298-4484 (cell 980-0513) dickinson@gorge.net  

 

Wanda Olson  
is now the Office Manager at St. 

Paulôs. She has lived in the Mid-

Columbia area since 1983, when 

she moved here from Portland with 

her family. She has three grown 

children: Richard, Tami, and 

Amanda, and nine grandchildren. 

Her work focus has beenðand 

remainsðcustomer relations. She 

also is a musician who plays bass 

and rhythm guitar and sings. She 

has played with a number of local 

bands and loves country, ô50s rock 

and roll, and gospel music. She 

says she already feels at home at 

St. Paulôs. Welcome, Wanda! 

Ascension School at Cove 
 

Reunion CampðSeptember 4-7 

(for adults ages 23-40) 
 

Information and registration forms 

are available through the Parish 

office, the Diocesan office, or 

online at  

www.coveascensionschool.com. 
 

You can still register, but donôt 

delayðtime is short! 

mailto:dickinson@gorge.net


September Birthdays ~ 
 

 

14 Barbee Hodgkins 

14 May Ellen Lowe 

16 James Ramsey 

17 M. Van Valkenburg 

20 Bob Carsner 

23 Joanne Manciu 

VESTRY IN MOTION 
 

The Vestry held another lively meeting on the August 19. Here are some of the things we discussed: 
 

A TLC Box will be placed in the Narthex for Amy and Gavin McIlvenna, who are stationed in Iraq. We 

will be sending the items you add, accompanied by our warm thoughts and prayers. 

Rally Sunday on September 13. Enjoy our annual Bar-B-Q after the 10 am service and sign up to join 

the action around St. Paul's. One of the new opportunities is called, "Adopt a Space!" Details to follow. 

Feel Good Momentsðthe Joy of Service, a new feature in the Messenger. We invite you to contribute 

short descriptions of times you have enjoyed serving in some capacity (as coffee hour host, car washer, 

etc.) or meaningful moments at one of our services, special events, home/hospital visitations etc.  

First Wednesday Parish Potlucks are back, thanks to Ava Sue Kerr's suggestion, beginning October 7. 

A program will be planned for each dateðdetails coming!  

Kudos to Jerry Frazier and the Financial Oversight Committee for the time, experience, and energy 

they have put into making sure we are fiscally on top of things. Jerry welcomes feedbackðcomments and 

suggestions encouraged! 

Congratulations to our Wasco County 
Fair 4-H prizewinners  

 

The Wasco County Fair has come and gone and 

between Laura and Carly Lowe, Hailee and Hannah 

Olheiser and Delaney Schanno, they had 11 red 

ribbons, 52 blue ribbons, 5 Reserve Champions and 

27 Champions and numerous 4-H exhibits that are 

now being shown at the Oregon State Fair in Salem. 
 

The Wasco County 4-H Awards Banquet will be 

held the first Saturday in November to recognize all 

the 4-H kidsô accomplishments for the year. If you 

would like to make a tax deductible donation to the 

awards program or any of the programs/projects in 

4-H, please contact MaryEllen Lowe for more 

information. She can be contacted at 296-3176 or 

maryellen.lowe@oregonstate.edu. 

Cursillo Grand Ultreya  
Everyone invited!  

 

On September 25 and 26, St. Paul's will be hosting a 

gathering of friends who live throughout Eastern 

Oregon and have previously made their Cursillo. But 

Friday evening, September 25, is open to every-

one, whether you have made your Cursillo or not.  
 

The evening will begin at 5:30 pm with registration 

and introductions, followed by dinner in Tayler Hall. 

Our time together will include dinner, singing, 

hearing our own Ron Fullmer speak about his prison 

ministry called Kairos, and sharing Eucharist. The 

evening will conclude about 9 pm. Everyone is 

encouraged to come. Please let Gretchen know if you 

are coming so ample food can be prepared.  
 

For those folks who have previously attended a 

Cursillo, your help is needed with food preparation, 

overnight hospitality and setting up. Please call 

Gretchen at 296-5628 with your offerings of help. 

Thank you! 

Father Daniel Kuot  
 

On Sunday, September 20, Father Daniel Kuot 

from the Sudan will preach at both services and tell 

us about his life and work with the Sudan Sunrise 

Organization. He will also share with us in an 

informal way during the 9-10 am hour between 

services. All ages are encouraged to come and learn 

from this very special guest. 

 

Ladiesô Lunch Bunch 
will meet at noon on Thursday, September 3, 

at the Discovery Centerôs  Basalt Rock Caf®.  

Call Gretchen at 296-5628 to carpool.  

mailto:maryellen.lowe@oregonstate.edu


Safeguarding God's People  
September 1  

 

The Rev. Canon Lee Keifer will be at St. 

Paulôs to conduct a training called 

Safeguarding Godôs People, on Tuesday, 

September 1, from 6-9 pm. This program is  

the new healthy boundaries training  

from the Church 

Pension Group, and  

is required training  

for clergy, those in  

the ordination 

process, church 

employees, 

Eucharistic Visitors  

and other pastoral  

care givers. 

Sunday School begins  
September 27  

 

Once again, St. Paulôs will have Sunday 

School! We will offer classes for ages up to 

Middle School. Children will gather in the 

Common Room upstairs at the beginning of  

10 am worship, then rejoin their families for 

the remainder of the service during the 

announcements. 
 

We have chosen a curriculum, and are forming 

a team of teachers. Our first teacher's 

meeting is scheduled for September 17 at 

6:30 pm in the church library.  We need your 

help and welcome your ideas and participation! 

RALLY SUNDAYðSeptember 13  
 

Hereôs whatôs happening in addition to our regular 

worship services at 8 and 10 am: 
 

 9 am Rectorôs Forum (new series) 
 

 Choir at the 10 am serviceðjoin us! 
 

 Car wash fundraiser for Haiti mission trip  
 

 BBQ cookout after the 10 am service 
 

 Volunteer for Sunday Schoolð 

  see the new curriculum 
 

Mark your calendars for these important events, bring 

your children, grandchildren and neighbors, and join 

with your St. Paul's family in spreading God's Word! 

Episcopal Minute 

from the Altar Guild  
 

These two items used on the Altar are in the color of the 

church season: 
 

Veil: From the Latin vela, meaning ña sail or curtain.ò 

The veil covers the Chalice and Paten at the Eucharist.  

It can also be the loose woven cotton or netting that is 

draped over the crosses during Lent and Holy Week. 
 

Burse: From the Greek byrsa, meaning ña bag.ò It is one 

of the furnishings of the Altar for Communion. It is a 

pocket case, made square, which sits on top of the 

Chalice, Paten, and Veil and holds extra Purificators. 
 

  Shirley Bjelland 

#9   Anglicans do good deeds to increase 

understanding of God, not out of fear or to 

earn admission to heaven. 

 

#11   At our best, Episcopalians can 

respectfully disagree about a great many 

things ï and still break bread together. 

 

From 101 Reasons to be Episcopalian ,  
by Louie Crew (2003),  
Morehouse Publishing  

 

To ñrallyò means: 
 

To rouse or revive from inactivity...  

To assemble or come together for a 
common purpose...  

To show sudden improvement in health  
    or spirits...  

Potluck dinner with St. Markôs 
 

Wednesday, September 9, 6 pm at Mayer Park 
 

Our delegates from the Diocese of Eastern Oregon,  

John Adams and Rev. Deacon Steve Schafroth, and  

Josh Kingsley from St. Markôs, will report on their 

experiences at the 76th General Convention of the 

Episcopal Church, held July 8-17 in Anaheim, CA. 

http://www.churchpublishing.org/search/index.cfm?fuseaction=gsearch&q=safeguarding&c_i=&x=0&y=0&=GO


Confirmation August 20  
 

 
 

From left to right, beginning  
in the front row, are Cody 
Hipskind, Shea Myers Slagle,  
Philip Browning Winkle, and 
Katherine Rouse all from St. 
�0�D�U�N�¶�V�����3�D�P���0�L�O�O�H�U���D�Q�G���$�Q�Q�D��
Miller. In the second row are 
Rev. Janet Fullmer, Bishop 
Nedi Rivera, Don Dickinson, 
and Brandon Adams. 

Pam Miller and 
Ned Kice in the 

Library, following 
the service.  

Why does Bishop Nedi often appear as a 
blur in photographs?  

The confirmands celebrate with Bishop Nedi.  

Bishop Nedi Rivera confirmed eight members of St. Paulôs and St. Markôs (Hood River)  
on Tuesday evening, August 20, at St. Paulôs.  


